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Welcome to Issue 37!
Copy deadline for the next issue is 11 March. Please send contributions
to Cyn at cynandroy@btinternet.com. Photos most welcome—perhaps
you have one for our front page? Since our last issue, we welcome another ‘Friend of Upham Update’ - Ann Wemyss! If you would like to
make a small contribution for our printing costs, email little537@btiniternet.com.
Editors: Chris Little, Cyn Kimble Distribution: Chris Little
Commshub Coordinator: Mike Elliott.
Cover photo: Chris Little

What’s On
Sat 22 Jan 14.00
Mon 24 Jan19.30

Rec
Hall

Upham 1st v Clarendon
Upham Parish Council

Sat 5 March

Hall

Upham Players Quiz & Chips

Sat 7—Sun 8 May

Hall

World War II Exhibition

Thurs 2 June

Rec

Lighting of Beacon

Fri 3 June
Sun 5 June

Hall
Rec

Jubilee Dance
Picnic

Upham Parish Council
Anne Collins writes:
As part of the Upham Parish Council Highways initiative,
village gateway signs are being installed, along with additional tree planting. Hopefully, the areas which have
been planted will soon be evident and enhance the look
of the Winchester Road through Upham. The South Downs
National Park has installed boundary signs throughout locations within
the SDNP and one has been erected outside the Alma on the green area.
The PC is in the process of placing an order for new bus shelters along
the Winchester Road. Hopefully, there will be a further update in the
next Upham Update. Street name plate signs are still being looked into
and it is hoped that an order will be placed shortly.
Flooding in Upham Street continues to be a problem and meetings have
been held with the Flood Management Team at HCC. Cllrs Snowdon,
LeMay and the Clerk have met regularly with HCC and those residents
affected to try to find a resolution. Flooding in Torbay Farm has been
investigated and Upham Parish Council is waiting for a report and a
meeting to discuss the findings with Sovereign Housing.
Cllr Ashe and the Clerk attended a Winchester Local Plan Workshop
which was mainly about the design and how proposed developments
would fit into the community which is already there. Parishes are eager
to know what the anticipated housing numbers allocated to each parish
are likely to be, as this information is needed to see if additional housing is required in the Parish. It is hoped that information will be available early in 2022.
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Councillors have agreed the Budget for 2022/23: it was agreed to keep
the Precept request the same as this year.
Maintenance work has been carried out at the Recreation Ground and it
is hoped that the pendulum swing will be repaired as soon as possible –
there is a delay due to obtaining the parts required.
The next Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday 24th January,
2022. This will be at the Village Hall in the Committee Room as usual
but with Covid restrictions in place. If any resident would like to attend, we would ask that they contact me prior to the meeting so that
we can allow appropriate social distancing.
Agendas will be published for all the Parish Council Meetings and if any
residents have anything they would like to bring to the attention of Parish Councillors, then please send an e-mail to the Clerk at uphamparishcouncil@gmail.com before the Meeting date.

Upham Village Hall
Roy Kimble writes:
The Village Hall has moved fully into the 21 st century! As
well as an air sourced heating system, a new artificial
grass activity area and a smooth and secure parking area,
we now have a WiFi system installed for the use of clients!
Anyone wishing to book such modern facilities for their
functions should please contact Sandra at
booking@uphamvillagehall.org.uk

Upham Community Group
Janet Dunford writes:
First of all, we would like to thank everyone for looking after each other
during the last two years. Upham is a very caring community. We have
an emergency fund set up to help anyone in need. If you know of anyone
who is struggling to cope at the moment or if you have problems and
need help, please call Rev.Jane Beloe 860452 or Janet Dunford 860579.
All information received will be treated in strictest confidence. Upham
is split into geographical areas, each with a Community representative.
If you would like to know the name of your representative, please call
Claire Elliott who is Community Group Co-ordinator on 860193.
We wish everyone all the best for 2022 and a safer, COVID free future.

World War II Exhibition and Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
Janet Dunford writes:
Some dates for your diary: we are hoping to hold our postponed
World
War II Exhibition in Upham Village Hall on Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th
May. Times will be advised.
If you have any WW2 artefacts, family memorabilia, photos or have family who can remember Upham between 1939 – 1945, we would love to
hear from you. We have almost completed our research into who lived
in all the houses in Upham during the war. If you have any historical details about your own house or, indeed, any of the houses in Upham,
please let us know.
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A Dance has been organised for Friday 3rd June to combine with celebrations for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. There will be a meal and a
band has been booked. This will take place in Upham Village Hall.
We hope to light a beacon
on 2nd June to be followed by a picnic and
fun day on Sunday 5th June. Exact timings for these events will be advised later. If anyone is interested in joining the committee for the Exhibition or the Jubilee celebrations please contact Janet Dunford
860579 or Jane Ashe 860396.

Church Fete
Janet Dunford writes:
We are very much hoping to hold the Church fete again this year but
this time – all in one place! Proposed dates are either 25th June or 2nd
July. More information will follow. If anyone is interested in helping in
any way, please contact Janet Dunford on 860579

Meon Valley Food Bank
Jane Perrott writes:
Thank you very much for the all the food
which has been donated at Blessed Mary
Church in the run up to Christmas. We were
overwhelmed with the generosity of Upham
and the surrounding community in which we work. We have also had
more clients being referred for help over December and during January
this year. Some weeks we have helped more than 25 families.
Please see our website for up to date news and items that we require:
www.meonvalleyfoodbank.co.uk At the moment, we have plenty of
Pasta, Baked Beans, Soup and Tinned Tomatoes, some of which we have
passed on to other local food banks.
We will be holding our Annual Meeting during March this year—more details will follow nearer the time. Please continue to donate food at the
collection point in the Blessed Mary Church.

Neighbourhood Watch
Eve Croucher writes:
The NW Network is a charity that has supported and enabled individuals and communities to be connected, active
and safe and this year is celebrating 40 years since the
first UK scheme was established. The NW Network sends
regular info to members to help keep us all safe.
What is ‘Brushing’?
When shopping online and trying to decide which particular article out
of scores of alternatives to buy, ratings and reviews are often the obvious guides to check out. Unfortunately, these are not always as they
seem and unscrupulous sellers can employ what is known as ‘brushing’
to artificially boost their rating to encourage customers to buy their
products. Unfortunately they do not accurately portray how good or
how popular the item is. Be aware! Here are some tips from NW:
• Double delete spam/scam emails from your Inbox and Deleted Items.
STAY NEAT – DOUBLE DELETE!
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• Scrutinise website addresses closely – look for oddities such as the
use of a hyphen instead of a space, a ‘5’ instead of an ‘S’ or an ‘rn’
instead of an ‘m’.
• Check the FCA website for warnings about financial companies. Ripoff copycat websites often pay search engines to position their
names above the normal search results, hoping to catch out individuals who are in a rush to buy things or services. ALWAYS scroll down
the list to find the real thing. Not prefixed with an Ad box!!
• Make your purchase using a credit card as it will give you some protection if things go wrong. Check there is a way to contact the seller
if you need to.

‘Hi Mum’ WhatsApp Scam

A popular scam doing the rounds at the moment is one
where you receive a message as though it has come
from a close family member who needs financial help
urgently. The message will read something like 'Dad
I've changed my mobile number today' and this will be
followed by 'I'm locked out of my bank account, could
you help me by paying an invoice' this will have bank
details attached. Or it could be ‘Hi Mum’, I’ve lost my
phone and ask you to pay a bill as this is an emergency
- the criminals might say that they are texting from a
new mobile number as their phone was lost or damaged and will go on to ask for money to purchase a
new device, or claim that they need money urgently
to pay a bill.
Most of these messages are coming via WhatsApp presently but it could
easily migrate to other social media platforms. Here’s how to keep safe
from this fraud:
• Think twice - never assume the writer of a message is who they
say they are. Always look for signs that they writer knows you personally - e.g. gives their name or your name correctly, not just ‘Hi
Mum’.
• Always call someone who is asking you to pay money urgently to
check it is real. A friend in need is a friend worth calling first.
• Never share a PIN code with others, not even friends or family, and
consider using two-step verification for added security. If you think
you are the victim of fraud or scam, you should report this to Action
Fraud at: actionfraud.police.uk.
• If you want help with any communication, our Cyber Champions are
available to offer free advice. Just go to the Hampshire Cyber Watch
Home page at https://hampshirecyberwatch.org/ and hit the red
button.

Church of the Blessed Mary
Vicky Gardner writes:
Happy New Year from all at Blessed Mary!
It was lovely to see so many people attend our Christmas
services over the festive period. Thank you to all who put
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time and effort into ensuring we were able to go ahead despite the ongoing virus.
We started with a great children’s advent service run by our youth worker, Kate Smyth. It was the first service that she had run herself and it
was a great start to the advent season bringing to mind the real reason
for all the fun.
For the second year running, we held both Carol and Crib services outside to try to be as safe as possible. The Carol service was a wonderful
evening and, despite the cold, we were all able to enjoy some carols
and hear the story of Christmas. Many thanks go to Rosemary and Roger
for organising the choir and to all our readers. Special thanks go to
Nicky at the Brushmakers for providing the delicious mulled wine that
was enjoyed by all at the end of the service.
Our Crib service was held in very testing weather but as Reverend James
said, Mary and Joseph didn’t have it easy, so the service went ahead
with a fantastic turn out of 70 in the congregation. Again, thanks go to
Reverend James and all those who took part and helped with set up and
especially to Liz and Wendy from St Peters who stepped in to help set
up when poor Kate tested positive that morning.
Midnight Mass was a wonderfully reflective service and is the perfect
way to give ourselves time to have a break and think about the real
meaning of Christmas, Why not come along next year?
Special thanks are required for Barney and Janet who have tirelessly
put up and taken down gazebos and lighting and sound systems on top of
attending pretty much every service as verger, always with a ready
smile and funny quip to keep us all laughing.
As we head into the next year, we give thanks for our wonderful village
and all those who work so hard to keep everything going. There are so
many people who are all doing their bit. Let’s hope 2022 is kind to us
all.

Butterflies and Champions
Kate Smyth writes
Santa popped into Blessed Mary to see Champions after
-school clubbers and Butterflies babies and tots in early
December.
Please do join us in 2022 where you will receive a warm
welcome either at Church services, Butterflies or
Upham Champions. For more details call Kate on
07986009942 .

Survey of Bird Species
Andrew Ward writes:
The Winchester Downs Farm Cluster is one of six farm
clusters within the South Downs National Park formed to enable farmers
to work together to manage the farmed environment and other habitats
on their land for the benefit of wildlife and biodiversity. One of the key
requirements to assist with this aim is to understand what species are
(and indeed are not) currently using the land in question. To that end,
Keith Betton, the Hampshire bird recorder and chairman of the Hampshire Ornithological Society, has arranged volunteers to survey the bird
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species using habitats within the Cluster during the 2022 breeding season.
Sarah and Malcolm Le May are among the landowners in our area whose
land forms part of the Winchester Downs Cluster and they have kindly
agreed to allow me to survey the species present on their land during
the period from April to June in the coming year. This will be a fascinating project and the information gathered from the multiple surveys being conducted will, it is hoped, help inform decision-making on the Cluster’s projects to improve the environment in the area.
As a prelude to the breeding season survey and a bit of pre-Christmas
fun, Keith also suggested that landowners and volunteers get together
for a December bird count, with the only rule being that the count
should last no longer than two hours. So, on a rather damp Monday
morning, Sarah, gamekeeper Tristan and I met at Bigpath Farm and Sarah and Tristan spent two hours taking me to various habitats to see
what we could find.
Our first stop was at an area which had been planted with various seed
and nectar-rich plants under the Countryside Stewardship scheme. As
we walked its perimeter, we could immediately see its benefit to local
wildlife. A flock of over a hundred linnets was feeding restlessly on the
seed heads, often flying up and wheeling around a bit like a murmuration of starlings. Good numbers of chaffinches and goldfinches as well as
a few house sparrows were also present and we were delighted to find a
party of six bright yellowhammers, an iconic farmland species which
used to be common but which has declined dramatically in the past
three decades. Another declining species, the song thrush, was also using the area in good numbers, hunting for prey on the ground in the
thick cover provided by the plantation. In the field behind us skylarks
were calling and we managed to spot a couple of them in flight.
From there we moved on to an area with damp woodland and grassland
among the fields as well as another Stewardship scheme plantation. We
were a bit unlucky not to run into a roving mixed flock of woodland
birds here to boost our score but we saw our only meadow pipit of the
day, as well as a nice flock of winter redwings and one of only two fieldfares seen that morning which called out its distinctive chacking call.
Another large flock of linnets was in residence here too.
As we moved around, we spotted good numbers of red kites and buzzards hunting over the area and, back near Bigpath, an obliging kestrel
appeared for us. Along the way, other interesting species found included
single mistle thrush, lesser redpoll, greenfinch and great spotted woodpecker and two stock doves. Altogether we found over a thousand birds
of 33 different species in our two hours. It will be interesting to see how
our score compares with those of other farms in the Cluster. Many
thanks to Sarah and Tristan for their help and enthusiastic participation.

Guide Dog Puppy
Richard and Freya Green write:
We are raising ‘Tammy' for Guide Dogs for the Blind Association and
helping with her basic training to prepare her to work as an assistance
dog: she is now 7 months old.
Over the short time we’ve had her, I've been struck by her calm nature
but also by her enthusiasm to get involved in everything we do. She
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loves travelling in the car to go for
walks but we have noticed the mental
stimulation she gets from going to a
busy high street and in and out of
shops: it seems to wear her out even
more than a long walk.
Before Christmas, Guide Dogs invited
us to a demonstration of the more intensive training they do after the dogs
leave the 'Puppy Raisers’. In the space
of around 5 months the dogs are
trained to the level required to become an assistance dog so work every
day on many exercises to prepare
them for the outside world. This
means training them to avoid hazards
and make allowance for the person
they are guiding. It was fascinating
and very heart-warming. We look for- Tammy being very patient in a phone
ward to seeing how Tammy progresses
shop. (Note the raised eyebrow.)
over the next few months.

Garden Club
Jenny Bird writes:
It was lovely to see so many
and varied decorations on
doors, fences, trees and walls
all over the village in December. Great creativity in the
form of a birdseed feeder ring,
a foliage window frame and a
couple of partridges in pear
trees! On 18 December, after
wandering round admiring all
the festive foliage, we gathered outside the Brushmakers
Arms to eat mince pies and
enjoy catching up on a strange
year when garden club had no
inside meetings and visited just 2 gardens. It was great to chat and toast
each other and the fantastic decorative efforts.
Pictures of some of the decorations are on the village website.
Many of you will have seen that the South Downs National Park have an
initiative called Renature : https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/renature/
why-do-we-need-to-renature-the-south-downs/.
And we’ll be supporting this and developments in gardens and growing
with an event in the autumn. You may remember that in the previous
issue we mentioned a spring even. However, a look at the village calendar for this year shows a busy spring with the WW2 in Upham Exhibition
and the Queen’s Jubilee, so the autumn gives more scope and we are
aiming for a mid-September date.
This is an event for gardeners of all ages and families who’d like to
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know more about how we can contribute to the natural environment
around us. There will be stalls exploring all aspects of wildlife in the
garden, tips and tools for growing, samples to try and activities for
children. Suggestions for stalls and offers to contribute will be very
welcome.
More immediately, it’s the Big Garden Birdwatch on Jan 28th-30th Every year we’re always excited to count the different birds in the garden
and report our findings to the RSPB. This year we’d like to make in
even more fun by collecting data from everyone in Upham who takes
part so that we’d have Upham specific information.If you’ve not done
it before please go to rspb.org.uk for all the details. And as well as
reporting your results to RSPB please report them to Jane
Ashe janeashe42@yahoo.co.uk.

Upham C of E Primary School
George and Austen (Year 6) write:
This year, Upham School were lucky enough to be able
to perform Christmas plays to parents in the hall. Class
One did one called Shine Star Shine, Class Two did one
called Christmas with the Aliens, Class Three did one
called Bethlehem B and B and Class Four did one called
an Out of This World Christmas. In Class 4’s play, astronauts get
stranded on the Planet Zork. Aliens then help them to get back to
Earth. The play has seven scenes and eight songs.
There was a big variety of different characters in the play like four
astronauts, four robots, six mission controllers, four mechanics and
ten aliens. Mission controllers talk to the astronauts when they takeoff and come back to Earth, mechanics fix the space ship, astronauts
go to space in the space ship, robots help the astronauts and the aliens
live on Zork and help the astronauts get back to Earth.
Class 4 had a lot of practice rehearsing their play. Some people were
very good at remembering their lines but some were still practising
and developing them just before the performance! They
performed a
dress rehearsal and then the real play on Tuesday, 14 th December. The
dress rehearsal went smoothly even though many people were away.
The real play went even better though, as most of those people were
back.
Everyone was very happy after the play ended as they had only made a
few mistakes. They had done so well, especially the people with the
big roles.
Class Four also raised lots of money for a charity called League Against
Cruelty. Parents and family were able to donate on a Just Giving page
that the teacher, Miss Olver, set up. Family who came to watch the
play could also donate on their way out.
Here are some quotes from the children. Bobby, who played Mechanic
3, said, “I liked the play as I enjoyed singing the songs.” Maddox, who
played Mission Controller 1, said “I enjoyed the play because there
were lots of important characters and it was nice having a spacethemed Christmas play.”
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The Village Pre-School
Claire Parry writes:
The children spent a lot of time in December
making Christmas crafts to take home to
share with their families. We still seem to be
finding glitter in everything now in January !
We all enjoyed a party at the end of the Autumn Term, to celebrate Christmas. We were
very lucky that Magic Jack could come along
and do some magic tricks with the children
helping him.
We have begun the Spring term with our new
topic of Paddington Bear. So far, we have
been looking at the many adventures that
Paddington has around the world and we have
joined the UNICEF Paddington Bear Journal so
we are receiving a postcard from Paddington each month as he travels
around the world.
The children have been playing outside a lot over the last couple of
weeks as we have been trying to avoid too much close contact due to
the rising COVID cases in schools. The children now have a very good
understanding of the virus and understand why we have to wear masks
and wash our hands often.

Upham FC
Roger Cooper writes:
Upham First team have continued their good form and
currently sit in 2nd place in the League having played
12, won 9, drawn 1 and lost 2. On 6/11 they drew 1-1
away to Hamble United in the Hampshire Trophy Cup –
Rnd 2 with Alex Easton scoring, but lost 5-4 in the resulting penalty
shoot-out.
On 13/11, in a close game, they lost to 2-1 at home to League leaders
QK Southampton with Archie McMulkin scoring for Upham. On 20/11
they won 6-2 at home to Michelmersh & Timbury with goals from Manuel Benitez(2), Andres Mesa, Inaki Maneru, Andy Catterson and an own
goal. On 27/11 they won 8-1 away to AFC Netley with goals from Manuel Benitez(2),Andres Mesa, Robby Dale, Nick Toth, Joseph Wooders
and an own goal and followed that with 2-0 win at home to AFC Petersfield on 4/12 with Archie McMulkin and Andres Mesa on target.
On 11/12 they won 1-0 away to Michelmersh & Timbury with Reece
Stafford scoring Upham’s winner and then followed that up with a 6-2
away to AFC Petersfield on 18/12 with Alex Easton(2), Andres Mesa(2),
Wes Allwood and Joseph Wooders scoring for Upham. With no games
over the Christmas/New Year break, Upham were due to play Hedge
End Rangers at home on 8/1 in the Southampton Senior Cup – Rnd1, but
this game was postponed due to the pitch at Upham Rec being waterlogged. This game is now scheduled for 15/1.
Upham Reserves have shown improved form and currently sit in 6th
place in the League, having played 11, won 4, drawn 1 and lost 6. On
20/11 they lost 5-2 away to Winsor United Green with Radu Mesaros
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scoring both Upham goals, they then won 5-2 away to Inmar with
goals from Radu Mesaros(3), Liam Mears and Ian Heath. That was followed by a 6-0 win away to Comrades Res with goals from Radu
Mesaros(3),Liam Mears(2), and James Weeks. On 11/12 they lost 4-0
at home to Braishfield Res but bounced back on 18/12 winning 6-4 at
home to AFC Chamberlayne Res with goals from Liam Mears (3), Radu
Mesaros, James Weeks and an own goal. With no games over the
Christmas/New Year break, Upham Res return to action on 15/1 away
to BTC Soton Res in Southampton Junior Cup –Rnd 1.

Keeping in touch in Upham

Chris Little writes:
Village Noticeboards
There are two village noticeboards for parish and community notices,
one outside the Recreation Ground, and one by the bus stop in Lower
Upham. If you have a notice you would like to post, email it to me at
little537@btinternet.com.
Village website https://uphamvillage.org.uk/
This contains regular blogs of village activities, and a section devoted
to the Parish Council, which includes notices, agendas and minutes of
PC meetings and local Planning Application details. A full colour version of Upham Update is also available on the website.
Village Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=upham%20village

Commshub
Receive regular emails on community issues by subscribing to Upham
Commshub. Email commshub@uphamvillage.org.uk.

Tell us what you think!
If you have any comments or suggestions about Upham Update, we’d
love to hear from you! Email Chris (little537@btinternet.com) or Cyn
(cynandroy@btinternet.com).
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