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Welcome to issue 32! 
Thanks as always to all our contributors—please send your articles 
and photos for the next issue by Fri 2nd May to Cyn at cynan-
droy@btinternet.com. We still have space for advertising local 
businesses and services—contact Chris for details at  
little537@btinternet.com. A huge thank you to those who have 
already contributed to our costs as Friends of Upham Update. I 
would like with their permission to include a list of contributors 
in the next issue—more friends most welcome—please contact 
Chris at  little537@btinternet.com. 
Editors: Chris Little, Cyn Kimble Distribution: Jane Brown 
Commshub Coordinator: Mike Elliott. Cover photo: Chris Little 

Upham Parish Council 
Anne Collins (Clerk) writes: 

A Public Consultation by Winchester City Council is 
being held from 15th February, 2021 until midnight 
on 12th April, 2021.  This Consultation will give Par-
ish Councils and residents an opportunity to give 
their views on the Strategic Issues and priorities for 
the Local Plan.  This Consultation and Questionnaire 
can be viewed via the Winchester City Council website on 
www.localplan.winchester.gov.uk (see also page 3). 
See articles on pages 5 and 6 for reports on the council’s work on 
updating the Village Design Statement and Highways respective-
ly. See also details of the village litter pick on page 4. 
The PC continue to work with District Councillor Lumby to try and 
resolve the drainage issues at Torbay Farm. Photographs have 
been shown to WCC showing the problems encountered by resi-
dents. If any residents have more photographs of water in their 
gardens, then please send them to the Clerk via uphampari-
shcouncil@gmail.com.  A landscape bin has been placed alongside 
the play area and posts have been installed to stop any unauthor-
ised vehicles from entering the area. 
The Pond Working Party has been planting around the Pond and 
discussions are taking place about how to keep the weeds and 
brambles down.  BT has been asked to repair and repaint the tel-
ephone kiosk. 
Upham Parish Council has received donations towards the produc-
tion of the Upham Update and this has been appreciated. Thank 
you to all residents who have made a donation towards this won-
derful Newsletter, as a Friend, advertising, or as a donation for 
the trees which they have received. This help will enable Upham 
Update to continue for this year. 
The next PC meeting is scheduled for Monday 22nd March, 2021 
followed by a meeting on Monday 26th April, 2021.  At the pre-
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sent time, these are held virtually as we cannot hold public face-
to-face meetings. Agendas are published on the village website  - 
and if any residents have anything they would like to bring to our 
attention of then please send an e-mail to me at uphampari-
shcouncil@gmail.com before the meeting date.  

Planning News 
David Ashe writes: 
Eastleigh’s plan is moving forward slowly, and we anticipate that 
the modifications to it in response to the Inspector’s letter re-
jecting their original proposals eleven months ago may come out 
for consultation in a few month’s time.  
In the meantime, you may be aware that Winchester City Council 
are reviewing their local plan and, once reviewed, the new plan 
will last until 2038. This will only directly affect those parts of 
Upham not in the National Park. As yet, Winchester are at an ear-
ly stage in the process and are not looking at specific plans for 
new development. The very early and high-level proposals, which 
are set out in a ‘strategic issues and priorities’ document, are 
currently out for consultation (which ends on 12th April) and the 
Parish Council will be making comments. If you would like to 
comment yourself then log onto the City Council website  
https://www.winchester.gov.uk/planning-policy/winchester-
district-local-plan-2018-2038-emerging/strategic-issues-document 
If, having read the document, there are points which you believe 
the Parish Council should be making at this stage, please email us 
at uphamparishcouncil@gmail.com. 

Upham Village Hall 
Roy Kimble writes: 
The Village Hall Trustees are struggling with a huge 
number of moles in the garden which is used by Pre-
School and by  functions using the Hall. The mole 
problem, along with its low lying position is causing 
the Trustees to consider the use of artificial turf in 
that area . The committee would welcome help – ideas and/or 
expertise in the development of this project. Please contact Roy 
on 01489860327 or email: cynandroy@btinternet.com . 
The planning application for the Air Source Pump for the heating 
system has now been submitted. The committee would like to 
thank David Ashe for his help on the application. 
The Hall, we hope, will be opening up shortly in line with Govern-
ment Guidelines.  
There is still a shortage in the number of Trustees working on the 
maintenance and general running of the Hall. We would very 
much welcome additional members to our team – people interest-
ed in supporting  the development of this community asset both 
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now and for the future. If you are interested or would like to dis-
cuss what involvement might entail, please contact Roy as above. 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Eve Croucher writes: 
https://hampshirecyberwatch.org/is a new web-
site to help with increasing awareness of cyber-
crime. This also has people you can talk to, called 
Cyber Champions, that can give you info on poten-
tial phone or email scams you have spotted, for 
example: 
· if you think you have been hacked 

· if you’ve lost information that could affect your privacy 

· you are being targeted by frauds & scams 

· you have received malicious messages. 
Protect your heart from a #Fauxmance! With Covid-19 re-
strictions causing increased feelings of loneliness, more people 
have turned to social media and dating websites/apps to find a 
partner, providing criminals with the perfect opportunity to com-
mit romance scams. They often use fake identities to trick you 
into sending them money by posing as military personnel or aid 
workers. They may claim to be stuck overseas or pretend to need 
money for a personal emergency. Here are some top tips: 
• Research the person you’re talking to as profile photos may 

not be genuine. 
• Reverse photo searches can help to tell you if the photo is re-

al. 
• Keep to the messaging service used by the dating website. 
• #TakeFive if they ask you for a loan or financial support as this 

is likely to be a scam. 
At Neighbourhood Watch, we try to share current issues close to 
home to our nearest neighbours. If you would like to contact me 
with anything you would like to share related to the village and /
or would like to get e-mails from NW Upham please contact 
eve.croucher@gmail.com. 
 

Upham Litter Pick: first week in April 
Gwyn Halsall writes: 
I realise that we did do a litter pick in September last year. This 
was delayed from April because of COVID restrictions. It may 
seem soon to be doing it again but April is the best time to do a 
thorough litter pick before everything grows. So please come 
along and help clean up litter around Upham. Litter sacks, gloves, 
litter pickers and high-vis tabards are provided. Adults and chil-

Page 4 

https://hampshirecyberwatch.org/


 

 

dren welcome (children under 14 will need to be supervised by an 
adult). You can do your litter pick on your chosen patch any time 
during the first week in April.  Please contact Gwyn Halsall as 
soon as possible on 01489 860258 or gwynhalsall@yahoo.co.uk for 
more information and to register for the area you would like to 
clean.  

Idverde launches ‘flexible litter-pick support service’ 
Tom Bristowe writes: 
As mentioned in recent Upham Updates, a small group of us - 
from Upham and Owslebury - has been meeting for an hour on 
Saturday mornings to litter-pick along local rural roads. We have 
been able to do this with the support of idverde, Winchester City 
Council’s street scene contractor, which generously provides us 
with the necessary equipment and safety support. idverde is part 
of the Litter Partnership, which brings together local people, 
councils, schools, businesses and military personnel to tackle the 
scourge of litter. 
With the support of Winchester City Council, idverde has now 
launched a flexible litter-pick support service for volunteers in 
Winchester wishing to keep roads and public spaces near their 
homes free of litter. So, if you are frustrated by litter near your 
home, idverde will now help you clear it up at a time of your 
choosing.  
To date, the focus of our group has been Morestead Road, Long-
wood Road and Salt Lane but there are many other local roads 
that need attention, for example Beeches Hill and Winchester 
Road. If you would like to arrange an hour’s walk with a purpose, 
to tidy a road or lane near you, you can book idverde’s support by 
emailing julia.smith@idverde.co.uk, copy-
ing hello@thelitterpartnership.org.  
Many thanks to everyone who has supported this initiative so far. 
It’s greatly appreciated. We have found our regular litter-picks to 
be great exercise, a super way to catch up with friends (socially 
distanced, of course), and extremely rewarding. 

Village Character Survey - we need your help! 
The Village Design Statement Group write: 

The PC is in the process of facilitating a new Village Design 
Statement as our last one was completed over 20 years ago and 
now needs to be updated. We are hoping that many people in the 
village will be keen to help: long-time residents or new to 
the village, young and old alike. 
A Village Design Statement (VDS) is a way for local communities 
to propose guidelines for the design of any new development that 
may take place in their area. Based on an analysis of the charac-
ter of the settlement and its surroundings, a VDS adds local de-
tail to existing planning guidance and will provide us with an op-
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portunity to describe the special qualities of Upham that we 
would like to conserve for the future and not lose as a result of 
inappropriate development. Once updated, the VDS will help ar-
chitects, developers and all those involved in making design deci-
sions to have a better understanding of what is distinctive about 
Upham. It will also be used by both Winchester City Council and 
the South Downs National Park in evaluating planning applica-
tions. 
How does the process work? The first stage is to undertake a 
character survey of the village, both in terms of the character 
of the settlement and the immediate landscape and also the 
more detailed characteristics of the buildings. We are keen to 
record not only the factual information but also a wide range of 
personal and subjective responses, so we are encouraging as 
many people as possible to take part, either individually or in 
small groups.  

We have divided up the village into nine areas and have put to-
gether a series of questions for you to answer about a particular 
area, together with a more detailed analysis of the individual 
buildings there. (NB we will not need everyone to complete the 
more detailed survey) We will use these answers as the basis for 
further village meetings to agree what will be in the VDS. How 
can you help? 
• Please download the survey documents on the Newsblog 

section of the Upham Village website, which can be accessed 
there in PDF or Excel/Word formats. We can also supply hard 
copies for those without access to a printer. 

• Register to take part:  Contact Sarah Le May on 01489 860332 
or lemay@btinternet.com to register or to ask any questions.  
We will try to allocate everyone to the area they prefer but 
may have to make changes to ensure every area is covered. 
(We are asking for a return date by Sunday 11th April.)  

• Attend the Zoom webinar on Saturday 13th March at 
10.30am (invitation to follow) to hear more about what we 
are hoping to achieve. 

Highways 
Ross Snowdon writes: 
In the October issue of Upham Update, we reported on various 
highways-related initiatives the Parish Council is working on as 
part of a vision to introduce wider and more impactful traffic 
calming measures on the Winchester Road, through a mixture of 
physical and psychological schemes, whilst preserving the charac-
ter of the village. In addition to the Winchester road plans, the 
much needed resurfacing of Popes Lane has been completed. 
Some five to six months on, the eagle eyed amongst you may 
have noticed the addition of twelve new trees at sites along Win-

Page 6 

https://uphamvillage.org.uk/village-character-survey/
mailto:lemay@btinternet.com


 

 
chester Road. The trees of varying species have been planted in 
January at key sites at the Mortimers lane, Sciviers Lane and 
Upham Street Junctions. These trees were planted by Hampshire 
County Council in close consultation with the Parish Council. They 
have also committed to plant an additional 15 – 20 trees in the 
next planting season starting October 21. The aim is to further 
enhance and soften the area, as well as replace 3 trees felled this 
month on the Bishops Waltham approach into Upham Parish. 
As of 1st March, Upham PC now has an approved ‘142 Licence to 
Cultivate’ on the Winchester Road verges. However, the wider 
2019 landscaping plans are still being debated, and we do not as 
yet have a clear way forward. A small test area for wildflowers is 
being considered. A new working group has been set up to come 
up with a set of alternative landscaping plans ahead of the next 
major planting season from Oct 21. 
On other project news, we’re having advanced discussions with 
Hampshire County Council on our village gateways. The aim is 
that the first village gateway entering Upham Parish from Colden 
Common will be in place by the end of the summer. This will be 
combined with road resurfacing to allow the configuration of new 
road markings and visual narrowing on the road surface to slow 
traffic.  
The Parish Council hope, subject to restrictions being lifted, that 
we can soon hold an open meeting to share the full extent of all 
plans including further gateways, planting plans, the traffic SIDs, 
new bus shelters, road markings and signage.  

Church of the Blessed Mary 
James Hunt writes: 
Over the past few months, despite all that has been 
going on, at Blessed Mary we have been pleased to 
be open in as many ways as we can: 
• the church itself to spend time in quiet, reflec-

tion and prayer 
• playing our part in the village by caring for others 
• providing online services (and some outside!) 
• supporting our lovely church school 
• being in contact with those in need and generally 
• supporting families, children and young people. 
Looking forwards, as things begin to ease, we are aiming at get-
ting back to opening in person as soon as we can and step by 
step. We are aiming at going back to some of the things we used 
to do and still want to do, but also to going forwards to some new 
ways of working that we have been learning. We especially want 
to focus on supporting and being involved with families, children 
and young people led by Kate Smyth, our Family Children and 
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Youth Worker. If you would like to find out about Kate’s plans, do 
look at our updated website or contact Kate direct-
ly stpbm.fcy.kate@gmail.com 07986 009942.  

With regard to our services, these will remain online for the first 
three weeks of March. However, we are aiming at holding some 
‘in person’ services on Palm Sunday and Easter Day, hopefully 
outdoors to include as many people as possible. In Holy Week, we 
will be holding a simple Maundy Thursday Service and Good Friday 
Service. Please see our website for the exact times and details in 
due course. We are really looking forward to seeing you and being 
together soon. 

Upham Heritage 
Cyn Kimble writes: 
Quite by accident, I discovered a new Facebook Group, Upham 
Heritage. It is full of fascinating posts from the relatively modern 
history of the late David Plumb’s cine film of Silver Jubilee cele-
brations and May Day and Church Fetes, through Upham Football 
Teams and Upham School photographs of the early 1950s, to the 
first Upham Flower Show and very early photographs of the vil-
lage, its properties and its inhabitants. Long streams of com-
ments have reminded me of so many families who lived in the 
village when we first moved here. If you use Facebook, it’s well 
worth a look and would be very useful for tracing some of the his-
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tory of your own property and its surrounding houses. Do take a 
look! 

Upham FC  
Roger Cooper writes: 
Upham season continues to be disrupted by the im-
pact of Covid-19 and the current National Lock-
down with all Hampshire League Football matches 
and Training sessions being suspended until further 
notice following the Government Lockdown announcement on 
Monday 4th January 2021. A meeting is being scheduled for the 
week commencing March 8th  for our League to meet with the 
Hampshire FA to discuss opportunities and options for completing 
season 2020/21 
Upham currently sit 9th in the League having played 10 games, 
won 4, drawn 2 and lost 4. 

Upham C of E Primary School 
Lars (Year 6) writes: 
Upham Primary, like all schools, is currently only 
open to the children of critical workers due to Lock-
down 3. For those doing school work at home, life is 
slightly different.  When schools were closed last 
year, children were not able to see or speak to the rest of their 
class. This year, that has changed. At Upham Primary, we have 
been having some online lessons using Google Classroom. Pupils 
can see each other and talk to one another. We even do online 
Pilates! 
Our headteacher also holds online assemblies for the whole 
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school and sends us regular video messages. When it snowed, he 
made a video of the school grounds to show us. The playground 
and school field were white with snow.  
I contacted some children from my class to ask how they were 
getting on. Austen, in Year 5, said, ‘I enjoy home learning but I 
miss my friends.’  Hayden, in Year 6, told me, ‘Some days it has 
been tough without a teacher beside me but it is so nice to see 
everyone when we have live lessons. I can’t wait until we all go 
back to school.’ 

The winter lockdown has been much colder and wetter. During 
breaks, children have to find things to do inside, like drawing or 
playing with their toys. Last year, we were able to get outside a 
lot more. We could go to the beach and go for walks in the sun-
shine. The sun definitely helped. Hopefully, this will be the last 
lockdown now that we have a vaccine. If it is not, at least we 
can learn safely from home. 

Upham Pre-School 
Claire Parry writes: 
We finished our ‘Winter’ top-
ic at the end of January and 
moved swiftly onto ‘Space’ 
and then ‘Transport’.  
For ‘Space’, we explored all 
of the planets and especially 
looked at our very own planet 
‘Earth’. We learnt how peo-
ple travel in space and looked 
at the real astronauts on the 
International Space Station, 
also listening to what they 
were saying. This was very 
exciting. 
For ‘Transport’, we did lots of 
different arts and crafts and 
even watched all of the vehi-
cles on the road outside the 
Pre-School garden and count-
ed how many went past—
there were a lot! 
We have been keeping safe 
during ‘the virus.’ The teach-
ers have been making sure we 
clean our hands whilst singing 
a special song to ensure we 
are doing it for long enough.We have talked about not getting 
too close to each other at the moment. We decided that we 
wanted to make some hugs for people who we were missing, so 
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 we drew around ourselves and gave them virtual hugs! 
The children who are leaving us this year to go to Primary 
School have been learning the letter sounds and practising 
their reading skills. They have been writing and mark making 
with Kierran, one of our qualified teachers. 
We have continued to cook lots of different things in cooking 
club, from melting snowmen biscuits to cheese straws.  In gar-
dening club, we have been planting bulbs in our garden and 
sewing beans and other vegetables ready to plant out in our 
vegetable patches. In construction club, we have been build-
ing with LEGO and other construction materials. During our 
new club which started in January, ‘Book Club’, we have been 
reading a new story each week, completing some activities 
around the story, then taking home a pack of activities each 
week to do at home. We are now taking bookings for the East-
er term and the Autumn Term. If you would like to come and 
have a look around our fabulous Pre-School please give us a 
call on 01489 861330 or email us on vil-
lage@parrywoodchildcare.co.uk. 

Spring is on the Way 
Andrew Ward writes: 
With the sun shining outside, flowers blooming in the garden 
and warm temperatures for our lockdown walks, we could be 
forgiven for deciding that spring is already with us and the 
winter behind us. And, with the return of summer migrant bird 
species such as sand martins and wheatears being reported 
already from various parts of the country, it seems that many 
of our birds have formed the same impression. With the 
threat of a return to cold, wintery weather still very real, 
we must hope that these small pioneers have not made the 
return journey too early for their own good. 
Certainly, the bird life in the Upham area is showing signs of 
the changing season. A few fieldfares and redwings remain 
(including the fieldfare that has remained faithful to my crab 
apple tree since before Christmas) but the large flocks that 
were with us during the recent cold weather have gone, pre-
sumably heading north towards their breeding grounds in Scan-
dinavia. Many of our resident birds which had gathered into 
flocks during the winter are beginning to split up and go their 
separate ways, although I did run into a large linnet flock on 
one of my walks last week. And there are many signs of the 
start of the breeding season for our resident birds, even 
though the return of most of our summer migrants is still some 
weeks away. 
While a few species such as robins and blackbirds sing through-
out the winter (as a way of advertising their feeding territo-
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ries), many more species have been in song in the past week or 
so. I wake most mornings now to the beautiful song of the song 
thrush. Goldfinches jangle away in our tree tops and great spot-
ted woodpeckers can be heard drumming on hollow trees to ad-
vertise for a mate. I wrote in January about the joy of hearing 
skylarks proclaiming their territories by singing as they ascend 
almost out of sight before parachuting back down to the ground. 
This is now something we can all enjoy on our walks. On a couple 
of recent rambles on the Downs towards Cheesefoot Head, sky-
larks seemed to be everywhere but they are also singing over our 
local fields and gardens. 
Birds of prey have also been conspicuous 
recently. Pairs of red kites and common 
buzzards swoop and glide together, often 
calling to each other with their distinctive 
cries and a noisy pair of kestrels was pro-
specting for a nest site at the top of White 
Hill and along Woodcote Lane at the week-
end. Yesterday, I watched a kite carrying 
nesting material, diving to retrieve a cou-
ple of branches which it dropped. Spar-
rowhawks are also ghosting through our 
lanes and gardens, hunting smaller birds. 
This can make them unpopular with those 
of us who encourage birds into our gardens 
with bird food, although it is important to 
remember that natural predators play a 
vital role in maintaining the balance of 
nature. Ironically, I recently found the remains of a young male 
sparrowhawk on my lawn. It had been eaten by a predator. 
So, while making the most of this spell of warm weather, I hope 
you are also enjoying the sights and sounds of our birds preparing 
for the next breeding season. Let’s keep our fingers crossed that 
they do not face too much hardship from a return to cold weath-
er which has been predicted by some forecasts. 

Trees for Upham 
Jane Ashe writes: 
We hope all 154 trees are putting down new roots now and we 
are looking forward to seeing them in leaf [see back page]. 
Meanwhile, overleaf is a photo of two of the six trees (inside 
good protection) planted in the Hills' field at Widlers' Lane, with 
a picturesque Black Welsh Mountain sheep enjoying them. You 
will be able to watch these grow, with Nicola and Warwick (and 
the sheep), as they are right next to the footpaths at the end of 
Widlers' Lane. If you have some of these trees too, please send 
us photos later in the year as they develop.  I hope you will all 
have seen the one at the top end of the Recreation Ground, 
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which was where Trevor and Paul planted the last of our oak 
trees, and a fine specimen it is too [see back page]. 

Lambs attacked in Upham 
Cyn Kimble writes 
Early last month, six ewe lambs in the field behind Newlyns Farm-
house were attacked by a dog which, it is thought, accessed the 
field by jumping over the fence from the Recreation Ground. One 
of the ewes suffered a deep bite on her face. Fortunately, she 
recovered well but this nasty incident really reinforces the neces-
sity for owners to keep their dogs under close control and prefer-
ably on a lead, when enjoying the beautiful walks around our vil-
lage and surrounding fields.  

Kerry Hill Sheep 
Gilly Pembroke writes:- 
From time to time, you may have noticed sheep in the paddock in 
Shoe Lane. I have been asked many times by passers-by who stop 
to look over the gate about the origin of this breed, as they are 
quite unusual, so I thought I would give those interested a little 
background history. 
The breed originates from the hills around the small town of Ker-
ry, on the English/Welsh borders. It dates back to the early 
1800s. Once extremely numerous there, the numbers declined 
sharply and, until recently, the Kerry Hill has been listed as a Ra-
re Breed. However, this attractive sheep is making a come-back, 
especially to small-holders, who greatly admire their striking 
good looks and quirky character. Commercial sheep farmers, too, 
are finding them a useful cross to produce exceptional meat. 

When I first founded my flock twelve years ago, it was one of 
just a few flocks in the south of England. They always attracted a 
great deal of interest at local Agricultural Shows. My flock grew 
rapidly from six to sixty. And I also discovered they did well in 
the show ring. Their smart black and white markings and a bit of 
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shampoo soon turned heads.  But the preparation is actually very 
hard work. Apart from all the trimming, it takes several weeks to 
patiently train a reluctant lamb to walk sensibly on the halter 
without somersaulting or lying down on strike. But the constant 
handling pays off dividends in terms of trust and they will be 
friends for life. Gradually, my showing horizons stretched beyond 
Alresford and Newbury to exhibiting in Sussex, Dorset, Devon and 
Wales. Finally, I was lucky enough to fulfil a burning ambition 
when my flock won the National Kerry Hill Flock Competition two 
years ago. This covers the 
whole of the British Isles 
and takes the judges 
three weeks to get round 
all the flocks. 
February and March 
means lambing time. I 
usually lamb early in or-
der to produce strong, 
well grown lambs for 
showing in the summer 
and to be able to show 
their mothers who are, by 
then, fully recov-
ered.  However, early 
lambing is very labour in-
tensive. To keep any loss 
to a minimum, they are 
housed and watched 24 
hours a day so that every 
lambing is attended. Com-
mercial flocks that are lambed outside later in the Spring, though 
saving costs and labour, would expect a 10% loss of life from 
weather, difficult lambing and predators. They are shorn once or 
twice a year, and their wool is sold to the British Wool Board. It 
goes towards carpets and clothes. Their meat is in high demand 
and the top quality sheep with correct markings are sold on for 
breeding stock at the Society Sales, where there is a lively trade 
for breeders to improve their stock and bloodlines. 
So, if you look over the gate again now, you will hopefully catch 
sight of this year’s new arrivals which includes two sets of triplets 
(although they may be hiding in the field shelter). They will be 
there for about three weeks until they graduate and move to 
larger pasture. I have cut the size of the flock right down now, 
but hopefully I have passed on my enthusiasm and passion - and 
many of my sheep - to younger members of the Society as they 
set up flocks of their own. I wish them as much luck and fun as I 
have had. 
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Tree planting —Trevor Scott and Paul Swanwick 

Spring has sprung! 


