
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

  



 

 

Upham Village Hall  
Upham Village Hall is located in Lower Upham and is available to all! It was built using 
traditional materials and employs an environmentally sound design. It was part spon-
sored by the Millennium Commission. 
The Hall is an ideal venue for wedding receptions, balls and other parties and it is also 
suitable for a wide range of other activities. Regular users include a thriving Pre-
School, badminton, the village amateur dramatic society (Upham Players), dance, mu-
sic and pilates classes, cake-decorating classes, youth club (Upham Bandits) and dog 
and puppy training. The committee room and small meeting room have proved to be 
very popular for meetings, talks and demonstrations on both a regular and a one-off 
basis.  It has a large well lit car park surrounded by grassy areas which is suitable for 
around 40 cars Should you wish to make a booking Kate Buckland is the Bookings Secre-
tary and can be contacted on 07901 133199 or booking@uphamvillagehall.org.uk.  Why 

Fri 4th Sept 7pm Village Hall Upham Bandits 

Sat 12th Sept Village Hall Flower and Produce  Show 

Mon 14th Sept 7pm    Committee Room, Village Hall Village Hall AGM 

Mon 21st Sept 8 p.m. Village Hall Defibrillator training session 

Mon 28th Sept 7.30 p.m. Committee Room, Village Hall Parish Council meeting 

Mon 26th Oct 7.30 p.m. Committee Room, Village Hall Parish Council meeting 

Weds 25th, Thurs 26th, Fri 
27th, Sat 28th Nov 7.30 p.m. 

Village Hall Upham Players ‘Christmas 
Can be Murder!’ 

What’s on   

Thurs 3rd Sept 9 am School Years 1-6 return  

Mon 7th Sept 9 am School Year R start school 

Sun 27th Sept 11 am Church Harvest Festival and lunch 

About Upham Update 
This is the first issue of Upham Update, part of the Communication Group’s strategy 
for improving communication in the village after responses to the OVOV questionnaire 
indicated that residents thought improved communication was vital for a thriving 
community like Upham. Our aim is to produce updates every two months, initially 
distributed on paper but moving towards online publication via email and the Village 
Website; we will be happy to continue to deliver paper versions to those who would 
prefer it.  We welcome feedback on this issue and contributions of articles for the 
next issue on anything you would like to share with fellow villagers.  Offers of spon-
sorship from local businesses to cover the costs of future editions would be a bonus. 
The Communications Group propose to act as a Hub facilitating information flow 
throughout the village by co-ordinating use of noticeboards, flyers, Village Website 
(www.uphamvillage.org.uk), Upham Village Facebook Page and, of course, the Upham 
Update. If you have feedback or contributions for future issues, please email: 
commshub@uphamvillage.org.uk. The copy deadline is 16th October. Current Com-
munication Hub Members are Mike Elliott (Hub coordinator), Jane Brown (Distribution) 
Cyn Kimble and Chris Little (Update Editors) We would, of course welcome new mem-
bers! 
Cyn Kimble and Chris Little (eds) 
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not have a look at the website!  www.uphamvillagehall.org.uk 
Anita Parratt 

Upham Bandits 
Exciting times lie ahead for Upham Bandits Youth Club – new Youth Coordinator, Lizzie 
Davidson will be running the club from 04 September, 2015. 
In 2014-2015 the children have enjoyed outings to Southampton Ski Slope,  Swimming 
Disco at Romsey Rapids, Ice Skating at Winchester Cathedral, rounders at the Recrea-
tion Ground in Upham and, to finish the term, raft building and a barbeque at Marwell 
Activity Centre. 
The success of the club depends on parent volunteers to assist with sessions in the 
Village Hall. We have many talented parents who are happy to share their skills with 
the children. Group activities in the hall so far have included football shootout, bad-
minton, volleyball, circus skills, bingo, jewellery making, initiative challenge, skittles, 
Independence Day Celebration, and fund raising for Children in Need.  
The Upham Harvest Supper Team kindly donated £500 to Upham Bandits in November 
2014 which has made so many activities more possible. The Youth Club helps the chil-
dren keep in touch with each other.  It’s all about having fun in a safe and friendly 
environment. For further details please contact our Youth Coordinator Lizzie on 
07912847421 or stpbm.youth@gmail.com 
Karen McLean 

The Upham Flower and Produce Shows 2015 
The 2015 Church Fete began early for the organisers of the summer Flower Show as 
they gathered at the marquee in the grounds of Upham House at 8 o’clock in the morn-
ing.  Competitors started to arrive with their entries soon after. There was a steady 
stream of flowers, vegetables, arts and crafts, produce, jams and preserves from 
young and old.  The marquee was a real attraction at the entrance to the fete. The 
judges arrived at 10 am and were delighted in the quality of the entries, which posed 
many a difficult decision for them. We would like to thank them for their time and 
talents.  Certificates were awarded to all the prize winners in each class. 
The Church Fete was opened by Chrissie Sturt, a member of 
the BBC South Today Team. Amelia, Lucy and Sienna, girls 
from Upham village, presented Chrissie with a bunch of local 
sweet peas and a beauty gift box. 
The next show is on Saturday 12th September at the Upham 
Village Hall.  There will be classes for flowers, vegetables, 
produce, painting, crafts, photography and cooking.  Do take 
time to look at the schedule and enter as many classes as you 
can.  The success of the show depends on your entries.  
Please do not feel nervous about entering.  It is an event for 
the whole village, is great fun and you may be surprised at 
how good your entries are! We will again be running the café 
alongside the show and serving teas/coffee and cakes and 
would love to see you there.  
Heather Flaherty 

Upham Velo 
Upham Velo is an informal group interested in social cy-
cling.  There are regular rides going out from the pond during the year, varying in 
length and speed. The group participates in regular events like the Hampshire Hilly 
Hundred (big group of twelve this year) and the New Forest Sportive.  Some of the 
members are also planning a four day trip to Brittany next year. If this sounds like 
something you'd be interested in, send an email to David at dwbell@gmail.com to get 
an invitation to our Google Group emails. 

David Bell 

Upham Players 
We are a friendly drama group with a large membership of local people. We put on 
two or three productions a year, hold quiz nights, arrange theatre trips, social events 

3 



 

 

and workshops. We welcome members old and young and try to put on a mix of serious 
plays and light-hearted productions that all the family can be in-
volved in. 
Our next production is one of our popular “Murder Mystery Dinner 
Theatre” events entitled “Christmas can be Murder!” Specially 
written for the Players, it will be staged at Upham Village Hall on 
25th, 26th, 27th and 28th November. The proceeds of one of the 
performances will raise money for cancer charities. 
Tickets will be on sale mid September, priced at £20.00 per head. This includes a three 
course meal and coffee and the chance to try and guess “Whodunnit”. Tickets sold out 
very quickly last time so remember to book early by ringing  01489 860342 or e-mailing 
uphamplayers@gmail.com.  New members are always warmly welcomed so if you would 
like to join us, or just want details of our productions please visit our website,  
http://www.uphamvillage.org.uk/upham-players/, or ring the number above. 

Shelley Pitter 

The Village Pre-School  
During the summer term the children at The Village Pre-School have been 
learning all about ‘Summer’ and ‘The world around us’. For our ‘Summer’ 
topic we have made lots of different things such as fans to keep us cool, 
footprints in the sand (which we stuck onto card!), and windmills to blow 
in the wind. We have squeezed oranges to make fresh orange juice and 

popped corn to eat. We have made our own passports and beautiful butterflies using 
lots of sparkly things and sandwich bags. We even made our own beach in the village 
hall garden using a big plastic sheet where we put sand and shells, and with paddling 
pools for the sea. For our ‘The world around us’ topic we have visited Japan where we 
made Koy Carp flags, we made Boomerangs when we visited Australia, a big lion collage 
when we visited Africa, and when we visited Scandinavia we made ginger snaps which 
we all thought were yummy. As part of this topic we had a ‘Great British’ week where 
we celebrated all things about being British. We learned all about England, Scotland, 
Ireland and Wales and had a ‘traditional tea party’ lunch every day. We wrote a letter 
to The Queen telling her all of the things we knew about her: we thought that she 
“lives in a big castle and sat on the throne”; she “may have Lions and dogs as pets” and 
that she “rides horses a lot”. We also thought that “she wears a crown all of the time” 
and “she is granny to Princess Charlotte” (we have named one of our home school bears 
after Princess Charlotte). We also wrote to the Prime Minster: we said that we thought 
“he lives in London but not in a castle, just a big house”, and that “he has lots of mon-
ey to spend” and “he looks after all of the children” and “he is on the telly a lot”. We 
are waiting to see if we get a letter back! 
Claire Parry  

Upham Parish Council 
On 7th May, 2015 Upham was one of the Parish Councils who had an Election.  Four Par-
ish Councillors were not standing for re-election – Cllrs Ann Judd, Simon Beloe,  Sue 
Harris and Freya Green.  All four Councillors will be sadly missed and have done a huge 
amount of work on behalf of the residents in Upham.  Special thanks were given to Ann 
who has been Chairman of Upham Parish Council for many years, as well as a former 
District Councillor.  A presentation was made to Ann during the Annual Parish Assembly 
in April, which was her last meeting. 
After the Elections we welcomed four new Parish Councillors – Gary Armstrong, Kim 
Rowlatt, Ashley Dukes and Sarah LeMay, who will work alongside Janet Dunford and 
David Ashe, who are continuing in office. 
Over the last few years Upham Parish Council has been involved in a large development 
on the Torbay Farm site and planning permission has now been approved with the sup-
port of local residents.  The site will provide affordable homes as well as homes to pur-
chase, along with a play area and open space, business units and a pond.  Parish Coun-
cillors are in the process of agreeing the final stages of the Section 106 Agreement. 
The Our Village Our Voice Group have been working very hard over the last 18 months 
to produce a Parish Plan for Upham which has been approved by the Parish Council.  
Some items raised will take a few months to fulfil, but others might be implemented 
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fairly swiftly.  Upham Parish Council meet every three months with the OVOV Group 
to discuss the progress of the Parish Plan as well as update the Group on issues that 
the Parish Council have taken on.   
Fund-raising for two community defibrillators has been very successful and it is hoped 
that these will be installed soon.  They will be located outside the Village Hall and the 
Primary School.  Although these will be locked, the Ambulance Service will give the 
caller a code to use to unlock them in an emergency.  A training session is planned for 
Monday 21st September at 8.00 p.m. in the Village Hall.  All residents are invited to 
attend, so please try and come along to experience this unique opportunity to see 
how the defibrillator works – just in case you ever need to use it! 
Unfortunately, just as the new Parish Council had settled in, Kim Rowlatt announced 
that due to unforeseen circumstances he has been given an opportunity to move into 
a house that he had wanted to move to some years ago – yes, it is bad timing, but we 
do forgive you Kim! This will therefore leave a vacancy on the Parish Council.  Kim has 
decided that it would be better to hand in his resignation now so that someone else 
can have the opportunity to become a Parish Councillor.  I will be advertising shortly 
after 23rd July if there is no request for an Election – so keep an eye on the notice-
boards and website if you are interested. 
Anne Collins 

Flamingos Cricket Club 
In the parish of Upham sits the idyllic cricket ground called the Holt. Just off Salt 
Lane, the ground has been the home of Flamingos Cricket club for the past 40 years. 
Flamingos play in Hampshire League Division 3 North and are currently 6th in the 
league. Last year was a tiring year for the club with a series of issues occurring. First, 
the roof on our club house sprung a leak and needed fixing before we could renovate 
the inside to fix the damage the water had caused. Cost of the work wiped out all our 
funds but we were OK until the start of the 2014 season when the bore hole pump 
broke, leaving us without running water for the whole season. After a lot of hard work 
Flamingos CC was given a very generous grant from both Cllr Rob Humby and Cllr Rog-
er Huxstep to whom we owe a great amount of thanks.  Alongside a grant from Bish-
ops Waltham Rotary Club and fundraising we completed ourselves, we were able to 
raise the £2,500 we needed and now have refreshing Hampshire bore hole water 
again.  
If it was not for the help of these people and our local sponsors, the Brushmakers 
Arms and Upham Brewery we would struggle to keep such an amazing local resource 
going. 
As we have only one team we decided to share the ground with 2 other clubs, Mans-
bridge and Flamingo Mulberries to help with costs of the ground. This offers a range of 
standards and social groups for both Saturday and Sunday cricket. 
Although we have a good core of players, we are always looking for new people to 
play, so if you are looking for a team or know of anyone who would like to play please 
contact us, even if they are Australian. We are also looking for other skills: if you 
have retired from playing we are after umpires to help our existing team. Are you a 
budding groundsman or woman out there who would like to help maintain the pitch 
and ground? Or why not drop by the Holt on a Saturday and watch a good game of 
cricket set in the beautiful surroundings of our cricket ground. If you do come to 
watch, please come over and introduce yourself and we will do our best to get you a 
cup of tea or serve you a drink from the bar.If you are interested in any of the above, 
please contact Adrian Heath 07702 095350 or Chris Todd 07730 613394. 
Tony Rolfe 

Fun Quizzes at the Brushmakers 
The Brushmakers’ Public House in Shoe Lane holds a fun quiz on the last Thursday of 
each month commencing at 7.30 for 8 and lasting for a couple of hours. Teams are a 
maximum of four but there is no need to have a team sorted before you come as they 
can be formed by whoever comes on the night. The entrance fee is £5/head and for 
that, in addition to the quiz, you are given a lovely meal mid-way through the even-
ing. Winners of each round are given tokens for a free round of drinks. This may 
change at the discretion of the landlord! Space is limited to 20 people so please ad-
vise Keith, the landlord, before-hand. The evening is not very competitive and it gives 
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a chance to meet new quizzers or maybe the regular faces. All welcome! 
Martin Danby 

Upham Shop 
With the closure of the Upham Shop and Post Office and no sign currently of anyone 
coming forward to take it over, a group of concerned villagers came together to form 
an Action Group. After discussion on a variety of possible options, a working party was 
formed to find out whether there is sufficient interest and funding to consider a Com-
munity Shop for the village and to investigate possible sites for such a shop. The group 
has endeavoured to involve everyone in the village in completing a questionnaire on the 
use they would make of a shop.  
The findings from this questionnaire and from site investigations will be brought to a 
meeting of USAG (Upham Shop Action Group) on September 7th at 8pm in the Tommy 
Steele Pavilion. The Post Office is still looking for someone to run a temporary service 
in the village until a permanent site can be found. This seems to be taking longer than 
had been hoped. Look out for further developments in the next issue! 
Cyn Kimble 

Walking the Footpaths of Upham 
One of the many great things about living in Upham is the footpath network. This is 
particularly good around Upham, but there are also very large areas with no footpaths 
at all. Apart from the usual OS maps, the Definitive Maps of Public Rights Of Way can 
be downloaded from the HCC website (maps 13.10, 13.11 & 14.11 cover Upham) - see 
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/row.htm. The Definitive Statement descriptions of foot-
path, by number, can also be downloaded.    
The footpaths were all walked early in the year by volunteers as part of a survey for 
OVOV.  At the time most of the paths, gates and stiles were clear; details of the few 
problems found were passed to the Parish Council.  Unfortunately, due to Hampshire 
County Council cutbacks and changes in land ownership, some of the footpaths are now 
becoming overgrown and brambles are spreading across from the hedges.  Apart from 
the effect on walking, once these take root they are difficult to clear.  As always 
maintenance is the key and it may be that some of this work, with the landowners’ 
permission, could be carried out by volunteers.  
If you think you may be interested in helping with this please contact Paul Swanwick on 
860435.  Any problems found when walking the paths should be reported to HCC ROW; 
also, the Ramblers have produced a smartphone app which allows you to feedback any 
problems as you walk.  
Details of a walk round Upham can be found at http://www.uphamvillage.org.uk/  
Paul Swanwick 

Our Village Our Voice Traffic Group 
Following the Village Questionnaire, the OVOV Traffic Group have taken measures to 
progress a number of actions in consultation with the Parish Council. Chief among these 
is to have speed limits of 30mph on all roads in the Parish and a 20mph for the school 
area in Upham Street. The group is looking at developing additional Village entry signs 
with illusionary pinch point gates on the Winchester Road to slow traffic through the 
village. In consultation with the Parish Council it is hoped to achieve a projected road 
maintenance plan for the village. 
There has been a meeting with Councillors and HCC Traffic Management to try to get 
village issues, particularly on speeding traffic, to the top of the HCC action considera-
tion list. We hope for progress!! 
Roy Kimble 

The Church of the Blessed Mary 
The fete in July was a busy day which raised over £5,000, vital funds to help keep the 
church in the best possible condition. Many congratulations go to all those who worked 
so hard and to Janet Dunford who spear-headed the organisation. 
Recently the Archdeacon visited the church to check on the condition of the building 
and its upkeep. He was impressed with what he saw and with the number of community 
groups using the church. 
The Church Choir will resume their Thursday practices at 6.15pm on September 3rd. 
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New junior and senior members are very welcome: either come along to one of the 
practices or contact Richard Dewland, the choir-master and organist. 
(richard.dewland711@btinternet.com) 
Stay and Play, a group for toddlers and their parents/carers, held every Wednesday 
morning in Church, starts again at the beginning of the school term. 
A variety of speakers visit our services from time to time to talk about their faith and 
the Christian work they do in different communities. We also host events of general 
interest such as a breakfast talk by Chris Harding about his epic bike ride through Afri-
ca, the Massai Warrior dancers and a Punch and Judy Show. 
Details of Services and events can be found on our website: 
www.uphamvillage.org.uk/church  
The pattern of services is usually as follows: 
1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays in the month: 11.00 Parish Communion 
2nd Sunday:  11.00 Family Service, 6.30 p.m. Choral Evensong 
5th Sunday: 11.00 Mattins 
On Wednesday mornings, and informal Communion Service is held in different homes 
in the village. 
Jemima Trotter 

Upham Church of England Primary School 
The Parish Plan identified that the young people in our village did not have an under-
standing of the role of the Parish Council. Ann Judd and Janet Dunford came to the 
school and talked to all the children at a school assembly about this, and also had a 
question and answer session with the school council.  
The summer term was one of comings and goings! The comings are our 15 new recep-
tion children who will be joining us in September. The staff in the classroom have 
been making home visits to the families to help the settling in process. We held our 
traditional teddy bears picnic - children and their teddies (and of course their par-
ents/guardians) are invited to a picnic in the school grounds. The picnic is served by 
older children.  
The goings are, of course, our 14 year 6 children. A few short weeks ago they did their 
'final' exams (Key stage 2 SATs). They now have their results and they've done very 
well. They've been to a Leavers' service at Portsmouth Cathedral, and also organised 
and delivered their own at Upham Church on Friday 17th July where they shared their 
memories of their time at our school. They left on the 22nd after ringing the old bell 
at the front door. The children are going on to eight different secondary schools. The 
parents of year 6 children bought an amazing outdoor story-telling chair with an in-
scription on it.  
Two members of staff, covering for maternity leave, have also left and the new teach-
er for Reception class has been in already, settling in before the new term starts in 
September. One member of staff has returned from maternity leave to work part time 
and a second will be returning in September. 
We all look forward to the start of the new school year. 
Gwyn Halsall  

Upham Gardening Club 
We are a group of keen (though sometimes arm-chair) gardeners in Upham. During the 
winter months we organise talks in the village hall on a variety of topics such as gar-
den design, colour throughout the year and rose pruning. On Monday evenings in June, 
we arrange a programme of informal garden visits in the area, often to each other's 
gardens! This year we visited Pope's Lane, Upham Street and Widlers Lane and even 
ventured as far as Soberton and Baybridge! If you would like to be kept informed, con-
tact me at jenny@coachsupervisor.co.uk or 860914.  
Jenny Bird 
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