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 Welcome to Issue 39! 
Copy deadline for the next issue is 8 July. Please send contributions to 
Cyn at at cynandroy@btinternet.com. If you would like to support us 
with a contribution and join our ‘Friends of Upham Update’, contact 
Chris at little537@btinternet.com. Comments on Upham Update are 
most welcome. A full colour version can be found at 
www.uphamvillage.org. 
Editors: Chris Little, Cyn Kimble Distribution: Chris Little 
Commshub Coordinator: Mike Elliott.  
Our cover photo is from Richard Knasel  Richard photographed these 
delightful robin chicks in a nest at Mayfield in Popes Lane – only just in 
time, because later that day it was discovered the chicks had fledged! 
The nest was made in a potato store in an outbuilding; a window was 
left open to ensure access was always possible for feeding the chicks. 

What’s On 

 

Upham Parish Council 
Anne Collins writes: 
The Winchester Road Highways improvements are contin-
uing: the wild-flower planting areas are coming into flow-
er and 2 new wooden bus shelters have been ordered 
which we hope will be installed before our next update.  
Shrubs have been planted around the village gateway signs 
and additional trees planted along the Winchester Road.  Road markings 
have been painted by HCC at Summerlands corner and Blackdown to try 

Mon 23 May 1930 Hall Parish Council Meeting 

May 28 - 29   Upham Birdwatch 

Thurs 2 June 21.30 Rec Lighting of the Beacon 

Fri 3 June 7.00 Hall Jubilee Dance 

Sun 5 June midday Rec Picnic 

Mon 6 June 19.00 Widlers Lane Open Gardens 

Mon 20 June 19.00 Shoe Lane Open Gardens 

Sat 25 June 12.00 Manor House Upham Fete 

Mon 27 June 19.30 Hall Parish Council meeting 

Sunday 3 July 15.00 The Holt Peter Pan 

Sat 10 Sept 20.15 The Holt West Side Story 

Sat 17 Sept 10.00 Hall Gardening for Wild Life 
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to slow traffic down.  New Road signs will be ordered shortly. 
The issue of flooding in Upham Street is still being pursued. 
Parish Councillors agreed that the Upham Emergency Plan needed up-
dating as it was realised that during the recent electricity power failure, 
some Upham residents were without power for some days and needed 
help.  A meeting has been arranged with the community group and the 
village hall to see how we can improve the way that the Plan works for 
any future emergency. There has been no further progress on the prob-
lem in Torbay Farm but Sovereign are chasing up Bargate to rectify it.  
Therefore, it is hoped that this will be resolved by Bargate as soon as 
possible.   The entrance to the play area green has been re-seeded and 
will be planted with bulbs.  The old shrubs have been taken out. 
Upham Parish Council were successful in obtaining a grant from WCC to 
cover the cost of a gazebo to use at the Platinum Jubilee Events.     
As part of Green Initiatives in Upham, a SuperHomes Event went very 
well and those residents who attended on Saturday 19th March, 2022 
found the information useful.   
The Updating of the Village Design Statement continues to make pro-
gress. The majority of Upham Parish Councillors and the Clerk attended 
a Planning Training Session organised by the Southern Parishes Group. 
Upham Parish Council have a Vacancy for a Parish Councillor and will 
be advertising shortly for a Parish Councillor to replace Ross Snowdon 
who has had to resign due to work commitments.  Ross has been a great 
asset to Upham Parish Council, especially on the Highways projects and 
the Winchester Road improvements.  He will be greatly missed, and 
thanks were given to Ross at the Annual Parish Assembly for all his hard 
work and dedication whilst serving as a Parish Councillor.  At the Annual 
Parish Assembly thanks were also given to our District Councillor – Hugh 
Lumby, who has worked hard representing Upham Parish over many 
years. He has decided to retire and will not be re-standing at the next 
election. 
The next Parish Council Meetings are to be held on Monday 23rd May, 
2022 (AGM) and Monday 27th June, 2022 at Upham Village Hall starting 
at 7.30 p.m. 

Upham Church Fete – Saturday 25th June 12-3.30pm 
Tamsin Taylor writes: 
This year, Upham Church Fete is back in one central location at the 
Manor House on Upham Street. We are still in need of helpers on the 
day and to set up the night before and pack away afterwards. Details of 
stalls and donations required will be publicized in due course. 
In the meantime, if you are able to offer your help in any way, please 
contact Janet Dunford on 01489 860579. It would be really lovely, after 
two years of COVID-19 disruptions, to see as many people there as possi-
ble. 

Upham Village Hall 
Roy Kimble writes: 
Scrolling through the Upham Heritage Facebook page, I 
came across a photograph of the Old Village Hall at the 
bottom of Upham Street, built in 1939 as Upham’s first 
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dedicated Village Hall. Underneath were many comments about happy 
memories of weddings, parties, youth clubs, playschool, drama produc-
tions and Silver Jubilee Celebrations held there. I remember them well! 
In 2000, the New Millennium Village Hall was built and is still the centre 
of many village activities: Pre-School, Upham Players, wedding recep-
tions, children’s parties, pilates, dog training, the WW2 Exhibition and 
the Platinum Jubilee Celebration Dance. 83 years of happy memories! 
But if we are going to make it 100 years of community activity, we need 
more members of our village community to take an active role in the 
organisation and day to day running of the hall. We need new commit-
tee members and new trustees. Just contact me on 01489860327 or cy-
nandroy@btinternet.com to find out what it entails or arrange to come 
along to one of our meetings. 
At our last meeting, we expressed our thanks to Al Fuller for his hard 
work and commitment to the hall in the role of part time caretaker; he 
is now embarking on a new business venture and he will be very much 
missed! 

Winchester CC Mayor’s Community Awards 
Cyn Kimble writes: 
I found the Mayor’s Awards Ceremony in Winchester very heart-warming 
on two counts: firstly because it was lovely that the efforts of our com-
munications team to set up the Upham communications system follow-
ing Our Village, Our Voice over six years ago, and to maintain and devel-
op it were acknowledged and appreciated. Secondly, it was so heart-
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warming to witness so many people receiving the award in recognition 
of their contributions to their communities. Their contributions varied 
widely and so did their ages – from 8 years old to eighty! But what a dif-
ference they had all made to their communities by their commitment, 
enthusiasm and hard work! 

Ukraine Emergency Update 
Gwyn Halsall writes: 
The Church and the Parish Council are working closely together and 
sharing information. So far in Upham, one household is already hosting 
guests from Ukraine, and four other households have offered to host. 
Potential hosts are registering on the Government website, Homes for 
Ukraine, and on charity websites such as Reset (a long standing charity 
that has been dealing with resettlement of refugees) and LoveBristol (an 
existing community charity which has more recently turned its attention 
to the Ukrainian crisis).   
Thank you to those of you who responded to the Parish Council's 
commshub email offering support and help to hosts and their potential 
guests. We are keeping a list which is being updated by Cyn Kimble 
(cynandroy@btinternet.com 01489860327) with a view to co-ordinating 
offers of help with the need. Please do get in touch if you would like to 
be added to this list.  

Neighbourhood Watch 
Eve Croucher writes: 
The Dragonfly Project offers training for community 
members who want to offer signposting and support for 
people affected by domestic abuse. Dragonfly champions 
are trained to provide a listening ear and act as a link to 
domestic abuse support agencies so that people who are 
isolated have access to help https://paragonteam.org.uk/dragonfly-
project/ 
Most offences of theft from vehicles are opportunist. If valuable posses-
sions such as handbags, laptops, mobile phones are left on show inside a 
vehicle, it is much more likely to be targeted by thieves. 
As we head into the summer months, we know more people will be leav-
ing their vehicles at local beauty spots to go and enjoy the scenery, 
which is why we want to remind you to remove valuables from your ve-
hicle and lock it.  

• Before you leave home, think about what you need and leave any 
unnecessary items of value at home. 

• Try to park in sign-posted parking areas. 

• Be cautious about parking your car in isolation. Thieves can be put 
off when other people are around. 

• Do not leave anything in your vehicle. A jacket or coat left behind 
may be of very little value to you, but a thief may think it has been 
used to hide a laptop or handbag and will break into your vehicle to 
find out. 

• Take items with you rather than locking them in the boot, you can’t 
be sure who has seen you do this. 
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• Make sure you do not leave documents which have your personal de-

tails on in your vehicle. 

• Remember to lock all windows and sunroofs and lock all doors. Try 
the handle to check it's locked and look inside again to make sure you 
haven’t left anything behind.  

• Make use of any security products you might have such as steering 
locks. 

• Whilst enjoying the sights make sure you keep your bag and posses-
sions with you. 

• Leave the glove box open to show there's nothing inside. 

Church of the Blessed Mary 
Jane Perrott writes: 
We had a magnificent performance of The Passion at 
the Blessed Mary on Palm Sunday this year, given by 
the very talented LAMPS Theatre Company. All were 
entranced by the performance.  We 
very much hope to be able to have 
Lamps back for another performance 
later in the year. 
The church was decorated beautifully 
with flowers for the Easter Sunday ser-
vice which was lead by Rev Jane and was 
followed by an Easter Egg Hunt for the 
children in attendance.  We are now able 
to serve refreshments after the service 
and are enjoying catching up with each 
other. 
Butterflies is continuing to thrive many 
thanks Kate for all your hard work. We 
are looking forward to the Summer 
Church Fete on Saturday June 25th at The 
Manor House, Upham Street. 
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Meon Valley Food Bank  
Jane Perrot writes: 
In 2021 MVFB provided a week’s supply of food 
for just over 1500 people of which 523 were 
children.  This was a slight increase over the 
previous year.  The year ahead of us is looking 
likely to be more demanding for us all.  We are very grateful for the 
continued support from Upham and especially the recent donation from 
the Upham Parish Council.  The MVFB 2021 Annual Report can be found 
on our website www.meonvalleyfoodbank.co.uk  
For the past year we have been operating out of the Wickham Centre, 
Mill Lane, Wickham PO17 5AL. 
The staff at the Wickham Centre have been incredibly welcoming and 
supportive and the presence of the food bank clearly fits with how they 
want to help the local community.  The Wickham Pantry also operates, 
on a Tuesday, from the Wickham Centre, and it can be accessed by any-
one.  For a donation of £5, up to £15 of food can be purchased.  The 
food available is also fresh fruit, vegetables and meat, alongside non-
perishable items more information is available by email wickhampan-
try@gmail.com or on Facebook.  The Citizens Advice are now also hold-
ing regular surgeries at the Wickham Centre.  There is also a Community 
Fridge in the Foyer. Please check out 
www.wickhamcommunitycentre.org.uk for more information. 

Upham Garden Club 
The Garden Club Committee writes: 
This year we return to our lovely June evening garden visiting with 
modifications to allow us to meander and distance as we prefer. So we'll 
have 2 openings with several gardens each time: 
Monday 6 June from 7p.m.to 9 p.m. Widlers Lane Gardens: No 3, Ran-
dom Cottage, The Nutshell and Bank Cottage (well it's almost in Widlers 
Lane!) 
Monday 20 June 7 p.m.to 9 p.m. Shoe Lane: Rays Farm House, 1 Shoe 
Lane and 2 more to be confirmed by mail to the Garden Club list and 
signs on doors and gates on the evening. 
If you'd like more details and are not on the Garden Club mailing list 
please send your email address to janeashe42@yahoo.co.uk 
And please note: in Widlers Lane there is parking for disabled drivers 
only by arrangement. Anyone can park at Helen's - Bank Cottage. 
We look forward to meeting friends and neighbours to offer admiration, 
suggestions and cuttings to the owners of the gardens. These visits are 
on the basis of friends visiting each other, at private gardens with the 
usual range of trip hazards etc, so you join at your own risk. 
Don't forget the Upham Bird Watch over the weekend of 28th – 29th 
May. Please can you spend one hour at any time that weekend watching 
birds in your garden? Record the species you see landing in your garden 
and count the maximum number of each species seen at any one time, 
as you would do in the RSPB Birdwatch. If you are not sure about any 
identification, the RSPB website has lots of possible garden birds which 
you might see here Bird Identifier | British Garden Birds and Many More 
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- The RSPB, and there are lots of bird apps you can try. Please just write 
the species and numbers you see on a list and email me with your re-
sults afterwards to Jane at janeashe42@yahoo.co.uk. 
And keep holding the date of 17 September 10a.m. to 12 noon in the 
Village Hall for our Gardening for Wildlife Fair. We have great ideas in 
the planning stage! Watch this space! 

Upham Primary School 
Louie (Year 5) writes: 
On Wednesday, 6th April, in the afternoon, Suzy Green 
(who is part of the Sea Cadets) visited Upham C of E Pri-
mary School to teach the Year 5 and 6 children about 
buoyancy. 
Some of the children were interested to find out from her 
what the difference was between Scouts and Sea Cadets as they cur-
rently go to Scouts. 
The children were fascinated about how much there is to know about 
buoyancy and how this knowledge can help us. 
On each table, the children were given a box, a balloon, a cube of mod-
elling clay, marbles and a mat. First, the children had to put some wa-
ter in the box and then put the balloon on top to see what happened. 
They were able to see that the balloon floated. Then they tried pushing 
the balloon down into the water and could feel the balloon pushing back 
up, or resisting this push. Suzy explained that this was because of buoy-
ancy. She explained that if the density of the object was less than 1cm3, 
then it would float, if it was more, then it would sink because of the 
density of water. 
Next, the children put the cube of modelling clay into the water. It sank 
straight away. Suzy showed the children that the shape could be 
changed to enable it to float. They tried it and made a hollow cube or 
boat style structure and it did float which was surprising as it was the 
same piece of clay. They then explored how many marbles they could 
put in their structure before it sank. 
Suzy did lots more experiments with the class so that the children could 
find out more about buoyancy and she told them that this knowledge 
was really important for people who might want to become marine engi-
neers. She also talked a little about the importance of looking after the 
ocean. 
The visit was really interesting and the children thought it was very kind 
of her to give up her time to come and teach them more about forces 
and how they work. 

The Village Pre-School 
We have been busy over the last month learning all about the stories of 
‘Elmer the Elephant’ and ‘The Large Family’.    
We have used our hands to make these fabulous elephant pictures, we 
have made colourful Elmer elephants, learning the colour names as we 
stick the paper on the picture. 
We have taken part in lots of cooking activities, including making ele-
phant biscuits.   
The children continue to enjoy outside play every day in the lovely gar-
den at The Village Hall.  We have recently taken delivery of a new con-
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struction set which allows the 
children to use their imagination 
to make different structures.  
They worked together with an 
adult recently to make a boat and 
they have also made many dens of 
various sizes and shapes.   
We have ‘plank in the garden’ 
with the children removing their 
socks and shoes and walking over 
a plank placed over a builders 
tray with water in it.  We saw 
some excellent balancing! Only a 
few children stepped in the water, although I think some of them did so 
intentionally! 
Our vegetable beds are looking really full now, with lots of vegetables 
that we will be able to eat over the summer.  We also have some lovely 
flowers growing, including sun flowers which we will measure and rec-
ord their height. 

Summer Visitors 
Andrew Ward writes: 
Spring is in the air and the exhilara-
tion of seeing our summer visitors 
return is upon us! Swallows are once 
again swooping in and out of barns 
and outbuildings in the village. 
Whitethroats are taking up territo-
ries in our hedgerows and the males 
are currently more visible than usual 
as they perch on high branches and 
perform their song flights in an ef-
fort to find a mate and keep intrud-
ers away. And the fluty song of the 
blackcap seems to emanate from 
every small clump of trees and bush-
es. At last, what seemed like a long 
winter is behind us. 
I have spent quite a lot of time in 
the last couple of months out in the 
field locally, doing bird surveys for 
the Hampshire Ornithological Society 
(HOS). Hampshire, and particularly the New Forest, is one of the last 
strongholds of the lesser spotted woodpecker, a diminutive, character-
ful and elusive cousin of the familiar great spotted woodpecker which 
many of us see in our gardens. The lesser spotted woodpecker has un-
fortunately been declining steeply across Britain over the last 20 years 
and so, this year, HOS is endeavouring to do a comprehensive survey of 
all its known former haunts in the county to see how it is doing. Amanda 
did see one in our garden in 2018 but otherwise I’ve found no sign of 
them in Upham. They were known to breed at the Moors at least until 
2019. If you don’t know it, the Moors is a small nature reserve on the 
southern edge of Bishops Waltham which contains a number of springs 

Siskin 
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Open Air Theatre                                             Al Fresco Film 
Peter Pan by J. M. Barrie                                      West Side Story 

Sunday 3 July                                                       Saturday 10 September 

  
Gardens open at 1pm  -                                       Gardens open at 6pm -  
Play starts at 3pm                                                Film starts at 8.15pm 

Tickets at www.illyria.co.uk                                   Tickets at 
www.theholtestate.co.uk  
Donation to the Hospital of St Cross 

Please bring a picnic and enjoy the gardens before these events 

The Holt   SO32 1HR 
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 which are sources of the River Hamble.  
So I volunteered to visit the Moors as part of the HOS survey. The 
best time to locate lesser spotted woodpeckers is early on a still 
morning in late winter and early spring when the birds are most ac-
tive and noisy as they call and “drum” in order to establish breeding 
territories. I made six visits totalling 20 hours between mid-February 
and early April. Unfortunately, I found no sign of any lesser spotted 
woodpeckers, even though the local great spotted and green wood-
peckers were active and noisy, so I fear that we have lost our local 
population. Nobody is really sure why the species is declining so 
much, although one theory is that they are a casualty of climate 
change. The adults rely on moth caterpillars to feed their young. 
With the climate changing, moth caterpillars are emerging earlier 
than before and, as a result, are also pupating and disappearing ear-
lier. The woodpeckers, which use daylight hours rather than temper-
ature to time the start of their breeding season, have not adjusted 
and so there is less food available for their young. 
I did see some interesting birds while I was looking for woodpeckers. 
On one occasion, as I approached the spring known as the Sandboils, 
a little egret flew up, ghostly white, out of the steamy mist rising 
from the water. On another, a peregrine falcon flew fast and low 
over the trees. On one of my early visits, a flock of acrobatic green 
and yellow siskins dangled from the seed heads remaining in the 
woods, calling to each other with their high-pitched nasal calls. And 
on a later visit, three garganey (attractive small ducks with a dis-
tinctive white stripe over the eye) flying up from the mill pond were 
early harbingers of spring. 
I have also started my Upham Farmland survey and will report on 
that in the next issue. 

Upham FC 
Roger Cooper writes: 
Upham First team completed a successful season to 
finish in a creditable 3rd place in the League having 
played 18, won 12, drawn 1 and lost 5. On 19/3 they 
lost their final league game of the season 4-1 against  
Meon Milton with Dan Gibbons scoring Upham’s goal. 
A good run in the L4 Challenge Cup saw them safely through the first 
round when AFC Petersfield were unable to raise a side. In the two-
legged second round they won the first leg 4-2 away to Clarendon 
Juniors on 2/4 with goals from Andres Mesa, Dan Gibbons, Tom King 
and Nick Toth and then won the home leg on 9/4 11-0 with goals 
from Inaki Maneru(3) Wes Allwood(2), Andres Mesa(2), Andy Catter-
son, Sam Gill, Sam Charles and Nick Toth. On 23/4 Upham travelled 
to Hook in the Semi-Final of the L4 Challenge Cup, only to be nar-
rowly beaten 5-4 with Sam Charles(3) and Nick Toth on target for 
Upham. 
Upham Reserves continued their improved form to finish in 4th place 
in the League, having played 18, won 8, drawn 1 and lost 9. On 19/3, 
they won 2-0 away to Inmar in the Junior League Cup –Rnd 1 with 
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Liam Mears scoring both Upham goals. On 26/3 they won 6 -1 away to 
Botley Village in the League with goals from Liam Mears(4), Nick Toth 
and Avram Lulian and followed that by a 6-0 defeat away to BTC 
Southampton Res.   Upham Res were away to Shield in the Semi-Final 
of the Junior League Cup on 9/4 and were narrowly beaten 5-4 with 
Liam Mears, Grant Glendinning, James Weeks and Adam Wyld scoring 
Upham’s goals. Upham Res completed their League season on 23/4 
with a 5-3 win at home to Inmar with Luke Smith(3), Adam Wyld and 
Nathan Wyld on target for Upham. 
Upham now have a good squad of players to build on, but as always, 
finance to keep the Club running continues to be a challenge, so we 
would really like to hear from any for potential sponsors that can sup-
port us financially for next season. 

Visit to Southwick House 
Chris Little writes: 
As part of the Upham World War 
2 Exhibition, a visit to South-
wick House, near Portsmouth, 
was organised by Newton 
Astbury and offered to residents 
in Upham. I have always wanted 
to visit the map room, where 
the D-Day invasion was planned, 
after seeing David Haigh’s fasci-
nating play ‘Pressure’, which 
relates the part played by me-
teorologist Captain James Stagg 
in the operation. He successfully predicted a window of relatively 
calm weather for 6th June 1944, following a period of heavy winds and 
high seas which made land-
ings on the Normandy beaches 
seem impossible.  The Ger-
man defences were caught off 
guard by the unexpected tim-
ing of the invasion. 
Our group were welcomed to 
Southwick Park by our host 
Richard, who curates the Roy-
al Military Police Museum on 
the site, and warned us 
against straying from our par-
ty for fear of encountering an 
officer just out of the shower 
– as Southwick House serves 
as an Officers’ mess!  Standing in front of the vast map of the Chan-
nel, which has been preserved in situ in the map room, Richard gave 
us a vivid account of the planning and execution of the landings. As 
well as recounting the role of Captain Stagg, he also told us of the 
vital part played by counter-intelligence agents, who were able to 
divert German forces away from the Normandy beaches in anticipa-
tion of an invasion from the Pas-de-Calais. 
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 We then moved to the bar – the very room where Eisenhower, in con-
sultation with his senior officers, made the momentous decision to go 
ahead with the operation. It took little imagination on our parts to 
feel the unique sense of history permeating this room. 
Our thanks go to Newton for organising this visit to a place of truly 
national historic importance within 20 miles of Upham. 

WW2 Exhibition at Upham Village Hall 
Chris Little writes: 
What a fantastic show! Following the suc-
cess of the WW1 exhibition held in 2018, the 
organisers of this exhibition pulled all the 
stops out for this fascinating, extremely well 
attended follow-up. Packed full of stories of 
local wartime—I learnt that Widlers Lane, 
where I live, had been bombed! - the dis-
plays recounted the events of World War 2 
in vivid detail, and the artefacts reflected, 
and brought back memories, of the times, 
accompanied by a sound track of old favour-
ite wartime songs from members of Upham 
Players. Stars of show were perhaps the 
magnificent collection of bicycles, trucks 
and tractors from the time. 
We hope to preserve some of the displays on 
the village website in future—watch this 
space for further news. Meanwhile, enor-
mous congratulations must go to the organ-
ising committee for mounting such a splen-
did show. 
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Thurs 2 June  
evening 

The Lighting of a Beacon at the top of the hill behind 
the Recreation Ground. At 21.30 

Fri 3 June 7 p.m. Celebration Dinner and Dance (see below)/ 

Sun 5 June, lunchtime A village bring-and-share/bring-your-own Family Picnic 
for all at the Recreation Ground.  

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in Upham  
A reminder of the events being organised for the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee: 


