
 

 

 



 

 

 

The latest book from 
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Welcome to issue 33! 
Thanks as always to all our contributors—please send your articles 
and photos for the next issue by Sat 10th June to Cyn at cynan-
droy@btinternet.com. We still have space for advertising local 
businesses and services—contact Chris for details at  
little537@btinternet.com.  For a full colour version of this issue, 
see the village website, www.uphamvillage.org.uk. 

 

Friends of Upham Update.  
A huge thank you to the following for their generous contributions 
towards our printing costs:  
Jane Perrott, Bob Glibbery ,Tracey and David Miles, Nicola and 
Warwick Hill, Simon Beloe, Heather Maidment, Tom Bristowe, 
Ross Snowdon, Simon Barter, Freya Green, Ali Harrison.   
If I have missed anyone out, many apologies! 
If you value our little publication and would like to join our list of 
‘friends’, email little537@btinternet.com. 
Editors: Chris Little, Cyn Kimble Distribution: Jane Brown 
Commshub Coordinator: Mike Elliott. Cover photo: Chris Little 

 

Upham Parish Council 
Anne Collins writes: 
Two very successful zoom meetings were held in mid 
March with interested residents to discuss the vil-
lage surveys for the updated Village Design State-
ment. Residents completed the two surveys during 
April. There were two surveys - the character of the settlement 
and the more detailed characteristics of the buildings. Completed 
surveys are being reviewed to determine what further infor-
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What’s On   

Mon 14 June 18.30    Blackdown House Garden Club 

Sat 19 June 14.00        Church Cottage Upham Players WWII event 

Sun 27 June 19.00 Churchyard Celebration service and 
BYO picnic lunch 

Mon 28 June 19.00 Upham Farm Garden Club 

Sat 10 July Manor House Church Fete 



 

 
mation is needed.  
See detailed report on Highways below. Quotes are being sought 
for replacement bus shelters. 
Flooding in Torbay Farm is still being followed up by District 
Councillor Lumby with Winchester City Council.  The Play Area is 
working well and enjoyed by youngsters.  Various residents have 
offered to help with the play area weekly inspections and the 
landscape bin is being well used.  
The Pond Working Party has cleared weeds and brambles away 
round the pond, and the area generally looks very well.  The tele-
phone kiosk has been repaired and will be repainted by BT during 
the spring/summer time. 
Cllr Halsall organised the Upham Village Litter Pick and was 
pleased with the way residents all pulled together and picked up 
the litter along the roads and lanes in Upham.  All the lanes were 
covered and everyone who volunteered should be thanked for giv-
ing up their time and clearing “their patch”. 
Upham Parish Council put in two nominations for the Mayor of 
Winchester Awards this year as it was agreed that both nomina-
tions were worthy of an Award.   
Upham Community Group for its work, especially during the 
Covid 19 pandemic (see below). 

Trevor Scott :It was agreed that Trevor has been very supportive 
with the Upham Tree Project and also has worked hard at Upham 
Pond and Slash Pond.  His dedication and support has been appre-
ciated. Both nominations were successful. Congratulations! 
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The next Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday 24th 
May, 2021 followed by a Meeting on Monday 28th June, 2021.    
Agendas will still be published for all the Parish Council Meetings, 
and if any residents have anything they would like to bring to the 
attention of Parish Councillors then please send an e-mail to the 
Clerk at uphamparishcouncil@gmail.com before the Meeting date.   

 

Highways Update May 2021 
Gwyn Halsall writes: 
In the March edition of UU, we reported on various highways re-
lated initiatives the Parish Council have been progressing, in par-
ticular traffic calming along the Winchester Road.  
The highways patching and resurfacing works for phase one, 
from Colden Common to Mortimers Lane are now complete.  
The next element of the new road marking scheme will be laid 
(weather permitting) on the 10th May. This will be a new configu-
ration to include dragons teeth at the Lower Upham terminal 
(40mph) entrance signs, aimed at reducing speed. There will be 
refreshed speed limit roundels, boundary markers, and a reduced 
central hatching configuration towards the traffic island. It will 
also include the removal of some central lines before some new 
‘visual narrowing’ on the road surface.  Along with the other 
measures this is aimed at creating a new sense of place for driv-
ers moving from the 50 to 40 mph limits, prompting an action to 
slow. Phase 2 and 3 of resurfacing/road marking are in the plan 
but at a much later timeline, and we will update once we can 
share more. 
The ‘visual narrowing’ mentioned above on the roads marks the 
location for the new parish gateways, which will be installed in 
late summer. Early examples are shown to give you an idea of 
what will be installed, along with some other new road furniture 
by end of Summer 2021.  
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The gateways will be at the three main entry points to the parish 
on Winchester Road and Mortimer’s lane.  The proposed wording 
on the new village gateways is ‘Welcome to Upham Parish’.  
Thank you to Keith Dalley who has been working unaided for the 
past few months on the Speed Indicator Device (SID) manage-
ment, working tirelessly on battery changes along with managing 
the data from the device. He is also seeking to work more closely 
with the Police on some enforcement, to address vehicles travel-
ling at excess speeds. The Parish Council approved the purchase 
of a second device which will allow us more flexibility in the 
overall management of the SID program. More help is needed; 
please get in touch if you could spare a little time to help change 
batteries and keep an eye on devices.  
A couple of months on, the twelve new trees along Winchester 
Road are starting to come to life. We are planning a verge plant-
ing trial later this year. The photos of the gateways show exten-
sive wild flower planting.  
With the UK vaccine program progressing, and the gradual easing 
of restrictions, we hope to organise an open meeting (late sum-
mer / early Autumn) to share the full extent of all plans and show 
how all elements are building to a much wider vision of traffic 
calming in Upham. 

 
Neighbourhood Watch 
Eve Croucher writes: 
Offenders are using increasingly sophisticated tools 
to steal cars with keyless entry by tricking the sys-
tem into thinking the key is nearby. They do not 
need to gain access to your home to take the keys. 
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Use a certified pouch (sometimes called a ‘Faraday Pouch’) or tin 
to store keys which will block the signal 
Also break-ins to Stables are on the increase with various items 
being taken, including riding helmets and tack equipment. 
On a very basic level, make sure everything is locked up securely! 
In addition: 

• secure tack room windows on the inside with solid iron bars 
(not tubular steel) 

• secure all doors with good quality locks; use bolts (not screws) 
on the hinges 

• mark your tack using an ultraviolet pen – perhaps write your 
post code on your tack with the UV pen. 

• display warning signage advertising CCTV in the area to deter 
thieves 

• padlock gates with substantial padlocks and heavy duty chains 

• reverse top hinges on gates to prevent lifting 

• install security lights and an intruder alarm 
 

Community Group 
Cyn Kimble writes: 
The Community Group are keen to make sure that residents are 
aware that there are some funds available for anyone who is 
struggling financially in these difficult times. 
Contact: Jane Beloe (01489 860452) or Janet Dunford 
(01489860579) in complete confidence. 

 

Upham Village Hall 
Roy Kimble writes: 
The Village Hall, like a number of similar premises, 
is getting ready to return to something like nor-
malilty. Organisations are starting up again with re-
newed vigour and we have some possible new book-
ings. Long term, wedding bookings are now return-
ing. 
The Hall, thanks to Pre-School’s continued hiring fees and to a 
start-up grant, is in a reasonable financial position. In late July, 
we will replace the old oil boiler with a new air source pump sys-
tem for the heating. Better for the Hall and better for the envi-
ronment! 
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Meon Valley Food Bank 
Mike Salter (chairman) writes: 
For a number of years we have been 
told that the Bishops Waltham Youth 
Hall was to be the subject of a planning 
application and ultimately its demoli-
tion.  The planning application is now in.  We have tried endlessly 
to find new premises in Bishops Waltham but without success. 
Over the last few months we have been in discussion with Wick-
ham Community Centre who are able to offer us a large meeting 
room and more importantly three large storage cupboards leading 
off from it.  Gone will be the days of having to rush between a 
cupboard in the Youth Hall, a small office in the NHS hut and a 
container.  On cold and wet days this has been far from ideal.   
For those of you who have ventured into the Youth Hall you will 
know that Tuesday mornings have been pretty pressurised as we 
have tried to manage all the amazing food donations whilst at the 
same time prepare food parcels for our clients. 
Our plan is to change the way we operate and make Mondays the 
donation day.  We will, of course, still accept donations on Tues-
day but our hope is that we can receive the bulk of them on a 
Monday. 
This new system will come into operation on Monday June 7th 
when we will be open between 10am and 12 noon to receive do-
nations.  Until Tuesday June 29th there will be someone at the 
Youth Hall between 10 and 11am to receive any last minute dona-
tions.  There will continue to be a food donation point at Sains-
bury’s and we are hoping to set one up at the Jubilee Hall.  In 
Wickham ,there is a donation point at the Co-op and at the Wick-
ham Centre itself. 
The address for the Wickham Centre is: Wickham Community 
Centre, Mill Lane, Wickham, PO17 5AL 
To find the Community Centre, you go through Wickham Square 
and bear slightly left by the Veranda Indian Restaurant.  Passing 
the public loos on your right and a road to the Primary School on 
your left you come to a T junction. Turn left into Mill Lane and 
the entrance to the Community Centre is a hundred yards or so 
on the left. There is unfortunately no sign to tell you where to 
turn.  If you miss it and continue up Mill Lane (very narrow) you 
will end up near the Westlands Farm Shop. 
Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to 
having the opportunity to show you our new home once Covid re-
strictions ae lifted. 
Jane Perrott adds:  The donation point at the Church of the 
Blessed Mary will remain in place. 
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Church of the Blessed Mary 
Rev James Hunt writes:  
As we enter May and June, we are very pleased to 
say that at Blessed Mary we are re-starting more of 
our activities and services in person, and we are 
looking forward to welcoming everyone! A full list of 
our services is outlined below and we would especially like to in-
vite you all to the special celebration service which will take 
place on Sunday 27th June 11am which will be outside in the 
churchyard with BYO picnic lunch afterwards. We look forward to 
seeing you soon. 
Sunday at 11am – May 2nd, 16th, 23rd, June: 6th, 13th 20th 27th 
A Village Service: 2nd Family; 4th Informal; 1st and 3rd Classical 
Revd James Hunt 01489-892618 jameshunt1966@gmail.com 
Wednesday at 10am - May 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th, June 2nd, 9th, 
16th, 23rd, 30th. A Home based midweek service via zoom 
Revd Jane Beloe 01489-860452 janiebeloe@btinternet.com 
Sunday at 5:30pm - May 9 and June 13 
A Traditional Evensong service (2nd Sunday) 
Revd Jane Beloe 01489-860452 janiebeloe@btinternet.com 

Butterflies and Sunday Kids’ Club [see back page posters] 
Kate Smyth writes: 
Butterflies baby and toddler group is now open and welcomes 
locals and folk from the surrounding areas! Please bring a mask as 
we will be in church. Thursdays from 10am till 11.30am 
Any volunteers that would like to support this new group please 
get in touch with me (Families worker at Blessed Mary Church) 
If you would like your children to come along to Sunday Club 
whilst you listen to the main service please come along on the 
2nd and 4th Sunday each month at 11am where we will have suit-
able activities for your children. No need to book just turn up! 
More Info: 07986009942  

Upham Church Fete : Saturday, July 10th 2021 
Janet Dunford writes: 
Put the date in your diaries! This year, because of the Pandemic, 
the fete will take place…..but not quite as we are used to! If we 
are back to some real kind of normality, the fete will be held in 
the garden of The Manor House, by kind permission of Judy and 
Robert Horne.  
Alternatively, we will be holding a Doorstep Fete. This means 
that stalls will be set up in various places round the village: the 
Churchyard, the Recreation Ground, and people’s driveways and 
gardens. Much more information will follow nearer the time. 
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We would be so grateful for offers of help: 

• Could you offer your garden or drive for a stall? 

• Could you help run a stall? 

• Could you offer items for stalls – cakes, produce, bottles, near-
ly new clothes, bric a brac, toys, children’s clothes, books, 
raffle prizes? 

This will be a great opportunity to bring everyone together again 
– even if it is at a bit of a distance! Save the date! 
More information from: Janet Dunford (01489860579), Tammy 
Taylor (01489860964) Vicky Gardiner (01489861201) Jane Perrott 
(01489860786) 
To make the organisation a lot easier, does anyone know the 
whereabouts of the tables which were stored by the Church 
Shed?? 
 
Upham Garden Club 
Jenny Bird writes: 
We're delighted to announce that (if lockdown lifting goes ahead 
as planned) we'll be visiting 2 impressive local gardens in June. 
We are very grateful to Tom and Antonia Bristowe at Blackdown 
House and to Penny Walker at Upham Farm for agreeing to open 
their gardens to us in June. And we've made the following plans 
to keep you and the air circulating well! 
14th June: Blackdown House,  at 6.30 pm and 7.30 pm 
28th June: Upham Farm,   at 7 pm and 8 pm 
Booking: For both venues, there will be 20 spaces for 1 hour from 
6.30 or 7 p.m. and another 20 from 7.30 or 8pm.  Please book in 
advance by emailing me at jenny@coachsupervisor.co.uk And if 
you can't come at short notice please let us know as there may be 
waiting lists, email Jenny or text her on 07816 262536 
We'll be there to welcome you on the night with a bottle of hand 
sanitiser! We would ask you to observe all the Covid rules in place 
at the time and not to attend if you have any symptoms or have 
been in contact with someone who has. 
Sadly there will be no refreshments this year...but won't it just 
be gorgeous to be with friends in these gorgeous gardens? We 
look forward to seeing you there!  
 
Upham C of E Primary School 
Daniel (Year6) writes: 
On Monday, 24th March 2021, a palaeontologist called 
Craig Fraser visited Class Four at Upham School on 
Teams to tell them about dinosaurs. We have been 
learning about dinosaurs as part of their Science top-
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ic work this term. Craig was invited to visit them on Teams as 
he works as a palaeontologist and had visited Upham School in 
the past to share his knowledge. 
Craig shared lots of amazing facts about dinosaurs with the 
class. The children were really interested and found out many 
new things. Lucy, a Class Four pupil, said, ‘I enjoyed it when he 
talked about the megladon tooth and showed us the one from 
his collection.’ Craig also showed the children some other dino-
saur teeth. He had a real spinosaurus tooth fossil and a replica 
of a T-Rex tooth so the children were able to compare them. 
Daniel, another Class Four pupil, asked Craig, ‘Who would win in 
a fight, a T-Rex or a spinosaurus?’ Craig explained that the T-
Rex would have won, even though the spinosaurus was the big-
gest carnivore living in the cretaceous period (the cretaceous 
period was the last dinosaur period, following the Triassic peri-
od and the Jurassic period). He went on to share that this was 
because the T-Rex had a much stronger bite force than the spi-
nosaurus. The spinosaurus did have much longer arms than the T
-Rex but its bite force was not strong enough to win. In fact, he 
then told the children that spinosauruses actually ate fish, not 
other dinosaurs! 
The children from Class Four asked Craig lots of other questions 
and he was able to answer all of them as he was so knowledgea-
ble about dinosaurs and palaeontology. 
We have really enjoyed working on this topic and were fascinat-
ed by Craig’s visit. They are now excited to start their next top-
ic which is electricity. 

 

The Village Pre-School 
Claire Parry writes: 
We started the new half term by 
celebrating Chinese New Year.  
We took part in lots of fun activi-
ties and even looked at China on 
the iPads.  We all had a go at 
writing our names in Chinese 
Writing and we had Chinese food 
for snack. 
We have also celebrated St. Pat-
rick’s Day and St. David’s Day 
making lots of crafts and learning a little about Scotland and 
Wales.  Some of us have also been to these countries. When we 
celebrated Mothering Sunday, we made some very special things 
for people who are special to us.  
The greatest excitement came when we took delivery of five 
duck eggs; we had to look after them in their incubator to make 
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 sure they were warm. We all got very 
excited when, on the second day, we 
came into Pre-School to find that one 
of the eggs was cracked and during 
the day we watched as not one but 
three ducklings hatched.  The next 
day we had two more so all five of 
the eggs had hatched.  We couldn’t 
wait to handle them but we were very 
patient and after a couple of days we 
were able to give them lots of cud-
dles.  The ducks have now gone home 
with one of our families who are look-
ing after them until they are big 
enough to not need their heat lamp 
anymore. They are then going to live 
with Rachael on her farm so we can 
see them all the time and they can 
come and visit us at Pre-School. 
In cooking club, we have continued to cook lots of different 
things such as sticky rice cakes, Welsh cakes and St. Patrick’s 
Day Potato Cakes. In gardening club, we have been planting 
more vegetables in our garden.  In construction club we have 
been building with LEGO and other construction materials.   In 
book club we have been listening to lots of stories and taking 
home activities for the week to go along with the story.  Our 
favourite this half term has been ‘The Biggest Baddest Wolf’.  
We are now taking bookings for the Summer term and the Au-
tumn Term. If you would like to come and have a look around 
our fabulous Pre-School please give us a call on 01489 861330 
or email us on village@parrywoodchildcare.co.uk. 

 

Spring migrants finally arriving 
Andrew Ward Writes: 
As I write, I have been in Norfolk for the last two weeks and so 
I am rather out of touch with what is happening in the world 
of Upham’s bird life. Generally, the cold weather throughout 
most of April and especially the predominance of winds from 
the north has meant that many of our summer migrants have 
been returning to our shores rather late and apparently with 
some reluctance! Before I departed from Upham, I had not 
seen locally a number of migrant species which I would nor-
mally have hoped to have seen by late April, such as swallows 
and common whitethroats. Chiffchaffs and blackcaps were in 
good voice in our woods and roadside trees, the former singing 
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its name repeatedly and the latter cheering up a cold day with 
its beautiful fluty warbles. However, many of these birds now 
winter in southern England so they had probably not travelled 
too far to take up territory here. 
Our resident birds had been proclaiming their territories for 
some weeks before I left and blackbirds, song thrushes, dun-
nocks, robins and blue tits were all showing signs of nesting but, 
apart from a female mallard nesting for the second year in suc-
cession in a flower bed next to my drive, I had not yet discov-
ered where. Friends have reported seeing young blackbirds and 
woodpigeons in their gardens so clearly the cold weather has not 
deterred them from raising their first brood of the year. 
Last year I reported finding firecrests breeding in the church-
yard. I have so far not heard any firecrest song in the churchyard 
but am hopeful that I might still do so after my return to Upham. 
However, I have heard male firecrests singing in one or two plac-
es around the area, including in the large trees by the road at 
Holm House and in Woodcote Farm Lane so we may well have 
some youngsters growing up in our midst later in the summer. 
During the last few days up here, I have begun to see more sum-
mer migrants coming through, such as cuckoos, ring ouzels, 
swifts, swallows and martins, and common and lesser white-
throats and willow warblers are now singing in the woods and 
hedgerows in higher numbers. So, keep an ear out for the 
scratchy song of the common whitethroat in roadside hedges and 
your eyes peeled for the familiar swoop of our returning swal-
lows as you go about the village. 

 

Upham Players 
Mo Peters writes: 
Welcome back to the long running, wonderful 
Am Dram group that is … The Upham Players! 
So, we’ve had a year of rest and now we’re 
ready to take to the boards again. As always, 
we are very happy to welcome new members and to start off our 
new season, we’re planning an afternoon of World War II read-
ings, songs and poetry, possibly in preparation for a contribution 
to the postponed village WW2 commemorations next year, and 
we’d love you to join us.  
Cyn and Roy Kimble have kindly offered to host this event on Sat-
urday, 19th June, 2 -4 pm. Cakes will be provided! (Current Covid 
restrictions will be observed) 
If you would like to join us and become a member of our drama 
group, look us up on the Village Website Upham Players page: 
www.uphamvillage.org.uk - our updated email address is: 
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uphamplayers@gmail.com and join us for some fun! 
A successful drama group needs members with a variety of skills 
and talents so, if you would like to offer your support but don’t 
fancy performing, then just get in touch and come along to meet 
us all. We’re a very friendly group! 
 
Upham FC  
Roger Cooper writes: 
With grass roots football permitted to resume 
again from 29th March, 2021, the League conclud-
ed that there was not enough time to play all the 
outstanding League matches, so a Cup competition commencing 
on Sat Apr 10th was put in place. Teams were arranged in 8 groups 
of 4 and matches played on a home and away basis, so that each 
team will have had at least 6 games. The top two teams in each 
group progressed to the knockout stages, with the final being 
played on 29th May.  
Upham found themselves in a really strong group against Senior 
League opposition and lost their first game 7-2 at home to Bush 
Hill on 10th April with Andres Mesa and Manuel Benitez scoring 
Upham’s goals. In their next game, Upham won 4-1 away to 
Chamberlayne Athletic, with goals from Andres Mesa, Wes All-
wood, Adam Newton and Inaki Maneru before losing 4-0 at home 
to Colden Common. Upham then lost 6-1 to Bush Hill in the away 
leg with Nick Toth scoring Upham’s consolation and then lost 5-3 
at home to Chamberlayne Athletic with Manuel Benitez(2) and 
Tremayne Moore scoring Upham’s goals.  
The final group fixture saw Upham lose 4-2 away to Colden Com-
mon, despite a strong performance and leading 2-1 at half time 
with Andres Mesa and Carlos Balsera on target for Upham.  
Upham, therefore, do not proceed to the knockout stages of this 
competition, but instead look to continue to build the squad in 
preparation for next season. 
It is planned to enter an Upham Reserves team in the Southamp-
ton Saturday Junior League next season. 
Upham FC would like to hear from anyone interested in sponsor-
ing us for next season and wish to register our enormous thanks to 
Inert Recycling (UK) Ltd for this season’s sponsorship, without 
which we could not have successfully completed the season. 
Upham FC would also like to hear from any players interested in 
joining our squad for next season. 
Contact :- Roger Cooper (Secretary – Upham FC) – Tel: 01489-
783373 or 07925054873 
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Trees for Upham Project 
Jane Ashe writes: 
Here are a few pictures of trees from the Trees for Upham Pro-
ject, to celebrate how they are developing. From Ali Harrison at 
Stakes Farm, a field maple; from Mike Elliott at Watergate, a 
wych elm and a cherry. 
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Blessed Mary Church 

Sunday Kids Club 

Bible Story- Games- Crafts 

If you would like your children to come along to Sun-
day Club whilst you listen to the main service please 
come along on the 2nd and 4th Sunday each month at 
11am where we will have suitable activities for your 
children. No need to book just turn up! More Info: 
phone Kate on 07986009942  

For up-to-date news on all village matters: 
www.uphamvillage.org.uk 


