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Welcome to issue 34! 
Thanks as always to all our contributors—please send your articles 
and photos for the next issue by Sat 4th September to Cyn at   
cynandroy@btinternet.com. We still have space for advertising 
local businesses and services—contact Chris for details at lit-
tle537@btinternet.com. If you would like to become a ‘friend of 
Upham Update’ by supporting us with a small donation towards 
our printing costs, email little537@btinternet.com. 
For a full colour version of this issue, see the village website, 
www.uphamvillage.org.uk. 
Editors: Chris Little, Cyn Kimble Distribution: Jane Brown 
Commshub Coordinator: Mike Elliott. Cover photo: Chris Little 

Upham Parish Council 
Anne Collins writes: 

Updating of the Upham Village Design Statement is 
continuing to progress.  Richard Green is compiling 
the responses to the surveys. Once the results have 
been analysed it is hoped that a public meeting can 
be held to draw out any common themes. 
Progress is being made on the landscaping improvements along 
the Winchester Road. Trial areas have been agreed to plant wild 
flowers, gateway sign designs have been made, quotes are being 
sought for replacement bus shelters and additional tree planting 
has been proposed. Some new road markings have been put in 
and some resurfacing work has now been carried out.   
Over the last few months, flooding issues have arisen in the lower 
part of Upham Street and in Torbay Farm. Councillors, HCC Flood 
Management Team Officers and residents attended a site meeting 
to view the areas of Upham Street that have flooded.  A detailed 
analysis has been carried out and a report by Hampshire County 
Council will soon be available.  It is hoped that once this is com-
pleted there will be a clearer idea of how to resolve the flooding 
problems in this area. 
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What’s On   

Sat 17 July 1400 Recreation Ground Upham 1st v Midhurst Res 

Sat 24 July 1500 Recreation Ground Upham 1st  v Colden Common 
Dev 

Sat 7 Aug 1500 Recreation Ground Upham 1st v Hamble United 

Sat 14 Aug 1500 Recreation Ground Upham 1st v Compton 

Wed 1 Sept Upham Farm Garden Club Visit (Time tbc) 



 

 
The flooding in Torbay Farm is still being followed up by District 
Councillor Lumby with Winchester City Council.  Volunteers are 
carrying out the Play Area Inspections each week.  A shared-
ownership property has become available and this has been ad-
vertised on comms hub.  The shrubs at the entrance to the play 
area green will be taken out and turf put down along with some 
bulbs as this will be easier to maintain and look better. 
Cllr Dalley has been sending out Traffic Alerts via Comms Hub to 
inform residents about any road closures or traffic problems 
which might affect Upham residents in the area. 
The Pond Working Group have been carrying out work at the 
Pond and Steve Comley is going to regularly carry out the mainte-
nance of the area for UPC. 
The next Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday 26th 
July, 2021.  There will be no Meeting in August and the Septem-
ber Meeting will be on Monday 27th September.       
Agendas will still be published for all the Parish Council Meetings 
and if any residents have anything they would like to bring to the 
attention of Parish Councillors, please send an e-mail to the Clerk 
at uphamparishcouncil@gmail.com before the meeting date.   

Winchester Road Verge Planting Project 
Gwyn Halsall writes: 
We have updated residents regularly on this traffic calming pro-
ject. Upham Parish Council has decided to trial planting in 4 are-
as. Wildflower turf and bulbs will be planted on the grassy island 
in front of the Alma and at the entrance to Sciviers Lane. Wild-
flower seed will be planted at the entrance to Upham street. 
Bulbs will be planted by the footpath entrance to Village hall. 
Work will start clearing the areas in September followed by plant-
ing. We will evaluate the success of the scheme to determine 
whether to extend the planting in the future. 
The contractor states that whilst wildflower planting looks great 
from May to July, it has less visual impact at other times. The ar-
eas will be cut less regularly which may not be to everyone’s 
taste.  

Upham Village Hall 
Roy Kimble writes: 

There are changes at the Village Hall. We are coming 
out of COVID restrictions; we now have a new Book-
ing Agent starting on 19th July; and a new heating 
system, with an air source heat pump, will replace 
the very old oil boiler at the end of July. 
The Trustees’ Report up to the end of April 2021 is now being fi-
nalised. Thanks to the hard work of the treasurer, Helen Firth, 
the Village Hall, despite all the Covid problems, has ended the 
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financial year in a more positive way than originally anticipated. 
Grants and the continuation of the Pre-School bookings have 
greatly contributed to this outcome. 
The Village Hall Committee are very grateful to Claire Gregory for 
all her work as Booking Agent over the last few years through 
some difficult times. Sandra Rees will be taking over the post on 
19th July. Contact details for enquiries and booking the hall will 
remain the same. Any changes will be clearly publicised on the 
website and via commshub. 
The Village Hall is a community building for the pursuit of art, 
culture, recreation and sport and a facility in which the commu-
nity is able to hold events, celebrate personal milestones and al-
low clubs and societies to flourish. The Trustees are very grateful 
to those who have worked and taken good care of the hall during 
the pandemic and we thank our individual contractors for their 
help in achieving this. We now look forward to a period of more 
bookings of the hall as restrictions have eased – in a venue with 
reliable and eco-friendly heating! 
 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Eve Croucher writes: 
Very recently, we have seen an increase in crime 
within the village, which includes a break into a 
garden shed at the bottom of Upham Street and two 
cars being broken into in neighbouring properties on 
the same evening. Information and a CCTV image of four men 
were sent to the police.  A dog snatcher van was also seen in the 
village and three separate dog owners were approached; thank-
fully they and their dogs were all able to get away safely. 
Other problems that affect us all are the huge increase in Inter-
net scams, from fraud ‘Road traffic fines’ and just this month a 
fraud ‘Covid Passport Certificate for travel’ scam, as well as 
phone calls from people purporting to be from the Police and oth-
ers offering supposed government grants. 
We can keep you updated. Please join CommsHub our village e-
mail circulation list at commshub@uphamvillage.org.uk and e-
mail Mike with your e-mail address and ask to be added to the 
circulation list. E-mails are only sent when something is relevant 
or urgent. If you would rather not join the village e-mail, please 
feel free to give me your e-mail address and I can inform you per-
sonally.  
We can all do our bit. Please let me know of any incidents, so we 
can spread the news and alert other villagers.  
eve.croucher@gmail.com 01489 860641. 
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Upham Church Door Step Fete 
Tammy Taylor and Simon Beloe on behalf of Upham PCC write: 
As most of you will be aware, we held our ‘Door Step’ church fete 
on Saturday 10th July and we were overwhelmed by how success-
ful it was, raising in the region of £4,000. The pandemic has pre-
sented many challenges to us all and it has been a challenge for 
The  Blessed Mary as well. The funds raised will help us, as the 
village church, to look to life ahead and do all we can to be an 
active church at the heart of Upham life. We have been so 
pleased to have the church open for all to come in when passing 
and to have kept services going in a variety of ways. 
Although we set up in drizzle, the forecasted rain held off until 
much later that evening and it was wonderful to see the village 
come together after such an awful 18 months and to be reminded 
of how wonderful and supportive our Upham community is. It was 
lovely to meet some new people and everyone had a smile on 
their face, a bottle under one arm and a teddy in the other! 
We are grateful to everyone who came to support us and who do-
nated in various ways but there are certain people worthy of an 
extra thanks: 
• Judy and Rob Horne, Geoffrey and Sue Nockolds, and Phil and 

Millie Steele for the use of their grounds. 
• Upham Parish Council for the use of the Recreation Ground and 

Torbay Farm play area. 
• Greenhill Marquees and Events for the loan of their tables. 
• The Friends of Upham School for running the teddy tombola. 
• Upham Football Club. 
• All stall holders and helpers. 
• James Belchamber for his organisation of signage and equip-

ment prior to the day. 
• Barney Dunford and Mike Benham for all their hard work in set-

ting up and taking down the majority of the stalls. 
• White and Guard for their sponsorship. 
• Durley Church for the help and assistance with COVID signage. 
• All raffle prize donors and donations to all the stalls. 
• The Fete Committee and in particular Janet Dunford who, as 

always, goes above and beyond. 
See you next year!  

Church of the Blessed Mary 
Colin Russell writes: 
We are pleased to report that a normal Sunday ser-
vice pattern (11am) will resume in July following 
various changes due to the pandemic. However, in 
August services will occur on every other Sunday at 
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11am (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month). It is then our aim to 
return to weekly services from September onwards. 
The church has agreed to participate in a 
project to monitor any slow-worms that 
might live in or around Blessed Mary. 
The Slow-worms in Churchyards Pro-
ject (SliC) aims to find and study slow-
worm populations, primarily in church-
yards and in Dorset and Hampshire in 
conjunction with the Hampshire and Isle 
of Wight Amphibian and Reptile Group. It 
is anticipated that this will be a long 
running exercise. 
Carpet or roofing tiles have been laid out 
in tall vegetation or near a hedge, tree 
or shrub and this route is walked once a 
month to check if there are any reptiles 
underneath the tiles and whether any other reptiles are seen out 
foraging or basking in the sun. The tiles provide protection from 
predators and a place for the reptiles to warm up— they are cold-
blooded and need warmth to become active. 
Churchyards provide a thriving ecosystem for many different spe-
cies, and slow-worms are the most common reptile found. The 
slow-worm Anguis fragilis looks like a small snake but it is actual-
ly a legless lizard. Lizards have an eyelid, which snakes do not 
have, and can, therefore, blink, which snakes cannot. Like other 
lizards, it can shed its tail as a defence mechanism to avoid pre-
dation. The tail will grow back but it is never as long as the origi-
nal tail. Therefore, if it is necessary to pick up a slow-worm, to 
move it out of danger, hold it nearer to the head end or gently 
scoop it up with both hands. They do have teeth but they do not 
bite people and are completely harmless. 
Slow-worms are protected and it is illegal to deliberately kill, in-
jure, buy or sell them. They have very small scales and this gives 
them a shiny metallic appearance. New-born juveniles are gold or 
bronze in colour with a dark stripe down their back and dark 
flanks. The markings are similar to a female but the juveniles 
could be males.  Males do not develop their true colouration until 
their second year. Adult males do not have dark flanks and are 
more evenly coloured beige, brown or grey, sometimes with blue 
flecking. 
Like other reptiles, slow-worms are independent as soon as they 
are born. They can grow to 40 cm and live to be 20 years old in the 
wild. In captivity they can live longer and one slow-worm at Co-
penhagen Zoo reached the grand old age of 54! On my first in-
spection of the tiles I am pleased to report I found one adult male 
slow-worm! 
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Upham C of E Primary School 
Ivy (Year 6) writes: 
Due to COVID 19, last year Upham School couldn’t 
hold a sports day at all. This year, though, the rules 
were more relaxed and the teachers thought it was a 
priority to hold a proper sports day. Due to many re-
strictions still being in place, the sports day was very different to 
other years, but it was still amazing. Unfortunately, parents 
could not attend, but Mr Woolley, the head teacher, filmed it so 
that parents could watch parts of the events at home. 
The children were split into six different teams of around 16 pu-

pils from across the whole school. The teams were named after 
continents: Europe, North America, South America, Asia and Aus-
tralasia. The children had to complete activities within their class 
bubble, but earned points for their continent team. They com-
pleted six team activities in their class and had five minutes on 
each. These included lots of obstacle style events as well as hur-
dles, balancing and throwing. 
After the team activities, they did some races. Each class did a 
normal running race and one other race. Class One and Two did a 
dressing up race, Class Three a sack race and Class Four a relay 
race in teams. 
Benjamin in Year 6 said, ‘Sports Day was really fun, I enjoyed 
working with my team and cheering everyone on.’Mrs Miller, one 
of the teachers, said, ‘I enjoyed seeing how each class bubble 
tried their very best to support their 
team. Everyone looked like they were 
having so much fun!’ 
The children did so well and really en-
joyed the day. The results were an-
nounced just before home time. The run-
ner up was North America and the winner 
was Asia. The children were very grateful 
to the staff for organising such a good 
sports day for them to enjoy. 

Page 7 



 

 
Upham Pre-School 
Claire Parry writes: 

We have been very busy at the Village Pre-
School this term.  We started the term learn-
ing all about ‘The Jungle’ and the animals 
that live there.  We then looked at the mini 
beasts who live in our garden at Pre-School 
and discovered lots of our own ‘jungle ani-
mals’ in the garden! 

We then moved 
onto ‘Fairy Tales’ in which we learned lots 
of new stories as well as remembering some 
of our favourite ones.  We all got very excit-
ed when the door bell rang one day and Ra-
punzel was at the door.  She came in and 
read her story and we all sang some songs 
and danced with Rupunzel. 

After half term we started our ‘Pirate and 
Princess’ theme. We then moved onto 

‘The Lighthouse Keeper’ where we have learned all about light-
houses and all of the antics that the keeper gets up to. 
For the last three weeks of this year we will be learning about 
Katie Morag and her adventures on her island in Scotland. This 
will then lead us nicely to our final theme of ‘Under the Sea’. 
In cooking club, we have continued to cook lots of different 
things such dried fruit balls for Ramadan, Baa Baa Black Sheep 
cakes and treasure map pizza.  In gardening club, we have been 
planting more vegetables in our garden and making lots of crafts. 
We have planted a semi- circle of sunflowers and picked our po-
tatoes and used the scales to weigh them.  In construction club, 
we have been building with LEGO and other construction materi-
als: we are making a big Ferrari car at the moment.   In book club 
we have been listening to stories and taking home activities for 
the week to accompany the story.  Our favourite this half term 
has been ‘Pirates in Pyjamas’ 
We are now taking bookings for the Autumn Term. If you would 
like to come and have a look around our fabulous Pre-School 
please give us a call on 01489 861330 or email us on vil-
lage@parrywoodchildcare.co.uk. 

Upham Garden Club 
Helen Firth writes: 
In June we were delighted to have two garden visits. Huge thanks 
to Tom and Antonia Bristowe for welcoming us to Blackdown 
House and to Penny Walker for opening Upham Farm for us. There 
could hardly have been more of a contrast in the weather. At 
Blackdown we had an idyllic summer's evening and walked across 
a meadow awash with oxeye daisies and tall grasses waving in a 
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gentle warm breeze, then sauntered along a lovely herbaceous 
border full of peonies. At Upham Farm an intrepid few braved 
thunderstorms, torrential rain and near darkness to see immacu-
late colour themed borders, classic country house design and ex-
pansive greenhouses. Both gardens were looking wonderful and 
there was a fascinating variety of plants, gardening techniques 
and arrangements to enjoy. 
Penny Walker has kindly offered to open Upham Farm for us again 
on Wednesday, 1st September when we will hope for better 
weather and have the chance to see her stunning collection of 
dahlias and late flowering roses. We will go ahead with this visit 
if all restrictions have been lifted. Please look out for an email 
with the time for this meeting: if you are not on the mailing list 
please contact janeashe42@yahoo.co.uk in order that you can be 
included. 
 Numbers on the summer visits were fairly low, so it looks as 
though people are still feeling cautious about venturing out. For 
this reason we will not be booking talks this winter as the com-
mittee room in the village hall means we would be seated close 
together. We'd be happy to try to arrange an online event if 
enough people are interested in attending, so if you'd like that, 
please contact jenny@coachsupervisor.co.uk and if there is suffi-
cient interest we'll spring into action! 

Upham Players 
Cyn Kimble writes: 
Members spent a lovely June afternoon of tea, 
cakes, conversation and poetry on the theme of 
WW2, hopefully the first of more such meet-
ings. Conversation led to some thoughts about 
offering some of the poetry as a contribution to the WW2 Exhibi-
tion to be held next year.  

Migration 
Andrew Ward writes: 
As I mentioned in the last edition, many migrant birds were late 
returning due to the exceptionally cold spring and I understand 
that there is some evidence that some migrants turned back and 
never arrived on our shores. I was, however, pleased to find that, 
when I returned to Upham for a couple of weeks in May, most of 
the species that I would have hoped to find in and around my gar-
den were back in residence. The dawn chorus had reached almost 
deafening levels, headlined by a song thrush who belted out his 
beautiful song every morning just outside my bedroom window. 
He was joined by the fluty song of the blackbird, the loud stacca-
to bursts of a wren, the high-pitched (too high for some to hear!) 
trill of Britain’s smallest bird, the goldcrest and countless others, 
each proclaiming their territory. One morning I was thrilled to 
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hear a cuckoo singing in my garden - such a familiar sound and 
yet one which has become so rare in our neighbourhood in re-
cent years. 
On my wanders around the village in May, I found evidence of 
various interesting birds breeding in our midst. I watched a pair 
of firecrests in the trees opposite the post box. The male was 
still singing to declare that this was his patch while the female 
was collecting food, doubtless for nestlings nearby. While I was 
watching them, I noticed a pair of coal tits repeatedly going in 
and out of one of the drainage pipes in the wall and hoped that 
their nest would not get washed away by the next heavy rains. 
They are delightful little birds, familiar to those with feeders in 
their gardens, with their smart black and white head patterns 
featuring a distinctive white stripe down the back of the head. 
Shortly before I left for Scilly at the beginning of June I was de-
lighted to welcome back a spotted flycatcher to my garden. As I 
mentioned last year, they are a species which has been declin-
ing fast in England and Amanda and I have always felt privileged 
to have a pair nesting in our garden. Every year we worried in 
case that would be the last time we would host them. This 
time, when I went away, I had only seen one individual. By the 
time I returned a week later, to my delight I had not one but 
two nests in the climbers on my buildings. 
And so now is the time to look out for young birds growing up in 
our gardens. As I write, I can see a family of great tits buzzing 
around my garden, constantly begging for food from their pa-
tient parents. Young great-spotted woodpeckers have also been 
drawing attention to themselves as they career noisily and 
sometimes a bit unsteadily from tree to tree. And a goldfinch 
family visits me regu-
larly, filling the 
treetops with their 
jangling calls. Sadly 
my owl box appears to 
be unoccupied this 
year but the accompa-
nying picture shows 
perhaps the cutest 
young bird found in 
our garden in recent 
years - a young tawny 
owl. Amanda photo-
graphed it three or 
four years ago and I 
can still remember 
clearly her utter joy at 
being able to do so. 
Quite enchanting. 
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 Upham FC  
Roger Cooper writes: 
With six new teams entering the Hampshire 
Premier League this season, the League has now 
been split into three Divisions, the Senior Divi-
sion, Division One North and Division One South East.  Upham 
FC First team will competing in Division One South East which 
contains ten teams and  we are optimistic about being very 
competitive within this division with a strong squad of players. 
The team look to get their preparation for the season under-
way with five friendly games, starting at home to Midhurst Re-
serves on Saturday 17th July. We have also entered an Upham 
Reserves team in the Southampton Saturday Junior League Di-
vision 2 for the coming season. 
Upham FC would like to hear from anyone interested in spon-
soring us for next season and wish to register our enormous 
thanks to Inert Recycling (UK) Ltd for last season’s sponsor-
ship, without which we could not have successfully completed 
the season. We would also like to hear from any players inter-
ested in joining our squad for next season. Tel: 01489-783373 
or 07925054873 

 


