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 Welcome to issue 35! 
Please send your articles and photos for the next issue by 
Fri 5th November to Cyn at cynandroy@btinternet.com. For 
advertising or to become a ‘Friend of Upham Update’ con-
tact Chris at little537@btinternet.com. Welcome to our lat-
est ‘Friend’ - Jo Rigg! 
For a full colour version of this issue, see the village web-
site, www.uphamvillage.org.uk. 
Many thanks to Jane Brown who is stepping down from coor-
dinating distribution. We are looking for a volunteer to 
take on this job for future issues—contact Chris or Cyn for 
more details. 
Editors: Chris Little, Cyn Kimble  
Commshub Coordinator: Mike Elliott.  
Cover photo: Chris Little 

Upham Parish Council 
Anne Collins writes: 

Please join us between 10 am and 12 noon on 
Saturday 2nd October in Upham Village Hall to 
learn more about the new Village Design State-
ment and the Winchester Road plans. Your views 
on both of these are so important to the further develop-
ment of these projects.  

What’s On   

Sat 11 Sept 1500 Rec  Upham 1st v Michelmersh & Timsbury 

Sat 18 Sept 1430 Rec Upham Res v BTC Southampton Res 

Sat 18 Sept 1000 pond Pond working party 

Sat 25 Sept 1430 Rec Upham Res v Comrades Res 

Sun 26 Sept 1100 Church Harvest Festival Service 

Mon 27 Sept 1930 Hall Parish Council Meeting 

Tues 28 Sept 1930 Hall Upham Village Hall AGM 

Sat 2 Oct 1000 Hall Parish Council drop-in meeting on Village 
Design Statement and Winchester Rd plans 

Mon 25 Oct 1930 Hall Parish Council Meeting 
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Village design statements are intended to provide guidance 
for any development proposals and to inform planning deci-
sions. A working group has conducted surveys of the village 
which will be presented for your information and more im-
portantly for your input and comments. 
The Parish Council has been working on traffic calming 
plans for the Winchester Road - you may have read about 
these in Upham Update. Plans include road marking chang-
es, verge planting and more (see separate Highways report). 
There will be coffee and biscuits and a chance to chat to 
village councillors and other residents. We are hoping to see 
as many residents as possible 
Although a report has been received from the HCC Flood 
Management Team little progress has been made to ease 
the flooding problems.  It is hoped that HCC will soon be in 
a position to give us and residents a plan of how the flood-
ing issues can be resolved satisfactorily. Flooding in Torbay 
Farm is still being followed up by District Councillor Lumby 
with Winchester City Council and Sovereign Housing.  As no 
progress appears to have been made the Clerk is following 
up with further information from residents.   
A second speed indicator sign has been purchased for use in 
Upham to try to slow traffic down as well as gather im-
portant data for analysis. 
Village pond working group: see the piece below from Freya 
Green. 
The next two Parish Council Meetings are scheduled for 
Monday 27th September, 2021 and Monday 25th October, 
2021.  It is hoped that we will be able to meet at the Village 
Hall in the Committee Room as usual, but with Covid re-
strictions in place.  If any resident would like to attend, we 
would ask that they contact the Clerk prior to the meeting 
so that we can allow appropriate social distancing. 
Agendas will be published for all the Parish Council Meet-
ings, and if any residents have anything they would like to 
bring to the attention of Parish Councillors then please send 
an e-mail to the Clerk at uphamparishcouncil@gmail.com 
before the meeting date.   

Highways Update 
Ross Snowdon writes 
In the May issue of UU, I shared the latest news on the high-
ways and landscaping projects the Parish Council has been 
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steadily progressing.  In early June, the first phase of the 
new road marking scheme was laid on the Colden common 
approach of Winchester Road entering Lower Upham. 
You’ve hopefully noticed the new dragons’ teeth, road 
hatchings and narrowing points. 
The second phase is to tie into the road markings, including 
the installation of the village gateways, narrowing boundary 
markers, and fully refreshed terminal signs. We have an in-
dicative date from HCC of 6th – 15th November for this work. 
These elements will be for all three gateways entering Low-
er Upham (Mortimer’s Lane and Winchester Road approach-
es from Colden Common, Bishops Waltham and Fair Oak).  It 
is hoped that at the same time the second phase of re-
freshed markings for the Fair Oak approach will be laid. This 
not only ties into the new gateways etc but also ties in with 
the high friction road surface that was laid approaching the 
Mortimer’s lane junction. 
The pilot for landscaping on the verges is also progressing. 
Areas have now been marked and spraying of areas has be-
gun, ready for planting to start in late September or Octo-
ber. 
There has been a huge amount of work untaken by various 
parties to get to where we are today, some elements of 
which we have only very briefly touched on.  Many hours 
have been spent debating the best way forward. It is hard to 
get across everything in a short update to explain the full 
reasoning behind what has been implemented and why. 
With restrictions now easing, we are very pleased that on 
Saturday 2nd October between 10am and 12noon, the Parish 
Council will be holding an open morning in the village hall. 
Please join us if you would like to learn more about the 
various projects. Your feedback is very important and can 
help form ideas on future projects. 

Upham Village Hall 
Roy Kimble writes: 
As life returns closer to normal, the Village Hall 
is starting to become busy. Sandra Rees, our 
new booking agent, is taking lots of enquiries 
for bookings for both regular and one-off func-
tions as people are catching up on everything that couldn’t 
take place during the lockdowns.  
The new air source heat pump is now installed ready for 
when the colder weather kicks in. The “grass” area at the 
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back of the hall will be replaced this month with artificial 
grass which will look so much better than the green and 
brown patched affair that is there at the moment and will 
be much more attractive for events. The trees around the 
car park will also be trimmed and pruned this month. 
The AGM for the Village Hall will take place on 28th Septem-
ber, 2021 at 7.30pm in the main hall. Please come along 
and share any comments and suggestions you may have and 
perhaps volunteer to join our committee. The Village Hall is 
such an important community hub for our village and needs 
everyone’s support. 

Upham Pond 
Freya Green writes: 
Everybody is welcome on Saturday, 18th September from 10
-12 to join a working party to tidy up the area around 
Upham pond. Many hands make light work! Please bring a 
spade, fork or some secateurs if you have them and let’s 
hope it’s dry weather!   

Upham Neighbourhood Watch 
Eve Croucher writes: 
Starting in September, standard petrol at gar-
age pumps will change. The new petrol will be 
marked as ‘E10’ (note diesel fuel will not be 
changing). This is part of moves by the govern-
ment to reduce carbon emissions. 
Most cars built since 2011 will be compatible with this re-
vised fuel. If your petrol car was built before 2011, or you 
ride a motorcycle, you can use the online vehicle checker at 
www.gov.uk/check-vehicle-e10-petrol to see if your vehicle 
can use this fuel. Alternatively, check your vehicle hand-
book. 
Some other petrol-powered equipment may not be compati-
ble with E10 petrol including boats, garden equipment such 
as lawn mowers and chainsaws and some light aircraft.  
Owners and operators should check their manual or ask the 
manufacturer or dealer before using E10. If in doubt, con-
tinue to use the E5 (super) grade 
If your vehicle or equipment is not compatible with E10 
fuel, you will still be able to fill up with ‘super’ grade petrol 
from most filling stations -at least for the next five years. 
So what if you make a mistake at the pumps and fill your 
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older car with E10? Well, unlike the consequences of a pet-
rol-diesel mis-fuel, expensive draining of the fuel system is 
not required. Simply dilute it with E5 from the pump or fill 
it up next time with ‘super’ and it should be fine. ‘But don’t 
make a habit of it’, say the manufacturers. Prolonged use of 
the wrong fuel could result in problems such as finding the 
engine harder to start from cold, stalling, leaks and corro-
sion. 
Inevitably, scammers will try to take advantage of the 
change to convince owners of non-compatible cars to hand 
over cash e.g. charging for unnecessary services such as 
cleaning out your fuel system. Please be prepared for the 
change and, if you fuel up wrongly and use the incorrect 
fuel for your vehicle, don’t panic-just dilute with E5 and go 
over to using this as soon as possible. 
Also remember to lock your car! 

Church of the Blessed Mary 
Simon Beloe writes: 
The mysterious death of a village vicar 
My last piece on the history of the Church in 
Upham was just over two years ago and I 
thought that perhaps the time has come for an-
other instalment. 
In 1890, just before Christmas, came the candidate for the 
most bizarre story of the year with a rumour that a funeral 
of a Hampshire Vicar had been stopped because he had not 
died but was in a state of suspended animation. Reports be-
gan sweeping through the neighbourhood that the Reverend 
W Wyke Bayliss, Rector of Upham, had not passed away af-
ter delivering a lengthy Shakespearean reading in a concert 
at the village’s local school. He had suddenly fallen for-
ward, his head touching the rostrum, and he was carried 
outside in the belief that he had suffered a fatal heart at-
tack.  
Naturally, family and friends gathered at the Rectory to pay 
their respects before the lid of the coffin was screwed down 
prior to his funeral which was to be attended by many col-
leagues, school children and parishioners. But then, extraor-
dinarily, another Vicar, Canon Less from Botley, who was 
due to have performed the funeral, refused to bury him as 
he thought that he was still alive. The local GP, Dr. Da-
vidson, was summoned and he, on a brief examination, ap-
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parently concurred. 
“His heart is still beating,” he declared. Unfortunately, the 
Vicar was, indeed, dead and his funeral had not taken 
place, as the notion of suspended animation had been 
dreamed up by his wife who imagined that he was still alive 
and told the Canon, who favoured her idea. Canon Less 
sought the local doctor who, after examining his body 
thought that he was dead, but this was not sufficiently con-
clusive and a second doctor travelled by horse and carriage 
from Winchester for a second opinion. He immediately de-
clared the Rector was dead but it was too late for the fu-
neral to go ahead that day. 
There have been many stories connected with Upham 
church since Cromwell stabled his horses in its aisles, alt-
hough none can be more touching that this incident of the 
Rector, in his prime of life, dying in the presence of his peo-
ple and the outstretched arms of his family. 
More recently, we have had a number of lovely weddings 
over the summer. It was marvellous to see the church full of 
people, flowers and singing once again.  
September will see the resumption of the regular pattern of 
services at 11:00 every Sunday and Evensong at 6:30pm on 
12th September. 
The Harvest Festival will be celebrated on 26th September 
and everybody, as always, will be very welcome. 
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Upham School 
Catherine Olver writes: 
Friday 3rd September marks the first day back to 
school for the children at Upham C of E Primary 
School. After a very strange eighteen months for 
everyone, the children and staff are looking for-
ward to what will hopefully be a more ‘normal’ academic 
year.  
The children will no longer have to be separated into 
‘bubbles’, instead they will be able to play with peers from 
across the whole school at break times. They will be able to 
congregate as a whole school for assemblies in the hall ra-
ther than having these online virtually. At lunchtimes, they 
will be able to sit together and eat with their friends and 
parents and visitors will finally be allowed back on site. 
Some things will still remain though; children have learnt 
the importance of regular hand washing, using tissues (catch 
it, bin it, kill it) and fresh air. Classrooms will remain well 
ventilated with windows and doors open and hand washing/
sanitising will take place at regular intervals throughout the 
day. Staff will also continue with their lateral flow testing 
to try to keep everyone as safe as possible. 
Alongside this return to a more ‘normal’ way of school life, 
another exciting aspect of the new term is that the school 
has just undergone a dramatic refurbishment over the Sum-
mer holidays. All of the classrooms, the office space and 
corridors have been repainted. Each class teacher has cho-
sen the colours for their own classroom so each class is very 
different. There are also new carpets, vinyl, sinks and toi-
lets. The school looks very fresh, bright and colourful and 
hopefully the children will be excited about their newly 
decorated learning spaces. 
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The Village Pre-School 
Claire Parry writes: 
We finished the summer term 
looking at ‘Under the sea’.  The 
children took part in lots of activi-
ties relating to this subject. 
We had plenty of water play with 
the children and the staff all get-
ting very wet in the paddling 
pools.   
We were extremely lucky to have 
a visit by Bishop’s Waltham Fire 
Brigade when the children looked 
around the fire engine and had a 
go with the hoses.   
We said goodbye to our children 
who were leaving us to go to Primary School this year by 
having a teddy bears picnic during the last week of term.  
We are looking forward to welcoming all of our new fami-
lies this term. 
We will be starting the new academic year looking at the 
stories of ‘Percy the Park Keeper’. 
We are now taking bookings for the Autumn Term; if you 
would like to come and have a look around our fabulous 
Pre-School please give us a call on 01489 861330 or email 
us on village@parrywoodchildcare.co.uk. 

Philippa Gurd  22/9/1951 – 16/7/2021 
Phil Gurd writes: 
Pip and I moved to Lower Upham at the end of 1980.  My 
business had moved from Guildford to Winchester.  We 
looked at houses within a 10 mile circle around Winches-
ter, and Mundys Cottage came out on top of our search. 
Very soon after we arrived, we were invited to dinner by 
Bob and Chris Davies, from whom we had bought our 
house, and were introduced to a selection of fellow villag-
ers, all of whom became friends for life. 
We arrived with our son, Tom, already at school and trans-
ferred to Upham School, and his younger brother, John.  
Pip immediately began to gather up more friends when de-
livering and collecting Tom to and from school.  In fact, 
Pip made friends everywhere she went.  She had tremen-
dous energy and enthusiasm and she loved to talk to peo-
ple.  She also had the gift of being a great listener and an 
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 ability to empathise with 
all sorts of people. 
She threw herself into vil-
lage activities like the 
Youth Club, where she 
spent many happy eve-
nings rounding up errant 
teenagers from the bus 
stop and fishing jelly ba-
bies out of the gents uri-
nals in the old Village 
Hall. Pip loved the kids, 
most of the time, and they 
loved her. 
Pip became heavily in-
volved with the Horticul-
tural Society for a number 
of years.  She always put 
entries into the annual 
show and collected many 
a prize.  (She was the current holder of the Upham and 
District Flower Show Challenge Cup, with some of her 
paintings, and as and when the Shows are revived, I’ve 
still got the cup.)  Until climate change washed it out 
once too often, May Day was a big event in the village.  
Pip was a very enthusiastic maypole dancer and a happy 
onion fryer. 
Apart from village activities, Pip found time to take 
courses in horticulture, upholstery, massage and art, in 
all of which she was successful.  She also did yoga and 
pilates and spent time at the gym.  And of course, she 
made friends in each and every thing she did.  Her 
friendship and positive attitude helped many of the peo-
ple she met. 
Upham proved to be a very happy home for Pip and me 
and the boys.  So many happy memories of fun and 
friendship.  She doted on her grandchildren, and they 
shared many happy hours together. 
The first occurrence of Pip’s cancer was in 2003, and the 
various treatments meant that, really, she was never 
100% fit again.   Not that anyone would know.  Her lovely 
smile was always there, and she continued to care about 
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others and to light up rooms with her presence.  This 
year, she was overwhelmed, but was at least able to 
spend her last days at home with her close family in at-
tendance. 
I am grateful to everyone who has expressed their sadness 
and sympathy at her passing.  I take comfort in knowing 
that she is missed, and that she will be remembered. 

Upple Juice 
Tom Bristowe writes: 
As you may recall from last January’s Upham 
Update, we would like collect as many ap-
ples and pears from the village’s gardens as 
possible and produce another batch of deli-
cious Upple Juice! Unfortunately this year’s weather is 
likely to mean our harvest may disappoint, but we would 
still like to give it a go! If you have apple or pear trees 
and would like to contribute, we will have an 'Upple col-
lection weekend' on 25/26 September. Over the course of 
the weekend, please collect a blue bin from the garage at 
Blackdown House, fill it with as many apples and/or pears 
as you can, and return it to the garage by the end of that 
Sunday. Over the following week, we will take our com-
bined harvest to Kimpton Apple Press to be turned into 
Upple Juice. If you live in the village, you will be able to 
buy bottles at cost price. If there are any left, we will sell 
them at a small mark-up and give any profits to the 
church. If you’d like to learn more, please contact Tom 
Bristowe (tom.bristowe@btopenworld.com) or Freya 
Green (freya@freyagreen.co.uk). Huge thanks to El-
lie Green for designing Upple’s logo! 

Upham FC 
Roger Cooper writes: 
Upham First team have had a successful 
build up to the new season unbeaten in their 
four pre-season friendly matches. Our first 
team have drawn 1 - 1 with Fleetlands Re-
serves and Compton, and defeated Colden Common Dev 7 
– 0 and Hamble United 3-2.  
Upham FC Reserves have also acquitted themselves well, 
with wins against AFC Eagles (4 - 2) and Sporting Wessex 
Reserves (5 – 1), and a loss 3 -2 to MVC.     
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 The season kicked off in earnest on Saturday 4th Septem-
ber. The first team drew 2-2 with Meon Milton 2, with 
goals from Alex Easton and Archie McMulkin. The Reserves 
lost narrowly 3-2 to FC Stunde 3—both goals from Liam 
Mears. See overleaf for a list of upcoming fixtures. 

Upham FC would like to hear from anyone interested in 
sponsoring us for this season   

Upham FC upcoming fixtures 

Migration 
Andrew Ward writes: 
Another summer (if you can call it that!) is drawing to a 
close and, as the seasons change, many of the birds that 
have been with us for the last few months will now be 
moving away and others that have bred further north will 
begin to pass through on their way south for the winter.  
I have yet to come across the large flocks and interesting 
variety of migrants which visited us late last August but 
with “falls” of some migrant species such as the dapper 
pied flycatcher being reported along our coastlines, it 
may not be long before we can enjoy a glimpse of some-
thing which we don’t see very often in our neighbour-
hood.  
Last year, we welcomed yellow wagtails, tree pipits and a 
hobby to our area. Perhaps this year we might host a 
smart redstart, with its flashy rufous tail, or a wheatear 
bounding around on the ground and showing its obvious 
white rump above its black and white tail. 
One migrant that I noted near my house recently was a 
green sandpiper. This is a wading bird which does not 

Sat 11 Sept 1430 away Upham Res v Botley Village 

Sat 11 Sept 1500 home Upham 1st v Michelmersh & Timsbury 

Sat 18 Sept 1500 away Upham 1st v Clarendon 

Sat 18 Sept 1430 home Upham Res v BTC Southampton Res 

Sat 25 Sept 1500 away Upham 1st v AFC Netley 

Sat 25 Sept 1430 Home Upham Res v Comrades Res 
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 breed in Britain but which passes through in reasonable 
numbers in spring and autumn. While I have often watched 
one or more down at Titchfield Haven, I’ve not seen one in 
our area as they inhabit coastal and inland waters where 
they stop to feed on muddy banks and shallow pools, deftly 
picking up insects and small crustaceans. This one was fly-
ing quickly over us, perhaps on its way to richer feeding 
grounds than we can provide and I only knew it was there 
because I heard its distinctive loud piping call. I never saw 
it, despite searching the skies for it eagerly. 
This experience reminded me that tracking bird migration 
by sound recording, especially at night, is now a burgeoning 
hobby (which I have yet to take up) which is also contrib-
uting greatly to the scientific understanding of bird migra-
tion. It has long been known that many birds migrate at 
night but the most obvious evidence for this has often been 
the sudden appearance in the morning of flocks of birds 
which were not there the night before. An increasing num-
ber of birders are now investing in sound recording equip-
ment which they put out at night. They then spend time 
analysing the bird calls that they have recorded. Some un-
fortunates have woken up to find that something extremely 
rare has flown over their house while they were fast asleep 
- I think I’d rather not know! However, the combined prod-
uct of their work has contributed greatly to our understand-
ing of migration routes and bird behaviour which had previ-
ously been invisible. 
Finally, news of my breeding spotted flycatchers. I reported 
in the last issue that I had discovered not one but two nests 
of this fast declining spe-
cies in my garden. Sadly, 
one of the nests failed 
very early and I didn’t see 
the adult birds again. 
Hopefully they moved on 
to a better spot and were 
successful at the second 
attempt. I also saw little 
activity around the second 
nest and was worried that 
the season, with its in-
clement weather, may 
have been a complete 
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failure. However, in mid-July, I was thrilled to see an adult 
feeding two recently fledged young on top of one of the 
tallest trees in my garden. Not only that, but a couple of 
weeks later, one of the adult birds was again sitting on the 
nest and last week another brood of youngsters, fresh out of 
the nest, were dashing around my garden under the watch-
ful gaze of their hard-working parents. So I am already hop-
ing to welcome them back to my garden next year. 

Upham Garden Club 
Jenny Bird writes 
It's been lovely all summer to peer 
over walls and hedges around 
the village and see 
some gorgeous gardens. The cool 
damp weather might not be what 
we'd like in July and August but at 
least the grass stayed green and 
flowers continued to bloom for a 
long time. And over the last few 
weeks gift produce has appeared 
at gates as people share their gluts 
with passers-by.  
Many thanks to Penny Walker for 
opening her garden to us again on 
1st September!  The weather was 
a huge improvement on the tor-
rential downpour of June and 
we were delighted to see impres-
sive hot autumn borders, dahlias and a wide range of oth-
er flowers in a lovely setting (see photos overleaf) 
As mentioned last time, we are not arranging any winter 
talks this year. However we will be organis-
ing another 3D door decorating event for December as it 
was popular last year.  Here are some reminders of last 
year's original creations: do have a look and enjoy them 
again while planning for this year.  
https://uphamvillage.org.uk/upham-3d-winner/ 
More details in the November issue of Upham Update. 
Watch this space: and please look out for  members' emails 
nearer the time. If you'd like to join the mailing list please 
contact janeashe42@yahoo.co.uk. 
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Upham Farm Garden visit 

For all the latest village news, go to www.uphamvillage.org.uk 


