
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

  



 

 Stop Press: possible new plans for Mortimers Lane 
David Ashe writes: 
Eastleigh Borough Council is preparing its new Local Plan for the period 
2011-2036. To inform this work an 'Issues and Options' document is currently 
being consulted on. This seeks views on the need for new homes and other 
development and the different ways and places in which these needs could 
be met. 
The consultation document identifies eight different options for providing 
new housing, some of which will be adopted in the Local Plan. It can be seen 
at 
https://www.eastleigh.gov.uk/media/180247/151217-Issues-and-
Options_postcabformat.pdf 
Two of the options could affect Upham more directly than others, and these 
are shown below. 
Option B (page 32 in the consultation document) could result in 3,700 new 
houses and 29,000 sq m of employment floorspace to the north of Fair Oak 
and Bishopstoke, with a new link road from Mortimers Lane to the M3 at 

junction 12. 
Option C (page 36 in the document) could result in 2,500 houses and a new 
primary school in a new development both sides of Mortimers Lane and the 
Winchester Road.  
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The closing date for comments is 17:00 on Wednesday 17 February 2016. 
Upham Parish Council will be responding to this consultation and is organis-
ing a public meeting to seek your opinions as to what the response should 
be. This Public Meeting will be at 7.30 p.m on Monday 1st February in the 
village hall.  

Happy New Year to everyone!  
Happy New Year to everyone. This issue is a little late as we extended the 
copy deadline – January 4th seemed so soon after Christmas and New Year! 
Thanks again to our sponsors; we now have sponsorship until July but please 
contact us to offer support to carry us into our second year of publication. 
This time we welcome Eve Croucher, Foot Health Practitioner (see back 
page). We really would welcome feedback from readers and suggestions for 
articles and events we could cover. Contact us on 
commshub@uphamvillage.org.uk. We are very grateful to David Ashe for his 
help with the printing of both the last and the current issue. The copy dead-
line for the next issue will be 19th March.  
Editors: Cyn Kimble, Chris Little.  Distribution: Jane Brown.   
Commshub Co-ordinator: Mike Elliott 

What’s on 
 
How to apply for affordable housing in Upham 
Anne Collins, Clerk to Upham Parish Council writes: 
Upham Parish Council has been working hard to try and achieve some afford-
able housing in the new Torbay Farm development in Sciviers Lane. Outline 
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planning permission has now been approved for eight affordable homes – two 
for shared ownership and six for rent. Although it is early days yet, it was 

felt that we should inform any potential tenants that they should make sure 
that they are on the Winchester City Council housing list (Hampshire Home 
Choice) so that they qualify and can be considered. 
These affordable properties will be for residents who live, or have previously 
lived, in the parish of Upham, or still have close family living here, and/or 
work in the parish.  Priority will be given to applicants who have this local 
connection for at least three years.  If there is more than one applicant who 
meets the local connection criteria bidding for the same property, then the 
allocations team will offer the home to the person with the greatest housing 
need (shown on their band) and will then look at the length of time on the 
housing register.  Therefore it is important that you register your interest as 
soon as possible.  
The links to enable any resident to apply online are:  
https://www.hampshirehomechoice.org.uk,  
http://www.helptobuysouth.co.uk 
These sites explain how to register, how to bid for a property and how the 
properties are allocated. They also have a useful section with Frequently 
Asked Questions. 
As the development progresses there will be more information available and 
an Open Event for potential tenants to attend, but councillors feel that it is 
important to stress that getting your name on the Housing List now is very 
important if you wish to be considered.  It might be too late when the hous-
es are built! 

 
Upham Village Hall 
Dick Richmond writes: 
The Trustees of Upham Village Hall would like to invite members of the com-
munity to consider joining the management committee of the hall. 
The hall has undergone something of a transformation over the last five 
years. A significant amount of refurbishment has taken place, including the 
installation of a brand new kitchen. Improved booking arrangements have 

Mon 25th Jan 7.30pm   Village Hall Parish Council 

Sat 30th Jan 2pm Rec Ground Upham Res v Shield 

Sat 30th Jan 7.30pm The Village Safari Supper 

Mon 1st Feb  8pm Village Hall Garden Club Talk by Lynda Harris 

Mon 1st Feb 7.30 p.m. Village Hall UPC Public meeting on EBC local plan 

Mon 22nd  Feb 7.30pm      Village Hall Parish Council 

Sat 12th March 8.30 Church   Breakfast Talk by Chris Lubbe, UNICEF 

Fri18th, Sat19th March Village Hall Upham Players ‘March Medley’ 

Mon 25th April Village Hall Annual Parish Assembly 
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 helped to increase revenues such that the hall is running a useful surplus on 
activities; and new cleaning arrangements are proving successful. The pro-
spects for the hall are certainly positive. The management committee has 
changed little during the last five years and it would benefit from people 
from within the community joining with fresh ideas. We meet for about an 
hour approximately eight times a year. If you would like to see what the hall 
has to offer, have a look at the tab on the village website for “Hall” at 
http://www.uphamvillage.org.uk/. 
Do please think about this opportunity and let us know if 
you would like to play a part in the running of an attractive 
facility, which makes a significant contribution to the en-
joyment of many in and around the Upham area.  
Dick Richmond (Chair) 01489 860261,  
Gary Armstrong (Treasurer) 01489 861382 

 
Upham Safari Supper- 30th January 2016 
Nicola Hill writes: 
This is a fun informal evening, which has been running for over 20 years, 
when a dozen or so villagers volunteer to host one of two courses, and eve-
ryone moves around the village, eating their starter and main course at dif-
ferent venues. We then all join together at the house of another kind volun-
teer for puddings, cheese and more wine!  Each year we choose a charity to 
support: this year we are raising money for the Upham Bandits, which does 
such a great job for the youngsters in the village. 
The whole evening is relaxed and casual with easy food a priority! It is a 
great opportunity for newcomers to meet new neighbours and old friends to 
catch up with each other. If you’d like to join in please contact either  
Nicola Hill hills.widlers@btconnect.com (860337) or  
Sarah Tice at sarahtice@outlook.com (860866). 

 
Upham Velo 
David Bell writes: 
Mountain biking on the trails around Upham has been an interesting experi-
ence over the last month.  The main theme has been mud, mud and more 
mud.  Hopefully the new year will usher in some dry conditions to dry out 
the trails a bit. For more information on Upham Velo contact 
dwbell@gmail.com . 

 
Upham Parish Council 
Ann Collins writes: 
Upham Parish Council will be producing an Emergency Plan over the next 
few months.  Cllr Dunford and the Clerk attended a workshop in Winchester 
to discuss how the plan would work.  A representative from the HCC Emer-
gency Planning Team will attend the UPC Annual Parish Assembly on Monday 
25th April to speak to residents about how useful a plan can be.   
Upham Shop is still up for sale and it has been agreed that Upham Parish 
Council would not trigger the moratorium as it would be difficult to raise the 
funds required.  This means that the shop is now for sale on the open mar-
ket.   
Parish Councillors discussed the budget requirements for 2016/17 and have 
agreed to increase the parish precept by £1,000 to cover additional expendi-
ture incurred, for example, in implementing the Upham Parish Plan (OVOV). 
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 The problem of overgrown hedges has been brought to our 
attention.  The hedges that are on bus routes and alongside 
the road are causing particular problems, and landowners 
are asked if they could keep them cut back to ensure that 
vehicles do not get damaged.  Footpaths also need continu-
al maintenance by the landowners.  Overgrown hedges and 
inaccessible paths are reported to the Rights of Way Officer 
at HCC.  If you own a footpath then please ensure that it is kept clear for 
walkers who enjoy walking in the Upham countryside. 
County Councillor Humby is constantly attending meetings to discuss the lack 
of a faster broadband. This is a problem for many rural parishes, and alt-
hough Upham is in the programme, 2017 is when we should 
be getting the faster broadband, which is still a long way 
off.   
The next two Parish Council Meetings for 2016 are at 7.30 
p.m. on Monday 25th January and Monday 22nd February, 
at Upham Village Hall.  

Upham FC 
Roger Cooper writes: 
The weather is currently playing havoc with fixtures, but 
after 12 matches, Upham FC are currently lying 6th in Div 1 of the Hampshire 
Premier League (played 12, won 5, lost 6, drawn 1). 
Latest Match report: Upham 5 Hayling United 3 (played on 19/12/15) 
Upham put in a tremendous team performance against high flying Hayling 
United and showed great character to come from a goal down to take all 
three points. Hayling took an early lead when a cross to the far post was 
slotted home. Upham responded well and Tom Munday scored from a penalty 
for handball from Liam Spencer’s long throw-in. Our keeper, Tim Jackson, 
then did well to tip a Hayling header round the post before, minutes later, 
Tom Munday gave Upham the lead with a well-placed header from a Tom 
Mackinder free-kick. Jackson pulled off another great save just before the 
break to tip a Hayling header over the crossbar, then punched clear another 
dangerous cross, and Andy Catterson blocked another break as Hayling fin-
ished the half on the attack. 
After the break Munday completed his hat trick, collecting a loose ball to 
round the keeper. Hayling pulled a goal back from a corner, and then equal-
ised from the penalty spot. Upham continued to press and were rewarded 
with another penalty late in the game after Jack Ormiston was up-ended.  
Once again, Munday stepped up to dispatch the spot-kick.  Ormiston then 
wrapped up the scoring deep into injury time, lifting the ball over the Hay-
ling keeper into the roof of the net. 
Upham Reserves’ season is going well, sitting in third position and so far 
unbeaten in the league, having played 5, won 4 and drawn I game. They are 
also through to the final of the Southampton Junior ‘B’ Cup for the second 
successive season. They narrowly lost the final 2-1 last year at AFC Totton’s 
ground, but hope to go one better this year when they face Kings Park Rang-
ers in the final in March (date yet to be announced) 
Our next fixtures are on 30th January, 2 p.m. starts, when the first team 

6 

See us on www.uphamvillage.org.uk 



 

 play Andover Lions away, and the reserves play Shield at 
home. 
Upham FC maintain a website containing all the above 
details at:- 
http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/uphamfc/.  
We are always looking for enthusiastic volunteers to help 
with the running of the club, both on match days and with 
general organisation. Anyone interested should contact Roger Cooper on 
01489 783373 or 07925 054873. 

 

Upham Bandits Youth Club  
Lizzie Davidson writes: 
Last term was totally packed. Everyone loved smashing pumpkins at Hallow-
een: it was surprising how quickly they could be reduced to a pulp! The 
messy games night was very messy indeed, with lots of flour, whipped cream 
and sweets involved. I thoroughly recommend the after-eight game if you 
want to have a good laugh!  We rounded off the term with a trip to the Win-
chester Ice Rink, which was great fun, and with no major injuries! We then 
had an evening of party and Christmas music. After a good rest over the holi-
days everyone has come back with great enthusiasm and energy.    
We are planning three outings this term, hopefully including the new oxygen 
trampoline centre in Southampton. We also have many exciting things on the 
programme, such as a beach party (in the middle of winter?!) and tie dyeing!   

 
Stay and Play  
Lizzie Davidson writes: 
We had a great last term, with lots of play time and new toys. The play 
dough has been very popular: it is now all one brown/purple colour but still 
does the job just fine! We had a great end to the term with a Stay and Play 
Christmas party. We headed to the adventure barn for a soft play session and 
then headed back for a bring and share lunch, and everyone got a little 
something from a Secret Santa.  This term, we have had a few new arrivals 
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in the group, and it has been lovely to welcome everyone back after the 
break!  

 
Upham Garden Club 
Jenny Bird writes: 
November's talk on bees in the garden was a fascinating insight into support-
ing diversity of pollinators. John Harveson was inspiring and we had so many 
questions that he had trouble getting away.  
The next Garden Club meeting is on 1st February at 20.00 in the Village Hall 
when Lynda Harris will speak about Gardens in France. She is a British Land-
scape Architect based in Paris with projects throughout France and the UK.  
She has twelve years’ experience of garden and landscape design, of which 
nine have been spent working in France. She has worked for world-famous 
garden designers including Dan Pearson in London and Louis Benech in Par-
is. See www.lyndaharris.com. 
Lynda leads garden tours all over France and will show wonderful pictures to 
remind us of the joys of summer gardening. What a treat on a (probably) wet 
winter evening! Everyone welcome: £5 on the door. If you'd like to join the 
Garden Club mailing list please contact Jane Ashe 
(janeashe42@yahoo.co.uk).  
We also hope to arrange a willow weaving workshop during the spring. This 
will probably take place in woodland near Fair Oak on a Saturday. Watch this 
space! For more information, contact Jenny Bird on 01489 860914 

 
Neighbourhood Watch 
Tim Garlick writes: 
Our neighbourhood watch Village co-ordinator is Tim Garlick 
(tngarlick@gmail.com). As a reminder, if you need to contact the police, for 
non- urgent issues please dial 101. For emergencies only, dial 999. 

 
The Brushmakers 
Martin Danby writes: 
The village will soon be losing a long-established family and friends to many 
of us, as the Ventons are leaving The Brushmakers Arms and the Woodman at 
the end of January. Keith hails from Portsmouth, where he studied to be a 
chef at Highbury College and then did his training in various restaurants in 
that city. It was during this time that he met Nicola, although it was only a 
few years later, whilst in Upham, that they became ‘an item’. 
He came to The Brushmakers’ 18 years ago as the chef and in 2006 became 
the landlord when Tony Mottram gave up the tenancy and moved away from 
the area. Recently, Keith also became the landlord of The Woodman, follow-
ing the retirement of the long-serving Tony Senger and his wife, Joan. 
Keith and his family have been an integral part of the village. They have 
supported village sports, especially the football team, through sponsorship, 
village events where they would often be asked to provide the bar facilities, 
pond cleaning, where they provided the free bacon rolls to keep the spirits 
up; the list could continue. They have brought the annual beer festival to 
the Brushmakers and continued with music, be it bands or Morris Men, to 
both pubs. There have been the quiz nights and, most importantly, good 
food, good ale and good company. 
A particular kindness that affected me was when Keith offered to cook our 
goose, literally, at Christmas 2013, when the power failed. Although he 
needed the ovens, he would not abandon our goose until it was finally 
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 cooked even though this became inconvenient and he insisted on doing the 
basting as well. All I had to do was collect it when ready. The day and the 
meal was saved and we were not the only ones to benefit from this type of 
kind gesture. 
I am told,Alfie, who is now just six, has become aware, like many before him, 
of the ghost that haunts The Brushmakers, and of the footsteps of Mr. 
Chickett, the brush maker from centuries before, who late at night seeks out 
his murderer and his stolen money, or so legend would have it.  
We wish Keith, Nicola and Alfie all the very best for the next stages of their 
lives. He leaves behind many friends who hope he can make many return vis-
its, this time on our side of the bar. 
Nicky Roper and Reece Taylor write: 
Hello Upham! We are very excited to be taking over the running of the Brush-
maker's at the end of the month and look forward to meeting you all. We 
would like to explain what is going on over the first week. 
We move in on Saturday the 30th January. We will have a limited menu and be 
open all day for drinks. On Sunday 31st we will have a small bar menu plus our 
Sunday roast until 3.30pm. We will close at 10pm and start the redecoration. 
We will be closed on 1st—4th February for redecoration, and then re-open 
with a bang on Friday 5th at 6pm with a free first drink and canapes to all 
comers! Due to numbers expected, we will be offering the Bar menu only. 
It will be business as usual on the Saturday with both menus up and running. 
We do plan to open all day on Saturdays. The doors will be open during the 
redecoration so please feel free to come and have a look and any questions 
will be welcome. We look forward very much to seeing you all! 

The Woodman 
Richard Acton of Autovue Ltd writes: 
Unexpectedly and due to circumstances beyond our con-
trol, the current tenant at the Woodman Inn, Mr Keith 
Venton, has decided to cease trading at the property. 
We are deeply disappointed to see the pub closed in this 
manner, as I am sure many in the village are too.   
Both landlord and tenant are seeking a replacement to release the tenant 
from the obligations of his lease. Autovue Limited have instructed the Li-
censed Leisure team at Savills to market the property.  Any interested parties 
should direct their enquiries to Adam Bullas at Savills 023 8071 3957 or 
abullas@savills.com. We hope to update you in the near future with news of a 
new tenant. 

 
 
 
 
 
The Village Pre-school 
Claire Parry writes: 
Last term the children learnt about autumn: how animals hibernate, making 
hedgehog models, collecting leaves to make ‘leaf people’, and cooking autum-
nal-coloured pizzas and oat muffins. We celebrated Bonfire Night with fire-
work pictures and models, even making up some words to describe the fire-
works! We celebrated Divali, and observed Remembrance with a minute’s si-
lence and by making poppy crafts and cooking poppy biscuits. 
We did our own version of the BBC Countryfile Ramble, for which the children 
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were sponsored, with the money raised going to the BBC Children in Need 
Appeal. The children enjoyed their walk and found lots to interest them 
from the local environment. The children all watched the recent launch of 
the Space Shuttle live and talked about how exciting it would be to go into 
space. We had visitors from a zoo, and the children proved to be much brav-
er than the teachers when given the opportunity to hold snakes, rats, giant 
snails and a giant millipede! 
Even our one-year old children participated in our Christmas Show, which 
was called ‘Pass the Parcel’ and was enjoyed by over a hundred parents, 
grandparents, aunts and uncles and other relatives. We followed the show 
with a sing-song and the children made some lovely Christmas crafts to take 
home, including cakes which smelt yummy! 
One of the most exciting events in December was the visit of two of Santa’s 
elves: every morning when the children came in they had been up to mis-
chief, which they found highly amusing!  At the end of term we enjoyed our 
Christmas party, during which everyone was very excited that Father Christ-
mas could spare the time to come and visit the children. We even heard Ru-
dolf land the sleigh on the roof of the village hall – let’s hope he didn’t do 
too much damage! For the new term the children will be learning all about 
‘Winter’ and ‘Space’. 

 
Upham Shop Action Group 
Cyn Kimble writes 
Although there has been some interest from a Postmaster in running an out-
reach Post Office service in Upham there is now a problem in finding a host 
for it. Any new leaseholder at the Woodman would need to commit and fa-
cilities at the Village Hall are already fully booked during the week. The 
Alma management have been asked about hosting and have said they would 
be happy to do so. We may, at last, have a positive outcome!  
The Parish Council decided not to invoke the moratorium on the sale of Low-
er Upham Stores which remains on the market. An information leaflet em-
phasising the strong wish of the community for the shop to be reopened and 
the promise of support from villagers has been passed on to the Estate 
Agents with the hope of encouraging possible buyers. 
Helen Melia, a Business advisor from the Plunkett Foundation gave a presen-
tation to USAG which was encouraging and inspiring. However, the problem 
of finding a suitable site for a Community Shop still seems insurmountable. 
USAG continue to investigate possibilities. 

The Church of the Blessed Mary 
Vicky Gardner writes: 
The festive season was as ever a busy time at Blessed Mary Church, starting 
with the Christingle service. There was a full house for the service of nine 
lessons and carols, which included some very beautiful music from the choir, 
followed by mulled wine and nibbles. At the end of the service we were very 
sad to present a leaving gift to Richard Dewland, our brilliant organist and 
choir master, who is leaving us for pastures new. He has been an inspiration 
to us dur-

ing his 
time 
here 
and 
both he 
and his 
family 
will be 
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 sorely missed.  
On the Monday before Christmas, 27 primary school 
aged children attended an activity day: a morning of 
festive craft and cooking, followed by a scavenger hunt. 
Thanks go to Leslie, Lizzie and Helen and 15 young peo-
ple who helped me to organise the day. The crib service 
on Christmas Eve also involved young people of all ages 
and helped to put the real meaning of Christmas back 
into the heart of the festivities. This was followed by 
the midnight mass. Another full house for the Christmas 
day service completed a busy and successful celebration 
of Christmas. 
However, just because Christmas is over we haven’t 
stopped: we are here every Sunday and would be delighted to see new faces.  
We also have a very special event coming up in the form of a breakfast talk 
by Chris Lubbe, a Unicef Children’s Champion who was also Nelson Man-
dela’s personal bodyguard. Hear his inspiring story at 8.30 a.m.on 12th 
March, to be followed by light refreshments. Tickets from Colin Russell 
(02380692352) or the church office (01489 892197). 

Upham School 
Sue Harris writes: 
A group of 8 keen musicians from class 4 were lucky 
enough to perform at The Royal Albert Hall as part of the 
Youth Proms. The choir sang in front of an audience of 
several thousand people and were able to listen to a 
number of inspirational youth orchestras. It was an 
amazing opportunity for everyone involved and some-
thing they will always remember.
One of the great advantages of Upham school is that 
every child appears in one of the three Christmas Plays, 
a lovely way to start the Christmas celebrations. Collec-
tions were made at all the shows, and the children them-
selves decided which charity their class would support.  
They also participated in the shoebox appeal, where 
they make up present boxes for children who wouldn’t 
otherwise receive any gifts. 
Class 4 children also planned a coffee morning for their 
families to raise £210 for MacMillan Cancer Care. They baked cakes and wait-
ed on families in the hall. A huge turnout of parents and grandparents 
helped to create a really lovely atmosphere. 
As always, sport has played a major part of life in Upham School.  Children 
who might not otherwise participate in sporting competitions came an im-
pressive 4th out of 13 in a golfing tournament: they are now looking forward 
to representing their school  in the future. We also entered a team from 
year 5 and 6 in the Small Schools Football Tournament. As the team report-
ed: 
“We went to a small schools tournament where there were 7 teams, includ-
ing Upham. We played each team twice and we didn’t let one goal in! By 
winning the tournament we became County Champions which means we will 
be going to Bristol for the next round where we will play other County Cham-
pions in the South West. 
How did you score the goals? By working well as a team. 
Do you have any tactics for the final? We have a 123 tactic for corners. 
[The children began to explain this ‘code’ but then realised they would be 
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giving away their secret to success!] We can’t tell you what it means as it’s 
a secret!!! 
How did you become champions? By not letting in any goals and persever-
ing against difficult teams. 
How do you think you can get better? We need to prepare our formation 
better. We need to practise as a team. 
What prize did you get? A shield and the chance to go to Bristol. 
Do you have your own numbers or do you wear different numbers? No, we 
change.” 
On behalf of Upham Primary School, the school council would like to wish 
the team the very best of luck with the next round!  

Upham Flower Show 
Heather Flaherty writes: 
There are funds available from the profits of the Autumn 
Flower and Vegetable Show and from the sales of the Upham 
Calendar.  If there is any group in the village that has a need 
for a donation for a specific item or event, please contact 
either Rosamond Sweet-Escott (rosamond@sweet-
escott.co.uk) or Heather Flaherty (hbflaherty@hotmail.com) 
with details. 
Don’t forget to start sowing sweet pea and broad bean seeds now ready for 
the Autumn Flower and Produce Show! 

Walking Group 
Two people contacted us to say they would be interested in a Walking Group 
in the village. It would be much more fun with more participants so if you 
are interested, please either email commshub@uphamvillage.org.uk or 
phone Cyn on 01489860327. 

Flamingos Cricket Club 
Tony  Rolfe writes: 
The winter does not stop the Flamingos cricket team! Under the heading 
of Owlesbury, they have won, without losing a game, the Winchester Division 
2 indoor cricket league, winning promotion to Div 1. 
Meanwhile, the ground at the Holt was put to bed back at the end of the 
season and is still tucked up for the winter.  The square has enjoyed some 
new loam and the wicket has been aerated. We have, however, been in 
a battle with moles that have decided that our out field would be a good 
place to live. 
Flamingos will remain in Hampshire Division 3 North in the summer after 
finishing 7th in the league last year. There will be practice nets leading up 
to the season. The league starts on the second Saturday of May. So lets hope 
for another full season of good cricket, good weather, good teas and good 
company. 

Upham Players 
Lorraine Cheshire writes: 
'Christmas Can be Murder', the  recent production by Upham 
Players performed over 4 nights to a packed village hall in late 
November, was a great success. Written as usual by Shelley 
Pitter, who also adeptly directed, and Martin Dearlove, the 
show was an engaging and seasonal murder mystery which saw the village 
hall convincingly transformed into Berrington Hall, the stately home of Lord 
and Lady Berrington, welcoming their guests to the annual Berrington Christ-
mas Party. 
This witty 'whodunnit' unfolded over five scenes with a delicious supper, ably 
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served between scenes by younger cast members in costume and character, 
which added to the experience. Each scene delivered a perfect blend of 
who's who; family tensions; hu-
mour and deft clues. The play 
was performed in Traverse with 
much of the action in the centre 
of the hall as well as on the 
stage, with the audience on two 
sides.  This gave plenty of op-
tions for entrances and exits and 
kept the pace and flow of the 
piece moving along nicely. The 
cast worked brilliantly as an en-
semble, and when on stage to-
gether gave the audience plenty 
to think about! 
There were some excellent char-
acterisations, notably the haughty Lady Berrington (Gwyn Halsall) and her 
husband's elderly aunt Lady Maud, (Cyn Kimble),  whose scowl and look of 
derision could have curdled milk!  The Reverend Collins (played by Chris Lit-
tle) was also suitably obsequious and truly belonged in a Jane Austen novel. 
The contrast between the old Nanny (Jenny Allan) and the new (Jo Knox 
Kennedy), a key point of focus in the play, was a delight, as was the change 
in tempo brought about by the entrances of the younger Berringtons. This 
was beautifully judged. 
The appearance of Inspector Gough was eagerly anticipated and hugely en-
joyed by the audience on every occasion as he swept in with his cry of " Keep 
Calm!". Set and Costume showed fantastic attention to detail and were used 
very effectively as 'clues' on occasions. 
The Friday night performance was a charity fund raiser for two local chari-
ties Wessex Cancer Trust and Countess Mountbatten Hospice and a generous 
£1800 was raised to be divided between them. 
Including backstage, catering, bar staff and chaperoning, and its talented 
cast, over fifty people were involved in mounting the production. A lovely 
village event and a great start to the festive season!  Thanks to one and all 
for a wonderful evening's entertainment! 
Shelley Pitter writes: 
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Our next production is March Medley, an 
evening of one-act plays, including pieces 
from three of our greatest contemporary 
playwrights, Alan Bennett, Alan Ayckbourn 
and Harold Pinter, on Friday 18th and Satur-
day 19th March.  
Seating will be around tables, and the ticket 
price of £9.50 adults, £6.50 children, in-
cludes food. There will also be a licensed 
bar. Information and tickets from Chris Lit-
tle on 01489 860258 or lit-
tle537@btinternet.com.  
We also plan to produce Separate Tables by 
Terence Rattigan in November  
and are looking specifically to cast two female roles in their 20s/30s. If there 
is anyone who would like to join in what is always a very social and enjoya-
ble experience please get in touch with Gwyn Halsall on 01489 860258. We 
look forward to welcoming you to our next production. 

 
This issue’s sponsor 
Eve Croucher writes: 
Hi, my name is Eve and I have lived in Upham for 32 years with my husband 
Malcolm. If you see me on my regular walks around the village, please say 
hello! After being a nurse for 30 years, I qualified in 2003 as a Foot Health 
Practitioner and now specialise in biomechanics and cryotherapy for verru-
cae.  
I can give advice and treatment for foot, ankle and lower limb disorders, 
including foot complications caused by diabetes and rheumatoid arthritis. I 
can identify the possible causes of pain in the foot as well as hip, knee and 
back pain. I can also supply orthotics, insoles, and special devices to wear 
inside shoes to cushion, control and re-align the body. 
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