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 Welcome to Issue 36! 
Copy deadline for the next issue is … Please contributions to Cyn 
at cynandroy@btinternet.com. Photos most welcome—perhaps 
you have one for our front page? Since our last issue, we welcome 
yet more ‘Friends of Upham Update’ - Isobel and Richard Clark! If 
you would like to make a small contribution for our printing costs, 
email Chris at little537@btiniternet.com. Thanks to all who have 
volunteered to help with distribution—we are still looking for 
someone to cover the Woodcote Lane area. 
Editors: Chris Little, Cyn Kimble Distribution: Chris Little 
Commshub Coordinator: Mike Elliott.  
Cover photo: Chris Little 

What’s On 

Upham Parish Council 
Anne Collins writes: 
A very well attended Public Exhibition was held on 
2nd October at Upham Village Hall. Many residents 
gave Parish Councillors their valuable feedback on 
the Village Design Statement and also the highways 
improvements along the Winchester Road through 
Lower Upham.  [For more details see the articles which follow – 
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Sat 13 Nov14.00 Rec Upham1st v QK Southampton 

Sat 20 Nov 14.00 Rec Upham 1st v Mitchelmersh 
&Timsbury 

Sat 20 Nov 19.30 Church The Feltbeaters 

Mon 22 Nov19.30 Village Hall Parish Council Meeting 

Sat 27 Nov 19.30 Rec Upham 1st v  AFC Netley 

Thurs 9 Dec 10.30 Church Butterflies Christmas Party 

Thurs9 Dec 15.30 Church Champions Christmas Party 

Sat18 Dec 15.00 Brushmakers 3D Celebration Garden Club 

Sun 19 Dec 18.30 Church Carol Service 

Fri 24 Dec 15.00 Church Crib Service 

Fri 24 Dec 23.00 Church Midnight Mass 

Sat 25 Dec 11.00 Church Christmas Service 



 

 
Ed]. Thank you all for you feedback which will be considered 
when making decisions on these issues.  As well as discussing the 
highways improvements with Hampshire County Council, we have 
been looking at some street nameplate signs to help visitors find 
properties in parts of Upham without proper signage.   
Flooding in the lower part of Upham Street is still occurring and 
we are working with the Flood Management Team to investigate 
why this is happening and then find a satisfactory resolution. The 
flooding in Torbay Farm is still being investigated and Sovereign 
Housing have now asked for an Engineer’s Report to see why 
flooding is happening. Once a report is received from Sovereign 
the Parish Conucil will meet with them to discuss further action 
required. Dog fouling has been a problem in the Green area, but 
it is hoped that now signs are up and a bin provided, the dog foul-
ing will cease. 
Noticeboard repairs have been carried out at the entrance to the 
Recreation Ground and Malcolm Croucher and Chris Little were 
thanked for all their work.  The pendulum swing is going to be 
repaired shortly.  A Pavilion Sub Committee Meeting is to be held 
in November to discuss maintenance issues in the Pavilion. 
Upham Parish Councillors have been discussing the South Downs 
National Park Nature Recovery Webinar which was presented to 
Parish Councils within the SDNP. Small grants are available for 
local nature recovery projects - see https://
www.southdowns.gov.uk/. Upham is already doing quite a few 
projects which could be included within this Initiative. It was 
agreed that an Environmental Policy would be drawn up to en-
courage residents to come up with local initiatives. 
The Heart-Start organisation is offering defibrillator training or 
re-training to Upham residents. We have three defibrillators 
around Upham and did hold a training session when they were 
originally installed, but it was agreed to hold another session in 
the New Year when, hopefully, Covid numbers are down a little 
more. 
The next Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday 22nd No-
vember, 2021. There is no Meeting in December, unless a Plan-
ning Meeting is required. We will be meeting at the Village Hall in 
the Committee Room as usual, but with Covid restrictions in 
place.  If any resident would like to attend, we would ask that 
they contact the Clerk prior to the meeting so that we can allow 
appropriate social distancing. 
Agendas are published at https://www.uphamvillage.org.uk/
upham-parish-council/, and if any residents have anything they 
would like to bring to the attention of Parish Councillors then 
please send an e-mail to me at uphamparishcouncil@gmail.com 
prior to the meeting. 
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Village Design Statement  
Gwyn Halsall writes: 
The Parish Council consulted on the VDS with Upham residents at 
a very successful open day on Saturday 2nd October. Five posters 
were displayed around the hall with the following headings: 

• Landscape, land use, trees and hedges, public and private 
open space 

• Settlement and historic features 

• Building features 

• General Character, the ‘feel of the place’ 

• The future….(the next 10-15 years) 
The content for the posters was taken from surveys that volun-
teers had completed in April/May. Attendees at the meeting were 
asked to highlight statements they considered important. The 
statements that stood out for the future of the village are – pre-
serve the rural feel, need for greener travel, new build should be 
sympathetic to its setting in the village, avoiding over develop-
ment of sites.  
It’s not too late to have your say. Please go to the website where 
the posters are displayed.   
https://uphamvillage.org.uk/village-design-statement-
consultation-with-upham-residents/ 
Send any feedback/questions to uphamvds@gmail.com by the end 
of November.  

Highways 
Ross Snowdon writes: 
As part of the village open day held on 2nd October,  the Parish 
Council presented an update to residents on the various highways 
and planting initiatives that the PC have implemented in the past 
three years. As part of the presentation, traffic and speed analy-
sis from the Speed Indication device was shared, as well as the 
multiple plans for planting, signage, gateways and road markings. 
The event was well attended, with some very good dialogue be-
tween residents and councillors. There was equal praise for both 
the traffic calming initiatives and the planting activities. Many 
residents were looking forward to seeing the gateways finally in-
stalled and the planting pilots develop in early 2022. 
There were a couple of additional requests to extend planting 
pilots to both bus shelter areas on Winchester road that were 
looking overgrown and needing attention. There was also strong 
support for replacing current bus shelters as soon as possible. 
If anyone was unable to attend but would like a copy of the re-
port, please email uphamparishcouncil@gmail.com and we would  
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be happy to share this or answer any questions you have. 
Specific activities since the last update: 

• The four pilot areas for planting and landscaping are now 
complete. Three areas are marked with wooden dragons’ 
teeth at the junctions of Sciviers Lane, Mortimer’s Lane and 
Upham Street. The 4th is at the entrance to village hall op-
posite the traffic island. It will be well into next year before 
the pilots will be in full bloom but they are already making a 
noticeable difference along Winchester Road. 

• The Sciviers Lane/Winchester Road pilot area is also now 
benefiting from a new traditional style finger post that the 
parish council have been working to get installed since the 
summer, again a noticeable difference. (See photograph) 

• At the October PC meeting, the final designs for the two new 
bus shelters on Winchester road were agreed.  

• No change on installation dates for new road furniture on 
Winchester Road (Gateways, new signage, narrowing posts), 
and road markings. Works scheduled for w/c 10th January 
2022 

Upham Village Hall 
Roy Kimble writes: 
There is now a full range of activities going on at the 
Village Hall: young and old can be seen making the 
most of the activities available. The new air source 
pump is working well, creating good, eco-friendly 
heating. The artificial grass area at the back of the hall is already 
being tested to the full by the youngsters at preschool (though 
maybe they miss the mud!) 
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Sciviers Lane, showing speed indicator, new finger post, dragon’s 
teeth (wooden post, wildflower turf, new trees 



 

 
All this renewed activity is creating extra work for the very small 
Hall Committee so we would be overjoyed to hear from anyone 
who would like to join us! Please contact  
Roy at cynandroy@btinternet.com    

Meon Valley Food Bank 
Jane Perrott writes: 
The Meon Valley Food Bank has settled in 
well to Wickham Community Centre and 
now has strong links with Wickham Pantry 
and Bishops Waltham Citizens Advice. 
We are collecting Advent Calendars for the children, for Decem-
ber. We will need these on or before 21st November. 
We will update Commshub with any Christmas requirements soon. 
Thank you everyone for your continued support. 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Eve Croucher writes: 
 Criminals can target any online platform where 
there’s a messaging function, to strike up a conver-
sation and build a friendship, or romantic relation-
ship, with you. Is the person you’re talking to really 
who they say they are?  

Romance scams involve people being duped into sending money 
to criminals who go to great lengths to gain their trust and con-
vince them that they are in a genuine relationship. They use lan-
guage to manipulate, persuade and exploit so that requests for 
money do not raise alarm bells. These requests might be highly 
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emotive, such as criminals claiming they need money for emer-
gency medical care or to pay for transport costs to visit the vic-
tim if they are overseas. Scammers will often build a relationship 
with their victims over time. 
Here are some signs your friend or family member may be in-
volved in a romance scam: 

• They may be very secretive about their relationship or provide 
excuses for why their online partner has not video called or 
met them in person. They might become hostile or angry and 
withdraw from conversation when you ask any questions about 
their partner 

• They may express very strong emotions and commitment to 
someone they have only just met 

• They have sent, or are planning to send, money to someone 
they have not met face-to-face. They may take out loans or 
withdraw from their pension to send money. 

How users can stay safe from romance scams: 

• Be suspicious of any requests for money from someone you 
have never met in person, particularly if you have only recent-
ly met online. 

• Speak to your family or friends to get advice. 

• Profile photos may not be genuine, do your research first. Per-
forming a reverse image search on a search engine can find 
photos that have been taken from somewhere, or someone, 
else. 

Become a cyber bobby! 
Sarah Le May writes: 
Have you got 4 hours a week to spare to help 
people vulnerable to Cybercrime The Blue Lamp 
Trust is a local charity that was started many 
years ago to help the emergency services ensure 
that victims of crimes such as burglary could con-
tinue to stay safely in their own homes by provid-
ing advice, new locks, alarms etc. This service 
has expanded to encompass other people who are 
vulnerable due to domestic violence and also the 
frail elderly. The charity runs 5 vans over Hamp-
shire and the Isle of Wight and has remained busier than ever 
during Lockdown. 
However, there is a growing realisation that the threats that vul-
nerable people face are as much cyber-related as physical ones 
and that we should be doing something to provide added security 
in this respect as well. With the encouragement and backing of 
the Chief Constable, the Blue Lamp Trust is now proposing to of-
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fer a Cyber Bobby scheme to address these vulnerabilities with 
the aim of raising awareness about basic IT security and how to 
avoid being affected by a cybercrime or a cyber-enabled crime.  
The sort of areas to be covered are: 
• Introduction—What is Cyber Crime? 
• Can criminals buy my online identity 

www.haveibeenpwned.com 
• Creating and Storing Passwords 
• Password Hygiene  
• 2 Factor Authentication (2FA) 
• Privacy—Social Media 
• Protection—Anti-Virus and updates 
• How to Report Issues 
• How to Recognise Scam / Phishing E-Mails/Texts 
You do not need to be an expert, as you will receive police train-
ing, but would probably have an existing interest in IT. However, 
as important is an ability to empathise with the client and to be 
able to explain the subject in a way that is easy to understand, 
with no jargon or difficult to understand terms. 
You will visit the client in their own home and talk to them about 
cyber security and cyber enabled fraud and may also talk to them 
on the phone.  There may also be the opportunity to give presen-
tations about the work of the Cyber Bobby Scheme and computer 
security to relevant community groups. You will be able to claim 
travel expenses. 
In terms of time commitment, we would look for a minimum of 4 
hours per week. There will be an informal  interview and any eve-
ryone will be required to have had a police vetting check. The 
initial training will be for a morning and is likely to be in either 
December or January 
If you are interested in this new role please send your current CV 
and a covering letter on why you are interested in the role to in-
fo@bluelamptrust.org.uk .  If you would like any further infor-
mation, please do email or call me.lemay@btinternet.com  / 
07970 048197 / 01489 860332 

Church of the Blessed Mary 
Tamsin Taylor writes: 
Since the last update, Blessed Mary has returned to a 
more normal pattern of weekly services, including a 
monthly Evensong. 
We have had two outside services – Harvest Festival 
(unfortunately rising COVID-19 numbers meant that 
we were unable to hold our traditional Harvest Lunch after-
wards), and the very successful pet service. This was a lovely cel-
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ebration of pets and the churchyard was alive with a vast array 
of animals from cats and dogs to guinea pigs and donkeys. Nata-
sha came and spoke about her job at the Blue Cross animal 
charity and the fantastic work that they do. Revd Jane even said 
a blessing  for a hamster in its coffin; Strawberry was going to 
attend but sadly died the previous night. 
Kate Smyth is becoming increasingly busy in her role as Youth, 
Children and Families’ worker. ‘Butterflies’ babies and tots 
group is now well established on Thursday mornings and ‘Upham 
Champions’ after school club has been launched, also taking 
place on Thursdays from 3.30 to 5.15pm.  Both groups meet at 
the church. Numbers are encouraging at our family friendly ser-
vices on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. If you want more information, 
or are interested in volunteering some of your time, please call 
Kate on 07986 009942. All are welcome and it would be lovely 
to get the community together, both young and old. 
On the 20th November we are holding a charity night at the 
church with all proceeds being split between the church and the 
Women’s refuge.  Tickets are £12.50 and include a bowl of chilli 
(or veggie alternative), a glass of wine or beer and entertain-
ment by our local band, the Feltbeaters. To find out more, or to 
purchase a ticket (only a few remaining) please email Jane Be-
loe janiebeloe@btinternet.com. 
The plan for Christmas services is currently as follows, although 
it may be subject to change, depending on COVID-19 numbers: 
Sunday 19th December 6.30pm Car-
ol Service 
Friday 24th December 3pm Crib 
Service 
Friday 24th December 11pm Mid-
night Mass 
Saturday 25th December 11am 
Christmas Service 
It would be lovely to see you at 
one of these services. 

Christmas Parties!! 
Kate Smyth writes: 
Both Butterflies and Champions 
will be holding their Christmas par-
ties on Thursday 9th December in 
Church at their normal meeting 
times. 
Please pre-book your place for 
these. 
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 Guide Dog Puppy 
Freya and Richard Green write: 
After a long wait (mainly due to 
COVID) we received a Golden 
Labrador/ Retriever cross puppy 
called ‘Tammy’ at the end of July 
this year. The Puppy Develop-
ment Advisor delivered her to us 
at 8 weeks old and we will look 
after her until she is 14 months 
old when she will be handed back 
for her formal Guide Dog Train-
ing.  
As Guide Dog Puppy Raisers our 
role is to raise her so she is very 
familiar and comfortable with all 
the sights and sounds she may 
encounter as a Guide Dog. The 
aim is to ensure she has as many 
positive experiences as possible 
while she’s young, to make her 
confident when she is assisting a 
person with a visual impairment 
in the future. This means carefully introducing her to people, 
other pets and animals, all forms of transport including jour-
neys on buses and trains, and loud noises in general.  
All normal dog behaviours have to be carefully managed so 
they are not detrimental later on, so she is not allowed to play 
with sticks or balls, or swim in the river - all the things our 
own labradors love to do - so she focuses entirely on being a 
Guide Dog and not running off! 
We also have special cue, or command, words for Tammy to 
learn which will be used throughout her life as an assistance 
dog. All this early work will hopefully mean she is selected to 
go on to the next training stage but there is no guarantee she 
will make it. 
It will be very sad when she has to go. 
Upham C of E Primary School 
Maia (Year 6 pupil) writes 
On Tuesday, 12th October 2021, Class Four children 
competed in a cross-country competition at 
Swanmore College. This competition was really 
important because it was the first face-to-face 
competition the school had taken part in for 1 
year and 7 months. 
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The first race was Year 5 boys and the team was made up of 
Sam, Nic, Louie, Antoine and Lewis. The highest score was from 
Antoine who came 15th. All the boys did very well as the course 
was very long. Sam came 40th, Lewis came 42nd, Nic came 43rd 
and Louie came 46th.  
The next race was the Year 5 girls, in this race there were only 
Alice and Rosie. They both did really well with Rosie coming in 
at 29th and Alice at 31st place. 
The third race was Year 6 boys and again there were only two 
children in this category. Luca came 29th and Louis came 34th.  
The last and final race was Year 6 girls. This race included Ma-
ia, Grace, Lucy, Kiera, Charlotte and Kamma. Grace had the 
best score out of all the categories as she came in with an 
amazing 10th place. Kamma came 20th, Lucy came 25th, Maia 
came 29th, Charlotte came 38th and Keira came 44th. These fan-
tastic scores meant that the Upham Year 6 girls team were 
placed in third position out of the twelve schools which attend-
ed the race. 
As there were so few children participating in the Year 5 girls 
and Year 6 boys teams, their scores didn’t get entered into the 
team comparison. 
When asked about participating in the event, Louie from Year 5 
said, “Wow that was… longer than I thought it’d be!”. “The 
race was long, my legs were burning, but it was definitely 
worth it for the result!” said Kamma in Year 6. 
“I liked it because I like racing,” commented Grace, also in 
Year 6. 
The race involved running around two full sized rugby fields 
and a little bit more. All of the children did really well with the 
length of the race, especially seeing as they hadn’t trained for 
the event. 
By Maia, Year 6 pupil. 
Recovery Programme well on track 
Cyn Kimble writes: 
Our November meeting is usually the one when Curriculum Gov-
ernors spend time closely scrutinising the School Performance 
Data supplied by the Government Department for Education. 
Because of the pandemic, there has been no such data, either 
last year or this year as SATs were cancelled.  However, this 
year, the Curriculum committee were able to review internal 
School Performance data showing the progress of children from 
immediately before the pandemic, through the two lockdowns 
to the end of the 2020/2021 academic year in July.  And what a 
positive review it was!  The data shows quite clearly that all 
our children are well on track to reach levels of attainment 
which would be expected from them by the end of this aca-
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 demic year if all the problems caused by the pandemic had not 
occurred.  
This situation is a tribute to: the relentless dedication of the 
staff in presenting accessible and inspiring remote learning for 
pupils whilst at the same time teaching pupils in school: to the 
commitment of parents and carers in supporting children in 
their learning through such difficult times and to the positive 
attitude to learning of the children, together with their resili-
ence and adaptability to such a range of teaching and learning 
experiences.  It is a tribute to the ethos of our whole school 
community.   We have a school to be proud of. 

Upham FC  
Roger Cooper writes: 
Upham First team have had a successful start to 
the new season and currently sit in 2nd place in 
the League, having played 6, won 4, drawn 1 and lost 1. On 4/9 
they drew 2-2 away to Meon Milton with goals from Alex Easton 
and Archie McMulkin and followed that up on 11/9 with a fine 5
-0 win at home to Michelmersh & Timbury in the first round of 
the League Cup with goals from Alex Easton, Archie McMulkin, 
Andres Mesa, Reece Stafford and an own goal. On 18/9 they 
won 3-0 away to Clarendon with goals from Archie McMulkin, 
Wes Allwood and Inaki Maneru and followed that with another 3
-0 win away to AFC Netley on 25/9 with Inaki Maner(2) and An-
dres Mesa on target. On 2/10 they had a resounding 8-1 win at 
home to Lyndhurst in the first round of the Hampshire FA Tro-
phy Cup with goals from Andres Mesa(3), Robby Dale(2), Archie 
McMulkin, Mike Morgan and Andy Catterson. They then narrowly 
lost 3-2 at home to Whiteley Wanderers on 16/10 with Wes All-
wood and Sam Gill scoring for Upham. They returned to win-
ning ways on 23/10 with an impressive 2-1 win over Harvest 
with Wes Allwood and Sam Charles on target. On 27/10, Upham 
faced strong opposition in the second round of the League cup 
away to Senior division high flyers Locks Heath and were well 
beaten 7-0 but they bounced straight back in the League with a 
5-1 win away to Broughton on 30/10 with goals from Alex 
Easton(2), Wes Allwood, Sam Charles and Manuel Benitez. 
Upham Reserves have had mixed fortunes in their start to the 
season and currently sit in 8th place in the League, having 
played 6, won 1, drawn 1 and lost 4. On 4/9 they lost 3-2 at 
home to FC Stunde with Liam Mears scoring both Upham goals: 
they then lost 6-0 at home to BTC Soton Res, then had a walko-
ver in the Hampshire FA Vase cup when IOW team Vectis with-
drew due to Covid-19 amongst their team.  That was followed 
by a 1-0 loss away to Chamberlayne Athletic  Res, but they 
bound back with a 4-0 win over Bishops Waltham Res with goals  
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from Liam Mears(2), Inaki Maneru and James Weeks. This was 
followed by a 5-1 defeat away to FC Stunde with Craig Buckman 
scoring Upham’s consolation goal and a 3-3 draw away to Bishops 
Waltham Res with goals from Sam McClemens, Liam Mears and 
Steve Willetts. 

Garden Club  
Jenny Bird writes: 

It’s been a quiet year for garden club with no in-person meetings 
and just a couple of visits in the summer thanks to Upham Farm 
(twice!) and Blackdown House. So we’re keen to see everyone 
together at the end of the year and what better excuse than cel-
ebrating our decorative efforts in the run up to Christmas. Last 
year we started Upham 3D, December Door Decorations, and had 
a great response from around the village. See the back page for a 
reminder of some of last year’s decorations. 

So this year we hope lots of people will have another go at deco-
rating their door, wall, tree, fence … anything visible from the 
roadway. Then just send a photo of your efforts to Chris Little 
@  little537@btinternet.com  so that we can share them on the 
village website and in the January issue of UU. We won’t be ask-
ing for votes on your favourite: this year it’s about, “fun, foliage 
and a festive get together”  

On Saturday, 18th December, please join us in walking around to 
see this year’s creative and quirky effects (remember the welly 
boots and plant pot people last year?) then meet friends and 
neighbours at the Brushmakers Arms around 3 p.m. for free 
mince pies and other goodies (courtesy of garden club) and 
treat yourself to a mulled wine from the pub. 

Last year, there were decorations in almost every part of the vil-
lage and from people of all ages and it was lovely to know that 
families created things together and many people foraged for 
their plant materials. There will be photos on the village website 
and, as people send in photos, we’ll post them so that you’ll 
know what to watch out for as you walk round. 

See you there! Brushmakers Arms 3 p.m. Saturday 
18th December 

And in the spring we’re planning a meeting in the Village Hall 
(regulations permitting) based on the South Downs National Park 
initiative on renaturing, to look at ways to bring wildlife onto our 
gardens. So watch this space and if you’d like to be on the  Gar-
den Club email list please contact janeashe42@yahoo.co.uk 
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The Village Pre-School 
Claire Parry writes: 
The Pre-School started the Autumn Term looking at books about 
Percy the Park Keeper.  The children took part in Autumn activi-
ties, looking at the weather, animals and what happens to the 
plants and trees.  They enjoyed exploring the garden and looking 
at the changes that were happening; we heard some great de-
scriptive language from the children when they were looking at 
the changes in the trees.  There was great excitement when the 
workmen came to lay the artificial grass in the garden, with dig-
gers, tractors and rollers.  The children watched every day to see 
how the grass was progressing.  Now that it is finished they are 
really enjoying playing outside in all weathers and not getting 
muddy.  We have planted about 100 bulbs in the garden so we 
look forward to these coming up in the Spring. 
In the Nursery our youngest children have been looking at the 
story of the Hungry Caterpillar and making lots of crafts on this 
theme. The most favourite has been exploring paints and colours 
using their hands to mix the paints. 
This half term we have started by celebrating Diwali and Fire-
works Night.  We are then going to look at the stories and adven-
tures of Winnie the Witch, which will lead us into December and 
Christmas.  The children have started to learn the songs for our 
Christmas show, which we are really hoping, COVID permitting, 
we can perform this year. 
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