By Upham author Jenny Bird
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Welcome to issue 40!
Our cover photo of the Jubilee beacon is by Tamsin Taylor. Copy deadline for the next issue is Fri 9 September. Please send contributions to
Cyn at at cynandroy@btinternet.com. If you would like to support us
with a contribution and join our ‘Friends of Upham Update’, contact
Chris at little537@btinternet.com. Comments on Upham Update are
most welcome. A full colour version can be found at
www.uphamvillage.org.
Editors: Chris Little, Cyn Kimble Distribution: Chris Little
Commshub Coordinator: Mike Elliott.

What’s On
Mon 25 July 19.30
Sat 10 Sept 20.15
Sat 17 Sept 10.00

Hall
The Holt
Hall

Parish Council Meeting
West Side Story
Gardening for Wild Life

Mon 26 Sept 19.30

Hall

Parish Council Meeting

Upham welcomes Ukrainians
Gwyn Halsall writes:
Three households in Upham are now hosting
nine Ukrainian guests. It’s been a busy time for
them all. There are so many things to consider
and organise: school attendance, registration
with a GP, opening a bank account, applying
for Universal Credit, getting a bus pass, a biometric visa, a National Insurance Number….
Cyn Kimble holds the list of hosts/potential
hosts and offers of help. Please let her know if
you have any thoughts and/or offers of help.
Maybe someone would like to organise a
Ukrainian BBQ?

Olena and Yulia, two of
our Ukrainian visitors

Upham Parish Council
Anne Collins writes:
At our June 2022 meeting, we welcomed Jamie Walker as
our new Parish Councillor. Jamie was the only person to
show an interest and was duly co-opted.
We have received many comments about the blooming
wild flower areas along the Winchester Road. The new
bus shelters have been ordered and it is hoped that the
one outside of the former Upham Shop will soon be erected. The one
on the other side of the road needs more investigation as the plinth
needs some attention. Road name signs will soon be ordered, and letters have gone out to residents, where needed, to ask permission to
place a sign on their brick wall. Once responses have been received an
order will be placed for the signs
Hampshire Highways Flood Management Team have carried out some
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investigation work and a large ditch has been dug out alongside Upham
Street. Parish Councillors have asked for the report and also when work
will be carried out to ease the flooding situation in the lower part of
Upham Street.
The Upham Emergency Plan is being looked at to see if there are ways
in which communication can be improved with more vulnerable residents. The Community Care Group are looking into this. We have also
applied for a grant for a generator so that this can be used when there
is a power failure in the future. If successful, this will be sited at the
village hall.
The land and the ditch behind the play area in Torbay Farm is owned by
the management company and they have agreed that this area will be
cleared and maintained by them in the future. The new shrubs are doing
well at the entrance and bulbs will be planted later in the year. Sovereign Housing are still chasing Bargate for a resolution to the flooding
here. The Managing Director is still digesting the report and will share
his findings shortly.
Councillors are pleased that the Platinum Jubilee Celebration Events
went well and appreciated the hard work that went in to organising
these events. With the financial help of a County Council grant through
Councillor Rob Humby, Platinum Jubilee mugs were given out to all children living in Upham who attend either the Primary School or PreSchool.
Upham Parish Council are continuing to find greener ways of helping the
environment and are looking at adopting a Greening Policy for the parish. One of the areas we are looking into is making the pavilion more
energy efficient by replacing the current lighting with LED lighting.
The next Parish Council Meetings are to be th
held on Monday 25 th July,
2022, no Meeting in August, and Monday 26 September, 2022 at Upham
Village Hall starting at 7.30 p.m.

Neighbourhood Watch

Eve Croucher writes:
You may already be aware of, or indeed used, the Bobby
Scheme service. This provides free home security visits,
long-life smoke alarms and advice to vulnerable residents in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight, particularly
the elderly and victims of burglary and domestic abuse.
They have now launched Cyber Bobby, a brand-new
scheme from the Blue Lamp Trust – which seeks to help and protect
people from becoming victims of cyber-crime. Much like the Bobby
Scheme, the scheme provides home visits, giving advice and guidance
about basic IT security. Advisors offer free home visit to residents of
Hampshire who are over 65 years old, disabled (over 18) or previous victims of cyber crime.
They will discuss and advise local residents about what is cyber-crime,
cyber and scam prevention advice, how to check privacy settings, signposting to other advice and resources, how to report issues and how to
recognise scam emails and text messages
All of the Blue Lamp Trust advisors are police vetted and carry ID cards
to reassure local residents that they are genuine – and please rememPage 3

ber, they will not be offended if you ask to see their ID to validate their
identity.
If you, or anybody you know, is eligible (based on the criteria above)
and would benefit from a Cyber Bobby referral, please enquire via the
Blue Lamp Trust website at https://www.bluelamptrust.org.uk/cyberbobby. Alternatively, you can make an enquiry by calling the Blue Lamp
Trust directly on 0300 777 0157.
Here are some top three online safety tips when using phone/tablet /
laptop etc when out and about:
1. Never use Wi-Fi hotspots when doing anything private or sensitive:
they may be insecure, or somebody may have set up a fake hotspot to
intercept what you’re doing.
2. Ensure Bluetooth and mobile file-sharing apps are off when not required. Don’t pair devices in public in case someone is scanning you
while you create the connection.
3. Consider using a privacy filter which effectively obscures your screen
from people sitting either side of you.

Church of the Blessed Mary
Simon Beloe writes:
The return of the Church Fete to the Manor House was a
joyous occasion and a marvellous opportunity for the village to celebrate a return to normality after the past few
years. Our thanks go to Robert and Judy Horne for allowing us to use their lovely garden and grounds. We give thanks, as well,
to those, too many to mention, who helped to make this event to so
successful, but an exception must be made in thanking Janet and Barney
Dunford who worked tirelessly and without whom the fete would not

have taken place or been so successful. Thank you so very much to everyone who was involved in any way in raising over £6,500. The fete is an
irreplaceable element of the church’s fund raising and is vital to its continuation as a village asset.
There have been various developments in the life of the Church of the
Blessed Mary which have given the Parochial Church Council and the
congregation cause to think about how the church is being used now and
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how it will evolve in the future as a resource for the village; the development of the children’s activities in the north aisle, the further use of
the church for lectures and concerts, the general ambience and comfort
of the church for regular services, weddings and funerals has been taken
into consideration. It is well known that the church has exceptionally
fine acoustical properties and is well suited as a large venue to further
musical events of many varieties.
It has been decided that the twelve long pews will be sold (see below),
and replaced with linked but moveable beechwood chairs upholstered in
a burgundy fabric, financed with legacy monies left to the church over
the past few years. The remaining short pews will be placed in the south
aisle with a small altar under the east widow which will serve as a side
chapel for prayer and reflection. We believe that this development will
be of long-term benefit to the church and to the village.
Colin Russell (Churchwarden) writes:
Blessed Mary has recently received permission
from the Diocese to remove the long pews in the
nave and replace them with upholstered chairs.
The Parochial Church Council is very excited about
this decision. As a result we have a number of
pews approximately 3 metres in length, 50cm wide
and 83 cm high that we wish to sell. These will
first be offered to people within the village for a
minimum donation of £75 each on a first come,
first served basis. Please contact me if you are
interested in purchasing a pew. It is anticipated that they would be
available towards the end of August/early September. My contact details are Tel. 02380 692352 or colin.russell83@btinternet.com

Upham Gardening Club
Jenny Bird writes:
Firstly, thank you to everyone who counted birds for us again in
May. There were lots of youngsters about, especially starlings, so the
numbers were interesting and definitely different from the January results. Details of all the counts will be on display at the Gardening for
Wildlife Fair in September.
We had two lovely evenings in June, visiting gardens in Widlers Lane and
Shoe Lane, respectively. Beautiful flowers everywhere and very varied
styles; lovely to be out together again (see photo on p 10). A big ‘Thank
you’ to everyone who opened their gardens.
Please put the date in your diary for our super Gardening for Wildlife
Fair, at the Village Hall on Saturday September 17th, 10 am to 12
noon. We look forward to seeing you there, hearing about gardens as
wildlife havens and seeing a gorgeous variety of plants (free and to
buy) , pictures of wildlife locally and ideas from experts on how to attract wildlife to your garden. Have a happy summer in the garden.

Upham FC

Roger Cooper writes:
The Hampshire Premier League for the coming season
is now back to two divisions. the Senior Division and a
Division One with 14 teams, a combination of Division
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One North and South East from last season. This will involve more games
and more travelling for Upham FC First Team but they are optimistic
about being very competitive within this division with a strong squad of
players. We look to get their preparation for the season underway with
three friendly games, starting at home to Follands Development team
on Saturday 16th July. Upham Reserves team in the Southampton Saturday Junior League have been promoted to Division One for the coming
season, after finishing fourth in Division Two last season.
Upham FC wish to, once again, register our enormous thanks to Inert
Recycling (UK) Ltd for their tremendous support and renewal of their
sponsorship of our First team for the 2022-23 season.

Upham Players
Chris Little writes
We have been somewhat dormant in the last two years
due to Covid (though you may have heard our rousing
rendition of old songs for the World War 2 Exhibition!).
However, the group is keen to put on a production in early December
this year. We have in mind a relaxed evening combining a mixture of
food, panto and music/ variety acts. However, we need more members
to make this happen! So if you would like to get involved, whether front
or back stage (or with catering) we would love to hear from you. Contact our chair Mo Peters at uphamplayers@gmail.com.

Tammy
Richard Green writes:
I’m delighted to say our Guide Dog in training, ‘Tammy’ is developing
very well and is showing great potential for the future. Her recent training classes have focused on building up resilience to distractions, an obvious quality Guide Dogs require but a hard thing to achieve. Her natural
instincts to explore, play, chase, swim, jump up and resist food all have
to be carefully controlled so she can remain focused when she’s working. This may sound tough on the dog but all training is done with positive reinforcement, kind words and, lots and lots, of dog treats.
Her journey took an unexpected turn when Guide Dogs told us they were
keen to put her forward for their breeding programme. This was a very
exciting possibility and she was referred to specialist vets for an eye
test and x -rays to check her overall health. Unfortunately, the vets
identified a very small defect in her eyes which didn't affect her eyesight but was enough to stop her going any further.
This didn't interrupt her progress and Guide Dogs recently confirmed she
has been selected to go on to her formal training. Luckily for us, she is
going to be based at the Southampton branch so we will hopefully be
able to keep in touch with her through the intensive training stage. It
hasn’t really sunk in that she’s moving on but we all know if she is eventually accepted as a Guide Dog she will thoroughly enjoy the work and
be a great companion.

Happy Families
Andrew Ward writes:
As spring has turned into summer, our resident birds and summer visitors have been busy nesting and raising their young. It is a time when
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we can get much pleasure from seeing fledglings start to make their way
in the world but it can also be tinged with worry for our new arrivals, as
they blunder around squawking at their parents, apparently oblivious to
the dangers that can await them!
Every year I wait anxiously to see whether the spotted flycatchers which
have nested in my garden for many years will return safely from their
long and dangerous migration to Africa. It is always a long wait, as they are among the last of
our summer migrants to return. However, sure
enough, one morning in May, I saw the familiar
perky little silhouette sitting on a prominent
lookout perch and then sweeping down to catch
its insect prey on the wing. A little later I found
a second bird sitting on the nest which had been
recycled from last year’s. Soon there were at
least two little fledglings being fed by their tireless parents.
Then one morning, the youngsters had left the
nest much sooner than I expected - they still had
no tail feathers and could not fly. An anxious parent giving alarm calls
and flying down close as a distraction tactic eventually led to the finding of one of the chicks sitting on my path, in grave danger of being
trodden on and an easy target for the local cats. In order to give it a
better chance of survival, it was moved gently to a climbing hydrangea
on the back of my house where it remained for the next 24 hours being
fed regularly by its attentive parents. At one point, it moved to a spot
just outside my window where I was able to photograph it begging for
food.
After that it moved on and, in truth, I do not know its fate. However,
sometime later I saw an adult bird feeding a fully grown youngster
perched on the pergola over my patio and I like to think that that was
the youngster that I’d had the privilege of watching at close quarters.
The adults have now started nesting again, this time in the jasmine
above my patio. As I sit typing below it on a glorious July evening, I can
hear the fluttering of the adults’ wings as they come back and forth
from various vantage points in my garden so I assume that there is another brood of chicks growing up here, hopefully to add to the next generation of flycatchers which may return here in future years.
In the woods and hedges in our neighbourhood there are now many family parties out and about. Noisy families of blue and great tits work their
way through the foliage, picking off caterpillars and aphids and I recently counted no less than 27 long-tailed tits as they helpfully crossed the
road near Bigpath one by one! Flocks of swallow and house martin families are building up, wheeling around in pursuit of flying insects and
calling to each other constantly. A local pair of kestrels has raised three
youngsters which have now left the nest and can be seen practising
their hunting skills (although, similar to young humans, they are still not
averse to loafing around and waiting for their parents to provide a
meal!). Like my flycatchers, though, many birds are still raising youngsters in the nest. A pair of our local barn owls currently has two quite
well-grown chicks in the nest. So, there will be many more young birds
beginning to find their way in the world over the next month or so.
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Upham C of E Primary School
Super Sports Day
Ella (Yr5) writes:
In June, Upham School held their sports day, which is held
every year to give the children a chance to practice their
sports skills. Due to Covid-19, this was held back for 2020.
In 2021, it took place but without parents, so this was the first time in
two years that they could visit.
In assembly, Mr Woolley (the
head teacher) told the children
their teams which were based
on countries taking part in the
Commonwealth Games this
year. The groups were; Sri
Lanka, Botswana, India, New
Zealand, Australia, Guyana, Papua New Guinea, Mozambique,
Saint Lucia, Singapore and Barbados. All the children took
part and everyone was so excited to do the activities. The activities were: javelin, hockey
dribbling, cricket throw, hoop
throw, golf, hurdles then the balance beam.
All the children did running races but Key Stage One did their’s over a
shorter distance. Class Three also did a sack race, Class Two and One
did an obstacle race and Class Four also did a relay race. Mr Woolley
designed the winner’s medals to look like the ones for this year’s Commonwealth Games winner’s medals. In third place, with bronze was Papua New Guinea, in second place was India and in first place Australia.
As well as the class races, there were races for the little siblings that
haven’t joined the school yet. The next race was very competitive; it
was the parent’s race. There were three rounds in this race - some parents used their hair and wrapped it around
their ring to win. This was by far the funniest
race of the day.
George (Yr 6 ) writes:
A Lovely Leaver’s Service
On Wednesday 22nd of June, Year 6 at Upham
School went on a trip to Portsmouth Cathedral to participate in a leavers’ service. All
the schools in the Diocese of Portsmouth’s
Year 6’s came to the service, which was to
show that these Year 6 pupils were moving
on to the next part of their school life.
On the day of the event, Year 6’s were asked
to create flowers made of sustainable materials so they made some out of used newspaper in school. These flowers were going to be
put on display at the Cathedral. Then, the
children had their lunch early and a minibus
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arrived. They got on the minibus and were driven to Portsmouth Cathedral.
When they arrived, they saw the vast number of schools that were there
and stepped off the minibus. Once everyone was off, Bishop Jonathon
came to welcome the children. Bishop Jonathon was taking the service.
After that, all the schools went in the Cathedral and sat down for the
banner parade. Two children from each school walked down the aisle
parading their school’s banner. Kiera and Maddox paraded Upham’s
banner.
When the parade ended, Bishop Jonathon began the service. It started
with a hymn and then some schools came up to give speeches about
what they are doing to care for the environment. These speeches were
amazing and it showed that the schools had spent a lot of time putting
them together. Next, one child and one teacher from each school went
up to the front and collected a candle. Bobby and Upham School’s head
teacher, Mr Woolley, went up to collect their candle.
Finally, there was another hymn and Bishop Jonathon ended the service. Upham School headed outside and managed to get a picture with
Bishop Jonathon. After the picture, they all got back on the minibus and
went back to school.
The children really enjoyed the service. It was a great way to get together and celebrate moving on. Bobby in Year 6 said, “The service was
really fun because I got to collect the candle from the Bishop.” Austen,
also in Year 6 said, “It was amazing to see all the environmental things
that the other schools were doing.”

The Village Pre-School
Claire Parry writes:
The children have been busy looking at the stories of ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’ over the last
few weeks. We have made lots of lighthouse
pictures and used blocks to count how high some
lighthouses are.We have watched a Trinity
House film about lighthouses and saw inside a
real lighthouse when it was working.
We have enjoyed splashing in the paddling pools
in the garden in the sunshine. Our garden is
looking really good, we have already harvested a
lot of vegetables and we are measuring our sunflowers every week.
We have made two wormeries recently and everyone is fascinated how the worms are moving around in them. Some of
the older children have started their transition visits to their new primary schools and they have been excited to tell us all about this.
For the last couple of weeks of term we are hoping to have a visit from
the local fire engine (unfortunately we had to cancel the original visit a
couple of weeks ago due to COVID). We have lots of other fun activities
planned for the end of this academic year, culminating, of course, in
our annual water fight where the children soak the staff.
We return to Pre-School in September ready to start another new year.
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Upham Platinum Jubilee Events
Cyn Kimble and Chris Little write:
On Thursday, 2nd June, a procession of villagers, neighbours
and friends made their way to the top of the Recreation
Ground after enjoying pizza and liquid refreshment provided
by Nicky and Rees at The Brushmakers Arms to witness the
lighting of the Upham Platinum Jubilee Beacon. The magnificent Beacon, constructed by Robbie Massey and his team was spectacularly set
alight by Nicky. A lovely village evening enjoyed by so many!
The supper/dance with Salisbury Big Band scheduled for Friday evening
has been postponed until October – watch out for more details.
On Sunday, a very successful family picnic was held at the recreation
ground. Dozens of families attended, bringing their own picnics with
them. Races were organised for the children - obstacle, speed and so
on. There were the obligatory adult races; the men actually trying to
run quickly whilst the women had more sense!

Jubilee picnic

Jubilee beaconeers

Garden club visit

